Cherish the Venerable Master’s Teaching
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A talk given by Bhikshuni Heng Yun on October 13, 2009
in the Buddha Hall of CTTB

&Y% %3% Translated into English by Ling Feng
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As we can see, there are many big, tall trees in CTTB, and most of
these trees have probably been here longer than us, and their roots are
deeply rooted in the fertile land. The big trees must have been seeds
or young trees in the past. In addition to being planted on fertile land,
they must have been irrigated and cared for, so that their roots can
gradually grow deeper. Thus they can stand tall in this place for so
many years.

Likewise, our Bodhi root also needs to be irrigated for a long time

and to grow on fertile land. Then it can endure any kind of test or
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coldness until it grows into a big tree. There's a saying, “Faith is the
source of the Path and the mother of merit and virtue; it nurtures all
our wholesome roots.” So, CTTB is like a piece of fertile land that can
help us to develop our Bodhi root.

Who provides us with this fertile land? Of course, everybody
knows—it’s Venerable Master Hua. In this world, it’s truly difficult
to find someone with great virtue like Venerable Master Hua. He has
mastered the entire Tripitaka [Buddhist canon] and the five different
schools of Buddhist practice, emphasizes both the principles and the
practices, and has penetrating insight regarding the world.

In terms of the Dharma, let us consider the five different schools
of practice: Chan, Teaching, Esoteric, Vinaya, and the Pure Land.
Let’s take Chan. The Venerable Master gave numerous Dharma talks
on Chan meditation, but also taught us how to actually meditate
and investigate Chan. He taught The Lives of the Patriarchs and the
Shurangama Sutra, which are all teachings of the Chan School.

As for the Teaching School, the Venerable Master said that on any
day where he did not explain the Dharma, he would not eat. He
gave various commentaries on different sutras, such as the Shurangama
Sutra, Lotus Sutra, Avatamsaka Sutra, Vajra Sutra, Sixth Patriarch's
Platform Sutra, Earth Store Sutra, and the Song of Enlightenment by
Master Yong Jia. The Venerable Master also lectured on shastras. He
gave commentaries on a variety of sutras and shastras.

As for the Esoteric School, the Venerable Master taught us the
Shurangama Mantra and the Forty-two Hands and Eyes. In this
world, you probably cannot find a second person who can explain
Shurangama Mantra with verses, and who can teach the Forty-two
Hands and Eyes.

As for the Vinaya, people may say that Venerable Master only lectured
on the Shramanera Vinaya [rules for novice monks]. However, in his
daily instructional talks, he gave many teachings on the spirits of the
Vinaya, and he led by example. In the past, disciples compiled the
Venerable Master’s lectures and instructional talks on the precepts into
a special edition, which includes topics for both monastics and lay
disciples, such as the four deportments of walking, standing, sitting,
and lying down; the rules of etiquette in the Buddha Hall and dining
hall, the way of greeting guests, the regulations for laypeople and
monastics in the monastery, and things that we should learn in dealing
with people. It is very rare to have such an inclusive teaching. That is
the Dharma jewel on precepts that the Venerable Master left us.

In addition, the Venerable Master gave Dharma talks on the Pure
Land practice, teaching us how to recite the Buddha’s name. He
also explained the Amitabha Sutra and the Chapter on Great Strength
Bodpisattva's Perfect Penetration through Mindfulness of the Buddha.

Other than those, Venerable Master also taught us worldly dharmas.
He taught us the Analects of Confucius and also composed Reflections in
the Water-Mirror: Turning the Tide of Destiny in which he commentated
on virtuous and malicious people both in ancient and modern times, in
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China and other countries. He showed us all the good examples so
we could emulate them. Those Dharma jewels that the Venerable
Master left us include everything between heaven and earth.

The Venerable Master didn’t just talk; he also practiced what
he taught. He taught us that we need to have Dharma Eye to
choose between right and wrong, and to walk on the right path.
For example, we are studying the Shurangama Sutra right now.
When I am compiling the commentary on the Shurangama Sutra,
especially the part about the Fifty Demonic States associated
with the aggregates, I found that the Venerable Master gave us
numerous instructions and corrections, and also pointed out
many phenomena in the world.

I remember the part where the Venerable Master was talking
about the demonic state in the aggregate of cognition. Because the
Venerable Master instructed us not to use the person’s name in the
book, you will not see his actual name. However, the original text
I was reading gave the name of a renowned contemporary monk.
The Venerable Master pointed out that that monk in fact was
under the influence of the fifty demonic states. The reason that so
many people have drawn close to him is because of his demonic
power. When I read this, I was terrified.

In addition, the text mentioned that someone had reached
a certain state in his cultivation and fell into a demonic state
associated with the aggregate of cognition. However, his disciples
didn't recognize those states and still considered him as a trusted
teacher. He then confused their minds, and they were happy
thinking that they were following a good teacher. Little did they
know that they were already on the wrong path.

Besides teaching and training us to have Dharma Selecting Eye,
the Venerable Master also instructed us on all kinds of issues in our
cultivation. I have been a monastic for many years. However, I
don't feel like I have drunk one drop of the water in the Venerable
Master’s boundless Dharma Ocean yet. We should really cherish
the endless Dharma jewels that the Venerable Master has left us.

