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My Child Has Turned into an Automaton
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A Dharma talk given by Bhikshu Heng Sure on June 5, 2011 at Taipei Dharma

Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society
%k R3#%3¥  Translated into English by Nancy Chu

REAERTIINE ~ 7R 2RPEEE ~ B2 -
B H — LR EARIE IR O - &
JEEESTUE 2t M55 ¢ JAERW - BT 0 1R
WARBEZAZS T > RAE ? A+
AR ER T B K T 0 4 {%addiction >
UL - fROUMI A B ERES - N FHsmart
phoneft LA =8 T - MR I 2 H B
FliE i (RN SEEYHZE "1 am  down-
loading » FRAE Tk - NEHLMME > FHE
¥ I am downloading | | E{EfET - AT
BT ? BB TR AR G B A T R R
JH A ~ computer addicts (EEAEE ) o (BT
WE ? & —EHr eV RE - (e A REI R
78 RIFEAY -

K& ZAFERTR R ERER 25 PR S T 2]
AREMAE L > LHE SR EREZ
EASHY - IR HE R EEEE
MR B R —E 0 BRABAA Ex
L TR BHEEEA - BT ? %+
ARETEHE SR 2 EEEES - EEErEE—
EEEBEGER]  —EREEREAHA
TR - MBI AE R T T RPn

2, (invisible curriculum) - EEYIBHHE
JE -~ HEHER - e sS85 - S4uHA%E
AN -

FLL » —REMGEE &R - B 72
FHERVHETR o RfHEUE ? AARAERKE
o A 2R R (ETAIEZ - 3

Whether we were in Singapore, Malaysia, or Australia, there were
always some parents who came to tell us about their feelings. What did
they say? They said: “Master, it’s so strange! I don’t know if I should
say it. My children seem to be crazy about their computers; it’s like an
addiction. If you tell them not to use the computer or smart phone,
they get upset. Their eyes are glued to the screen and they growl, 'I
am downloading something, don’t bother me! Don't mess with me!
I am busy downloading!" That’s the way they are! Dharma Master,
what should I do? My children now seem to have become automatons,
computer addicts. What should I do?” Ah! This is a problem I have
never encountered before. Very troublesome!

About twenty years ago, people said that we should bring computer
technology into the classrooms as soon as possible; especially in third
world countries, where there was a lack of computers. However, many
educators have since changed from this kind of thinking. They say that
using computers is just a part of teaching. Teaching people by people
is still the best way, instead of teaching people by machines. Why?
Children cannot learn moral values from machines; morality is learned
through personal examples. They must look up to examples in order
to understand how to do things. Machines have no way to teach what
is called the “invisible curriculum.” For example, to understand right
and wrong, to understand true and false, and to understand wisdom
and ignorance, all these must be taught by people.

So, if someone looks at the screen all day long, what is that doing? It is
going against the way of filial respect. Why? Originally, in a big family,
there are grandparents, parents, nieces and nephews, uncles, aunts,
brothers and other relatives. People understood how to be filial through
their elders modeling it for the younger generation. Filial respect is an
invisible virtue. One’s character is not fully complete until one has filial
respect. In the modern nuclear family unit, slowly through a father, a
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mother, children, a dog, as well as a car, it becomes a complete
home. Well, Mom and Dad have to go to work, so they put their
children in a kindergarten. A car, like a Kiddie Taxi, comes to
pick up the children. Since parents have not come back home, the
children go to an after-school program. When the children come
home, the parents still have not arrived home. After the parents
come back, they are also very tired. Therefore, they sit the children
in front of the TV.

"Have your finished your homework yet?" "It’s done." "Oh,
then see you tomorrow. Okay, be good!"

In this way, it slowly became a situation in which one child
would be surrounded by a few screens, or as many as five screens:
television, computer, video game console, cell phone, as well
as iPad. The amount of time the kids spend with their parents
keeps shrinking, while the time the kids spend with their screens
keeps increasing. So naturally, much of the education of the child
happens through machines. So will the stuff on the computer and
YouTube be considered qualified and valuable teaching materials
or information? Not necessarily. What is the Internet like? It’s like
a highway: here comes a truck, there comes a bus, and a car, and so
on. Every kind of thing is there. How does one decide which one
is suitable for one’s child? Because learning is still largely “monkey
see, monkey do.” We will become what we behold. We turn into
what we have seen. So if there is no filter, no wise guidance, then
that is dangerous. It is bad that children go run and play on the
highways ! The highways are like this, and the internet is also the
same.

