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Firty YEARS OF DHARMA BROUGHT TO THE WEST BY THE
VENERABLE MASTER (continued)
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2. The Six Great Principles

If you can dispense with fighting, greed, seeking, selfishness, pursuit of personal

advantage, and lying, then the Proper Dharma will remain in the world.

Early in 1962, the Venerable Master came to the U.S. to propagate the
Buddhadharma, hoping all people would be able to understand the true
principles of Buddhism. As conditions ripened and advances were made,
the Sangha was established and grew under the guidance of the Venerable
Master. This new force revitalized Buddhism and helped map out and realize
the vision the Venerable Master intended to implement, step by step, in the
western world.

Over the past 50 years, the branches established by the Venerable Master
have spread to the United States, Canada, Asia, and Australia. Each adheres
to the tradition laid down by the Venerable Master in that it transforms
and leads those who have affinities with him. The Buddhist Text Translation
Society founded by the Venerable Master makes continuous progress in
sutra translation and publication. The concept of “studying to understand
principles, not to achieve fame and make profit” promoted by the Venerable
Master is instilled in every educational institute under the Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association (DRBA). Moreover, the deal made by the Venerable
Master with Catholic Cardinal Yu Bin in 1977, “You become a Buddhist
among the Catholics while I become a Catholic among the Buddhists,”
opened up a channel for dialogue between two distinct religions; an interfaith

dialogue that continues to this day. The Venerable Master laid down these
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VIBANANTE - Rk EAER - fundamental cornerstones in establishing Buddhism in the West.
FTRGERMBRFHFAIREZTE > T Nevertheless, the Venerable Master’s greatest legacy is none other than
PUF AR AR T B 5 BB o R the Six Great Principles which he himself followed throughout his life—
REMLE] » L F AT o RAZAESITE B not fighting, not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing
BARRFEE > EF M KWL T personal advantage, and not lying. The reason for this, according to the
Bk o KRS RMBRE S RIEASNKE R Venerable Master, is:
S48 A 0 R — A o “I have explained it to you this way and that, but its just the same
old thing. The principles seem very simple, but its not easy for you to
MmME R AR » & b AZKE #EiHR actually practice them. If you could put them into practice, you would
ME—AYEAY o B AR 72 i dm e 7 have become Buddhbas long ago. If you actually put these Six Great
x> RNERZEEFELL  HAEERFEH- ﬁﬁ 7N j( Principles into practice and you don’t become Buddhas, I shall remain in
EE o FRYEEIE ,£{I1ﬁ'[§[’j FPRE 2R IE R, © the hells and never come out again. I guarantee that people who cultivate
AR by following these Six Great Principles will definitely become Buddhas.”
M F & —EAGAAEFEENRR Helping living beings to become Buddhas was his only purpose in
o M ERFAAAT AR AL appearing in the world. The Venerable Master vowed that wherever he went
FRBFT o A EBBRAAZIRMIEE % F he would not allow the Dharma to perish. Only the Proper Dharma must
TR ERE~FRF» AL ~FBHR A abide in the world. The Six Great Principles have an imperishable noble
F oM EERERBE—HMEc RRAER spirit that can keep the Proper Dharma alive. The Venerable Master said:
THMT 2 BB AR “If everyone in this world can follow these Six Great Principles, then
LM ARBIEEK EREY AR AELALA all wars, regardless of their form, can be resolved, and all problems
By o iE R FEI I INEG — (B KK 0 RS solved. I have been teaching you the Six Great Principles at the City of
Fr ey —EAZFH o RIMAREUAZMER Ten Thousand Buddhas for many years. Reflect, and ask yourselves: are
ME > REARF~FE~FK~FEHAR you doing as instructed? If not, you must do so as quickly as you can.
FER S RITZBAAKES 2 RELR Otherwise, this world is not going to last long. They are the most effective
BFEANARTERESNG > KATA AL A means of resolving hopeless situations and bringing the lives of all beings
ey e | to perfection. You do not want to take them lightly by doubting their

capacity in saving the world. It is the Six Great Principles that can save

BB B AN —EEmEIS > A0 R the world and all who live in it.”

