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Fifth. It is a time when the Buddha is willing to speak the Dharma
and living beings are willing to listen to the Dharma. Listening to the
Dharma and speaking the Dharma occur simultaneously; neither one is
higher nor lower as long as the audience and the teachings mesh. Some
beings come and listen to the Buddha speak this Dharma; the Buddha
wants to speak and living beings want to listen. These two aspects are of
equal importance. Above are the five ways of explaining “at that time.”

Concerning this sutra, “thus” fulfills the requirement of faith; “I
have heard” fulfills the requirement of “hearing”; “at one time” fulfills
the requirement of time; the “Buddha” fulfills the requirement of a
host; the “Trayastrimsha Heaven” fulfills the requirement of a place;
and “speaking Dharma for his mother” fulfills the requirement of an
assembly. Although the Buddha was speaking Dharma for his mother,
beings in the heavens and human beings also followed him. The one
thousand two hundred fifty disciples who always followed the Buddha
were there. The lord of the Trayastrimsha Heaven, Indra [Shakra], was
the Dharma Protector, the Meal Host, and the one who requested the
Dharma. Although the Buddha was speaking Dharma for his mother,
he was also speaking Dharma for the great assembly. That is why those
words “speaking Dharma for his mother” fulfill the requirement of an
assembly. Above are the fulfillments of the six requirements.

At that time, from infinite worlds in the ten directions—worlds to
the ends of empty space throughout the ten directions that pervade
the Dharma Realm—came uncountably many Buddhas and all the
Great Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas. These Great Bodhisattvas were

living beings with a great resolve for the Way. They assembled. See! The
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Buddhas and the great Bodhisattvas gather when the Earth Store Sutra is
lectured. How much the more should people gather too! Now as the Earth
Store Sutra is being explained, Buddhas and Bodhisattvas throughout the
ten directions gather here. If you open your Buddha Eye, you will see
that countless Buddhas and Bodhisattvas from the ten directions have

gathered to protect and uphold this Dharma Assembly.

Sutra:

To praise how Shakyamuni Buddha is able to manifest powerfully
great wisdom and spiritual penetrations in the evil world of the
Five Turbidities.

Commentary:

All the Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas throughout the ten directions went to
the Trayastrimsha Palace to praise Shakyamuni Buddha. Shakyamuni
is Sanskrit. Shakya is a surname while Muni is a first name. The name
Shakyamuni is his individual name. Buddha is a name common to all
Buddhas. Each Buddha has his unique name, in this case, Shakyamuni.

Shakya means “capable of being humane” while Muni means “still and
quiescent.” What does “capable of being humane” mean? It means that
he can save all beings universally with humaneness and virtue. “Still and
quiescent” means unmoving, silent, and scent-free. Confucianism speaks
of, “There is nothing more in quietude! No sounds, no odors.” This is an
indication of having reached the original substance. Still and unmoving is
samadhi, while capable of being humane is wisdom.

How come the Buddha can rescue living beings universally with
humaneness and kindness? It is because he has wisdom. Capable of being
humane is to accord with conditions. Still and quiescent is unchanging.
The Buddha never changes but always accords with conditions; accords
with conditions but never changes. In this still and unmoving samadhi,
he immediately connects to responses.

All beings with all their variety of thoughts, regardless of how many,
the Thus Come One knows and sees them all. The Buddha sees them all
because he is capable of being humane; he knows them all because he is
still and quiescent. Do not think that no one knows what we do. The
Buddha knows everything. So if we are but ten percent sincere in our
cultivation, we will receive a ten percent response; if we are 100 percent
sincere, we will receive a 100 percent response. If you are millions upon
millions times sincere, then even though Shakyamuni Buddha abides in
quiescent and unmoving fundamental enlightenment, he will connect
with you immediately, providing you with a helpful response so that
you will be successful in your practice soon. This is what it means by
Shakyamuni Buddha.

#>To be continued