Since we already have abundant Dharma jewels here, I personally
think there is no need to bring in teachings from other Dharma
Masters. It is not that I don't think their teachings or practices are
good; they do have their strong points. But it is because Venerable
Master has left us such abundant Dharma jewels, and we should
have faith in his Dharma. It's as if we already have a piece of fertile
land, but if we don't irrigate, we're not going to grow into a big
tree!

Someone who takes a look at this place and then visits some
other places are like a seed being sown here and then being sown
over there. The person can not decide where to plant it and thus
will never grow into a tree because the seed is always being moved
around.

I'd like to share one example I have encountered. There was a

FEBRUARY 2012 VAJRA BoDHI SEA 41




E=2 =122l Bodhi Field

W E A ] DA [E 3w % - 20— IRE R
SEVETE - o B4R EXEET 0 HT
AR TEE—EHE » AR -

FERPRIREEAE T » 55 NI ERR
EMEGEYIRARER T o RN R B
PRSI - R BT - F
PRESLT - BT HIEE W R T RREHZE
HEZAREESR » JHAEE -

2 1 (R e w E R b =R o T = M
Hy > FEEE A LIS A AREY > A EARY
HRATR - S T AZ  RABELST
JFEAZIAINRT LS - B S TRERE T
2 WAFIEEENHY o BUE - B EE(E
SATEUED o IEPEREREESAFEIER OB
EREERIAZS - KIEEE—EET -

(WASHERE T © ) EHEIMNEATHESR
REME - WERESLE - FAE - RE - fth
Mt ERI N ERBEINE - FrAMRaRIL AT
JEHR PR EN R IERERY © BT > ShmE YT
FAAERIRS » BAER EAVIR S © TKTEC
friE— R Lith b BIEZTFHFELE -

BN (PhtHiEse ) BriEEl - At
REER T RRAY » R(TTEMARGETE ? N AvE
fAEETT » ARSI ——s A FTEEN
IRefe > At RER A= AT - AL Z R,
Zaan > LREAATTAL o A IEFAIGTT - BB
FIMEL - M N EBRERR T - IR R EEE
ErREH T RE R T 2 S EETRRATHAT > B2k
EES BTN - HEREHILEN &
AT T > AEf R ETHE - —fFR
RRESER 1 - B2 (HhlE) ey —(E
NEE

AEE > FIEEREE LA - FEE SRR
T FAFIEVRR I A E - wEA] IS EIR
ZHEE - RTAEEARHE - BIRS AMRE
WA AR 0 AN B N (EEAYRF(E - E(E
BEFREREIR B ARIRE - S ZHLE
2 0 HOES RSN o BR B ARG RERER
O T o REESG A - EE AR i
b —EEEEINE BT HRATRENR
HYIE— R LE IR E > IR AT 2
BRI T FrPARS R EEAY S 2
PIAREE TREE > KEHS ) o BE(HEEE ? 2
eraikfipmany  Z2HE EAEIL -

42 EMERE —O—=%=A

mother who had not been in contact with her son for a while, and she
didn't contact him until she was about to die. The son wrote a letter
back to his mother saying, “I have been training in Taiwan and have
realized the First Fruit, that of Srotaapanna or stream-enterer. Mom,
you follow the Venerable Master. I hope that when you come back to
Taiwan, we can discuss the Buddhadharma together. That will be a
very pleasant thing to do.” His mother was ill and dying. The son just
wrote this one letter without considering her situation.

The friends of the mother called the son when she was dying.
Because of the time difference, it was midnight in Taiwan. A woman
answered the phone and passed it to the son. Therefore, I do not really
know what kind of Srotaapanna or stream-enterer the son has become.

There is a certain layperson, a so-called guru, who is very famous
in Taiwan. One disciple of the Venerable Master claimed that she had
attained enlightenment after following the guru. This person was
originally our Dharma sister. I do not know how she got enlightened so
quickly. Later, after seeing how quickly the son attained Srotaapanna
or stream-enterer, I can guess how she got enlightened so quickly.
There are many such things going on in the world, on the Internet
or in the books. And they also scold other people as being demons
or externalists. If you lack the Dharma Selecting Eye, you may think
they are correct.

Thus, there are many things going against the Dharma outside of
CTTB. So we should cherish the fertile land that we have here.

When the Venerable Master was lecturing on the Lives of the
Patriarchs, he spoke of a Patriarch who had broken his leg. When
that Patriarch had realized some awakening of the Dharma, he went
to tell his spiritual teacher. And the teacher started to hit him, and
not only that, but he also chased him to the edge of a cliff. He fell off
the cliff and broke his leg. Do you think the person will give up after
breaking his leg? After he broke his leg, he came back to his master
and continued investigating in order to realize the true mind. At the
end, he attained great enlightenment. However, he already had one
broken leg. That is a record in the Lives of the Patriarchs.

So, we are on this fertile land, on this mountain of treasures, and
we can have so many Dharma jewels without having to break a leg.
We should cherish this opportunity. Many people feel sorry that
they were not born at the right time to cultivate under the Venerable
Master when he was still alive. That was probably because they didn't
plant their causes and conditions with the Venerable Master deeply
enough in the past. So if we continue seeking outward, we will have
even less affinity with the Venerable Master. You are living in this
great monastery, on this fertile land, and yet you still seek something
outside. Later on, this consciousness might take you away so that you
will not be able to draw close to the wise teacher again. So, what am
I trying to say today? We should not hoard our jewels and fail to put
them to good use. What should we do? We should cherish what we
have -- the Venerable Master’s teaching.