NAESHER : Reviewing the Venerable Master’s oral teachings throughout his life, we
(B R EOREEHR T ?2LEFR can clearly see the weight he placed on the Six Great Principles:
FARE-FRK-FREAERASFREA AKX “What is the most important aspect of the Dharma? Not fighting,
% o KKHIE RN RMEMHEARME » RiFTE not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing personal
BO—KRZATATHTA c ImBEARLHEZE, £ advantage, and not lying. Every day, use these six guidelines as a yardstick
Bper s E o B4 A4 > RANE S F to measure your conduct on that day. If its not up to that standard, then
BRIt c BREHERGSASREES > you should immediately rectify your conduct. When you are free of errors
%‘? ANETF > AAKHE > EEAH - and only have merit and virtue, then you can be considered a Buddpist
disciple. These are the Six Great Principles of the City of Ten Thousand
TExF~FaT~FRK>F o F Buddpas. I hope everyone follows them, everyone becomes enlightened,
AR~ A RBARRE - AFCER AR and everyone becomes a Buddha.”
wA L > R EERF LT A
(B2 G R BB T o 8 Mm T 2 » EA: “The Six Great Principles—not fighting, not being greedy, not seeking,
AR LR 0 5 {E i PR A gkt 0 R AT not being selfish, not pursuing personal advantage, and not telling lies—
BEE o W2 g I — i B IE s TR can be explained equally from the perspectives of Buddhism, Daoism and
TR T o EPTHGRIE » A E Confucianism. 1o sum up, they are subject to free interpretation, because
EAHBHANRREEHE I o | by whatever approach they are interpreted, the results interpenetrate one
Mok & ihimiE@my > RiMed another without obstruction and are consistent with logic. The Principles
FRHT c RAEBBMIBIEAAFTF ~ F comprise the teachings of all religions, thus they are pragmatic in their
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application to daily life. The morality and ethics embedded in Buddhpism
have never gone beyond the scope of the Six Great Principles.”

“You must clearly understand the Principles I taught you today. Here ar
the City of Ten Thousand Buddbas I advocate that everyone should leave
behind fighting, greed, seeking, selfishness, pursuit of personal advantage,
and lying. This is my motto! Since every one of you follows me in studying
Buddbadharma, I am telling you the truth. You do not want to trear it

casually, because you will not encounter it anywhere else.”

The Venerable Master set a good model throughout his entire life, and his
conduct truly reflected the Six Great Principles:

“I am different from other people in my thinking, conduct, and way
of doing things. Other people wish to benefit themselves; I don’t wish to
benefit myself. If there is something I can do ro benefir living beings, |
want to do it, even if I have to die in the process. That is how my thinking
differs from theirs. As for my conduct, most people do not understand my
actions, nor do I need to explain myself to them. As for my way of doing
things, I do the things that no one else wants ro do. For example, when
1 left the home-life and became a Shramanera (novice monk), I cleaned
out the pit toilets and spittoons and swept the floors. I did the chores that
other people didn’t like doing. All of you should know that I am different
from intelligent and wise people in my thinking, conduct, and way of

doing things. I am like a fool; no one is more stupid than I am.”

“I don’t tell lies. No matter where I am, I try to be truthful. I engage
in straightforward speech and straightforward conduct, and I don’t use
manipulative tricks in dealing with people. If there is something I want
to say, then I say it wherever I am. I am not afraid of offending people. If
there is something I don’t want to say, then I don’t say it wherever I am. I

absolutely will not lie or cheat others.”

“Let me tell you: I am a straightforward person. I'm someone who
establishes his life in straightforwardness and doesn’t seek out the crooked.
If people want to punish me, they can go abead; it doesn’t matter. If you
punish me for telling the truth, I will still think its worth the effort, and
1 won’t hold a grudge against you. In cultivation, I don’t insist that other
people believe what I say. Even if they dont believe it, I will have tried
my best.”

The story that follows this introduction, entitled “How to Be a Good
President” is meant to exemplify the Venerable Master’s straightforwardness
in his speech and actions.

Now, on the 50th anniversary of the Venerable Master’s bringing
Buddhadharma to the West, we remember with gratitude his pioneering
hardships. We should also exemplify and personally put into practice the
Six Great Principles to perpetuate his lifework, in order to “permit only the

Proper Dharma to remain in the world.”
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