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The Analects of Confucius (continueq)
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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua
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Translated into English by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Chapter 3: Eight Rows of Eight Dancers

(10) The Master said, “At the ritual honoring the imperial ancestors,
when the libation has already been made, I do not wish to observe

what follows after!”

At the ritual honoring the imperial ancestors, when the libation
has already been made. The character “fifi’ (di) is the name of a
sacrificial rite, one of many large-scale state ceremonies. Conducted
once every five years in the State of Lu, this grand event involved the
use of pigs, goats, and black oxen as sacrificial offerings in the ancestral
temple to honor the founding ruler. A form of ancestral worship, the
ceremony was attended by the duke himself, the entire court of civil and
military officials, as well as eminent people of high status.

‘B (@) and B’ (i)

‘already.” 7%’ (guan), meaning ‘libation,” refers to the act of spilling

means ‘from’ or ‘since’ means

fragrant wine over the ground at the start of the sacrificial ceremony.
This was done with the intention of inviting the divine spirits to come
s

hands. The food offerings placed on the altar might contain sticky or oily

and partake of the sacrificial offerings. also means rinsing one’s
substances such as lard, butter, peanut oil, or honey. As the participants
could have inadvertently touched these offerings during the ceremony,
they would have to wash their hands after that. 4%’ (wing) means

activities when the participants began to disperse after making the

‘afterwards’ or ‘subsequently.’ (zhé) refers to the subsequent
offerings and rinsing their hands. I do not wish to observe what
follows after! “At that time, I am not interested to watch any further,”
said Confucius. ‘&’ (wi) means T and ¥ (guin) means ‘observe’
or ‘watch.” This is to say: “I don’t want to watch anymore!” A (yl)

< . 3 < b
means ‘wish’ or ‘want.
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What is the reason? It is because when Confucius first arrived at the
sacrificial ceremony, everyone was standing there respectfully, looking
very adorned and solemn as if they were facing the celestial spirits or
were in the presence of their teachers. However, once the libation had
been offered and people came down from the altar to wash their hands,
everyone became very casual, laughing and chatting with each other.
The sense of decorum was abandoned and the gathering became very
disorderly, much like a marketplace. Therefore, Confucius said that he
could not bear to witness such scenes.

For example, when lessons have ended, all of you line up properly
before leaving for home. This is very orderly and pleasing to the eye.
However, if you run all over the place, engage in fights or raise a ruckus,
then people will say, “The students in that school have no manners at
alll Who are their teachers? Just look at how naughty and mischievous
they are!” Ha! Even the teachers get scolded! This is what will happen.

What Confucius was saying was that even though only the initial
segment of the sacrificial ceremony had been completed, everyone
still ought to maintain a respectful attitude throughout the function,
and not be so lax and casual. Therefore, when he said: “I do not wish
to observe what follows after,” he was actually implying: “Sigh! In
the latter part of the ceremony, no one observes the rules of propriety.

Everything is so disorganized and chaotic!”
* * * *

In my absence, all of you must study this well. When I come again
the next time, I want you to recite it for me from memory. It is not just
one person but each and every one of you. I may ask you to recite it
individually or as a group. It’s not fixed. In short, whatever it is that I
teach you, you must digest it in your stomach. You are not allowed to
reject the food’ that I prepare for you and go hungry, that’s for sure.

The period from four to five o’clock will be set aside for this. As today
is the first day, I shall not ask you to stay back to memorize the text.
Next time, when the lesson is over, all of you will take a fifteen-minute
break and then come back here to recite the text for me. Everyone who
resides in the City, male or female, as well as the two students from
Los Angeles, must come. We'll have a competition to see whether it is
the women or the men who can recite well from memory. If the men
recite better, then the women have fallen behind, and vice versa. If both
camps recite equally well, then both will be number one. In a nutshell,
this is how the first examination will be conducted. Whatever it is that

I impart to you, you must not treat it casually. I'm not joking with you!
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