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The 4th Ordeal: Rats

On the fourth day, mosquitoes did not come, neither ants nor dogs,
but rats came. It was the ordeal of rats. The rats were as big as cats
and at first I thought they were cats. After a close look, I found that
there were white rats, gray rats, and some called “bean rats” which
live in the bean field. The bean rats have poor eyesight; and they
dig holes everywhere and live underground. The other rats were
nicknamed “big-eyed thieves,” for they have big eyes and are good
at jumping; they can jump over one meter high. While I was sitting
there, countless rats came and climbed or jumped onto me. One even
tried to jump onto my head!

I could not beat the dogs but killing the mosquitoes would have
been no problem; yet I did not kill them. I could also kill ants but
I did not hurt them. There were too many rats coming and some of
them tried to jump onto my head! When I tried to stop them with
my hands, they bit my hands until they bled. They were so ferocious! I
thought, “Do not catch them. Just let them bite!” Once I decided not

to care about them anymore, they were gone within twenty minutes.

The 5th Ordeal: Snakes

On the fifth day, there appeared numerous snakes of all sizes:

.
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large, small, long, and short. Usually there were no snakes in the
graveyard, but that night they all came and tried to bite me. I had
the same thought, “Let them bite. I dont mind being bitten to

death.” But again, in the end they didn’t bite and all went away.

The 6th Ordeal: Centipedes

On the sixth day, what came out? There came centipedes. I do
not know how many or where they came from. The large centipedes
were three to four inches long. I had never seen such large centipedes
before living at Western Bliss Garden and Flourishing Kindness
Monastery of Lantau Island [in Hong Kong].

The centipedes climbed onto the hut from all directions. The
straw covering the hut rustled loudly as they moved. I thought,
“Dogs, mosquitoes, ants, rats, and snakes came, and now here
come centipedes. What is going on? Whatever! No matter what
comes, just let it bite!” As soon as I cast out any thoughts of fear

and hostility, they all went away automatically.

The 7th Ordeal: An Exotic Aroma

On the seventh day, there came something very different! What
was it? It was an aroma that did not belong to this world, really
exotic and wonderful. After these seven days, everything calmed
down, and I had managed to survive all the ordeals in these
seven days.

Some things cannot be described or even imagined. I am afraid
if I talk about them, you would be scared to death. I had seen
gods, ghosts, and demons; I had somersaulted out from their midst.
For example, during that time period, I knew who would come
tomorrow and their names. Do you believe that? I even knew why
they came. But when they actually came, I pretended that I did

not know.

$)To be continued
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< Continued from page 18

Being in a dream within a dream, awakening to a body, outside my own.

After listening to Huang Shangu’s story, we have to ponder: All living beings rise
and sink in the six paths; sometimes as a male, sometimes as a female; sometimes as

a human, sometimes as an animal... What is the purpose of this coming and going?

But this moment, this “now,” we have to accept and cherish. We have to make

use of what we have now and take it to its full potential. We have to wisely use and

D . When will it end?
"HRAETHIZEEARE ¢ BTRAEAM
HEREE T > EAAS - KEHCH
NAE -

cherish our human forms to live a full life.
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