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My grandfather was a disciple of the Venerable Master Guang
Qin (aka the ‘fruit monk’ of Taiwan). I knew the highly

respected call of "fruit monk" when I was young and frequented

Guangzhao Temple with my family. Before I left Taiwan for
America, I asked my mother-in-law for a Chinese wood carving
of a bear. Unexpectedly, she gave me a bronze statue of Guanyin
Bodhisattva. Thereafter, I made offerings and bowed to Guanyin
Bodhisattva. We moved to Seattle in 1986. A friend from Taiwan
gave me a small book with the Grear Compassion Mantra, the Ten
Small Mantras, and the Heart Sutra. She said that although she
was Catholic, she had memorized the Heart Sutra but did not
know its meaning. I promised myself that I would memorize the
Heart Sutra and understand its meaning.

My husband ordered storybooks from Taiwan for the children.
I also ordered some sutras, and received the Diamond Sutra and
the Universal Door Chapter for free. Whenever I took my children
to piano lessons or sports practice, I would read the sutras while
waiting in the car. Mother passed away in 1993; my older brother
and I dreamed of her surrounded by golden light, an auspicious
sign of rebirth. My brother recommended that I read the
Shurangama Sutra, but he had lent his copy to someone and was
unable to give it to me. I returned to Seattle with the Shurangama
Sutra still on my mind.

I went to the library one weekend and was stunned to discover
a complete volume of the Shurangama Sutra. Since then, I have
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borrowed it countless times, and was fined for late returns almost as
often. I found two volumes of the Venerable Masters lectures and the
Venerable Master Yong Jia's Song of Enlightenment in the King County
Library, which I borrowed countless times as well. The people working
at the library must have wondered, “What are these books? This lady
never borrows anything else.”

In 1995 the causes and conditions finally ripened. I read about Gold
Summit Monastery in a Chinese newspaper. My husband said to me,
“If you don’t go soon, it will be too late.” And so I went. In 1998 I took
refuge and received the five precepts after participating in the Emperor
Liang’s Jeweled Repentance, and received the Bodhisattva precepts in
2000. Ever since then, I have been learning the Buddhadharma with
the guidance of the Sangha under the Venerable Master. I am like
a small fish in the great ocean that has only had a meager taste of
Dharma dew. It is difficult to go to temple since I live quite away. But
I often tell myself, “I am doing the right thing because in learning the
Buddhadharma I am not wasting my life!”

Lately, we have been diligently learning the Dharma Door of Buddha
Recitation. Dharma Master used expedient means and examples to help
us understand the principles, so we brought resolve to make reciting
the Buddha’s name as a part of our daily routine. In late December
2011, there were ten days of Buddha recitation session. During the
session, Dharma Masters practiced really vigorously with ease, setting
good models for all of us. From reciting Amitabha Buddha’s name,
I understand that my determination is unbreakable on the road
of cultivation. I am very lucky to have encountered so many good
teachers and friends in learning Buddhism. I should be vigorous in my
practice so that I will meet the Venerable Master’s expectations.

FEBRUARY 2012 VaJrRA Bopur SEaA 47






