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Questions and Answers During the Venerable
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Translated by Bhikshu Jin Yan, Fulin Chang, and Roger Kellerman
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During the beginning of March in 1989, the Venerable Master went to
Washington D.C. A Bhikshuni, Mrs. Men Yi-Ping and I accompanied the
Master. The Master was also invited to the Quaker Center for Study and
Contemplation at Pendle Hill, located in a suburb of Philadelphia. We had
an old friend of CTTB who was an administrator in their organization,
the Society of Friends. He had visited the City several times in late 1970s.
And at the time of the Master’s visit in 1989, the sister of one of our
peer cultivators was working at Pendle Hill. We took a train with the
Venerable Master from Washington D.C. to Philadelphia, and the Master
was invited to stay at Pendle Hill for about four days (March 5-9), where
he gave a symposium on Buddhism and Ethics, along with Mrs. Men
Yi-Ping. There were two public lectures, “Renewal of Virtue” and “Virtue
in Action”, as well as workshops on Chan Meditation, and a seminar on
the common bonds found in the teachings of Buddhism, Confucianism,
and Christianity.

A group called the Philadelphia Buddhist Association invited the
Venerable Master to speak in Philadelphia before we went to Pendle Hill.
The Master surprisingly accepted even though we didn’t know who they
were. | remember the area reminded me of the blue-collar neighborhood
I was born and raised in on the west side of Chicago. When I saw the
building, it looked like it had just been rented or purchased and that they
were planning to do some remodeling.

When we arrived, nobody was there. It was already getting dark. I thought
to myself, “What have I done? I must have led the Master on a wild goose
chase.” All of a sudden, a couple of people showed up. They opened up
the building. And then, about 50 or more young people, in their twenties

and thirties, showed up. These were young American working families,
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working all day and pooling their resources to rent this building. They
were really sincere. Inside, the floor and everything was also in a rather
poor physical condition. However, we were concerned about finding a
proper chair for the Master. We wanted the Master to sit higher than the
audience. We couldn’t find a chair. Finally, the Master said, “Just forget
it.” The Master just sat on the floor with all these Americans. He literally
plopped himself down on the floor and put his legs in full lotus. In a very
spontaneous fashion, he started talking and answering their questions.

It was a wonderful experience. They seemed to have deep affinities
with the Venerable Master. He answered anything they would ask. He
was really accommodating to them. The Dharma just sort of gushed out
and they responded in kind. The questions and answers in this article
are from Pendle Hill, but we hope to be able to find the talks to the
Philadelphia Buddhist Association in our archival recordings and publish

them in the future.
* * * *

Ven. Master: | need to say clearly: “I am someone who is very stupid.
When I answer questions, I cannot answer those questions that are too
profound. Those questions that are too simple, everybody can answer, and
don’t need me to answer. So, when you ask questions, I may not answer.
Whoever wishes to answer can go ahead because they all have greater
wisdom than I do. Therefore, when you ask, don't pick the wrong person

to ask.”

Question: Yesterday I already asked this question to the Ven. Master.
But at that time, the Ven. Master told me that this question is not very
important. Now I wish to ask this question again—on whether it is okay
to combine the methods of reciting the Buddha’s name and investigating
Chan together. I have to say that this method of joint practice of these two
is already not very popular in Japan. When I asked the Ven. Master this
question, the Ven. Master said that it didn’t matter, what is important is
you need to have virtuous conduct—you must plant your feet firmly on
the ground, which means that you must cultivate honestly and sincerely.
I still would like to ask the question again. In the Sixth Patriarch Platform
Sutra, there is a passage on the Pure Land practice of reciting the Buddha’s
name. It says that if one’s mind is pure, that itself is pure land. There is
no need to go to seek outside. Because if you seck rebirth in the Western
Pure Land by reciting the Buddha’s name, then what about those people
who are already in the Western Pure Land, when they recite the Buddha’s
name, where are they reborn? Are they reborn in the Eastern Lapis Lazuli
Land. Some people take it that if you investigate Chan, you don’t need to
recite the Buddha’s name. If you recite the Buddha’s name, then you are
going down the wrong path. You are then becoming an externalist. The
mind itself is the Pure Land. I would like the Ven. Master to re-explain it

to decide whether this kind of view is correct or not.
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Ven. Master: This explanation is incorrect. I will just say a little bit.
True practitioners of Chan are truly reciting the Buddha’s name. True
practitioners of reciting the Buddha’s name are truly investigating Chan.
If anyone says one (method) is correct, and the other is wrong, then they
have not truly understood. It is said:“If you practice Chan and the Pure
Land, then you are like a tiger with horns. This life you will be a Teacher
of humans. In the future you will be a Buddha or a patriarch.” It is simple
and obvious.

If you really know how to recite the Buddha’s name, then this does
not obstruct investigating Chan. If in movement you are reciting the
Buddha’s name, then in stillness you can investigate Chan; or if in stillness
you recite the Buddha’s name, then in movement you can investigate
Chan. Movement and stillness are one—there is neither stillness nor
movement. Why is there “Chan” and “Pure Land”? Both Chan and Pure
Land are methods of practice spoken by the Buddha. They are mutually
unobstructed. It is not that one is right and one is wrong. If you say one
is right and the other is wrong, you are slandering the Buddha. Thus I say
that such a person’s view is wrong. What the Sixth Patriarch said is meant
to break through people’s attachments—he did not mean one method is
right and the other is wrong. If you have no attachment, then both are

correct. If you are attached, then neither is correct.

Ven. Master: Whoever has something to say, say it now.

Question: I have three questions: the first one is about the Japanese
Nichiren School. They just recite one phrase “Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
(Homage to the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra).”

efficacy or benefit attributed to it? The second: is there any benefit in the

Is there any

Lotus Sutra itself? The third is what insights or help the Tien Tai School

can offer to modern people?

Ven. Master: Reciting Homage to the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower
Sutra is better than not reciting at all, but reciting the sutras title is not
as good as reciting the sutra text. Reciting the sutras title is kid’s work.
Children cannot deal with so much text. So, just teach them to recite
Homage to the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra. This is a little better
than not reciting the sutra’s title at all. However, reciting the full text is
much better than just reciting the sutra’s title. You understand a lot more.
You will also comprehend the sutra’s meanings.

But as to how much benefit does the Tian Tai School have for the world,
since I did not found the school, I don’t really know the extent of its merit
and virtue. It probably has more than the grains of sand in the Ganges
River. This is a reply from someone who doesn’t know how to answer your

question. You cannot contradict my answer. Satisfied?
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