The Venerable Master earnestly devoted himself to education.
His purpose was to develop in young people the wisdom to be
able to differentiate between right or wrong, in the hope that they
will grow up with a strong sense of morality.

On the day of visiting Huafan University (Editor's note: Dharma
Master Sure led the delegation of Dharma Realm Buddhist
University to visit Huafan University in Taiwan on June 2, 2011), I
said, in Europe during the Dark Ages, there were savage tribes from
the North: Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Huns, Vandals, and Vikings who
traveled from north to south. Wherever they went, they burned
and plundered the small settlements and villages in their way and
killed all the people there. When they saw women, they raped them
and then killed them. This continued, one wave after another, for
centuries. It extinguished all knowledge, culture, and morality.
Therefore, it was called the Dark Ages; there was no light.

At that time, there was a group of religious people, early
Christians, because the Protestant Reformation had not yet
happened. There were celibate early Christian monks who went
into the high towers and put their Bibles there. Most of them were
transcribed Bibles. Then the invading barbarians on the ground
retreated, moving slowly back like the tide.
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When they saw that there was peace, these religious people
began to establish schools and provide education. They said, the
Bible taught that people should have morality and virtue. Their
culture began to be recovered and restored. Gradually, there were
people who could read, and who could distinguish between right
and wrong. There was a popular idea about how the Irish saved
civilization. That is, the Irish saved European culture, society, and
moral values because Ireland is an island nation and the invading
barbarians would have to board ships to reach them. The Irish had
a stone tower on an island where their culture and literature were
protected.

The Venerable Master had a lot of foresight in his philosophy of
education. He said that in the future, people will have forgotten
morality and the Way. At that time, will we protect education in
high towers in the West? We don’t know. If we want to preserve
something, we should memorize Buddhist scriptures, thereby
storing them in our minds. If the Buddhist scriptures are kept
entirely in computers, if a huge solar storm or some kind of
powerful computer virus were to attack our hard drives, the sutras
that we have copied to servers would all be destroyed at once.
Or through the sunspot (wireless network) make all of the hard
drives crash. Then there would be no more Buddhist Sutra. What
did Master Hua say about this? He said that we should quickly
memorize the Buddhist scriptures because the organic kind of
hard drive cannot be lost.

Many libraries are now fully computerized. If the computers
were to be destroyed, all of this culture will be gone. All of these
library books will be gone as well. It sounds fantastical, doesnt
it? Not necessarily. We're not preparing for that, and I'm not like
Harold Camping from Oakland, who said that when the end of
the world came, the computers will also crash. However, this is
possible. I have given considerable thought to what the Venerable
Master said. In saying that “education is the best national defense”,
Venerable Master Hua was also saying that education can save the
world, education can preserve our social mores. So, in studying
Buddhism, we first learn how to be good people. When one’s
humanity is perfected, Buddhahood accomplishes itself.

The DRBA is now providing education in Taiwan, the United
States, and Canada, for the purpose of developing this path of
morality and the path to awakening. Once morality disappears,
Buddhism is also forgotten, because there is no gate through which
one can enter the Dharma. That is why the path of morality is
important. Venerable Master Hua said that “education is the best
national defense,” and that is what we do -- promote education.
This is not to say that as Buddhists we forgo cultivation to teach;
it is not so simple. Master Hua had greater depth than that. His
vision stretches far into the future.

In the Saha World, we have four stages of the world, which are

formation, dwelling, decay, and emptiness. We are in the stage
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of decay, and the situation is worsening every day. Therefore, 1
think that these traditional moral values we have been keeping
have started to spread from East to West. We are like those Irish
monks running to the high towers. The invading barbarians now
have neither horns on their heads nor swords in their hands. Who
are they? They are probably the television and cable channels, the
internet and streaming video sources, and violent video games.
How many TV channels are there in Taiwan? When children and
adults alike see the barbaric content on TV, we forget about our
morality and ethics.

I sing Buddhist songs but I don’t sing merely to entertain. Music
is a method to help people understand true principles. In this high-
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speed society that is always looking for the next novelty, people
do not want to practice and they are not interested in pursuing
morality and ethics. Therefore, we are making preparations now
so that when the time arrives, we are ready to face it. This is not
based on my opinion; I am looking at history. When we look at
the past, we can know the future. We are fortunate to have such a
warning by the Venerable Master. I am not saying that the end of
the world is coming. The end is not arriving all of a sudden. The
end comes when people forget about their morality and ethics
litcle by little; then finally, they forget it completely and the door
to the Dao, to the Spiritual Way, closes as well.






