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You know, in those early days, the Master would, on rare
occasions, take us disciples on outings. Sometimes we would
go to the “one-man temples” of Chinese monks who came to
settle in the Bay Area. In the car on the way to such places
that had expensive interior decoration—fine furnishings and
thick carpets—the Master would quietly teach and re-teach
us the rules of etiquette:

Take off your shoes at the door. Don’t look around as if you
were thinking to steal something. Don't spill your tea. Don’t
ever go off alone in a room or place where you can't be seen;
otherwise the host will worry about what you are up to or
what you are going to take or break. Don’t pick up anything!
Don’t take books off the shelves. Don’t say things to challenge
or embarrass the Dharma Master.

It was very obvious that our visits upset those Dharma
Masters. As we trekked up to their doors, they would look at
us aghast, for we didnt “fit” their environment at all!

How different their attitude was from the Master’s kind
and open acceptance of us! His patience and expedients drew
us like magnets! He not only “put up” with our messes and
mistakes, he also slowly taught us how to clean up our messes
and mend our mistakes. And how different those Dharma
Master’s “temples” were from the plain, often old, but always
roomy and functional Way-places that the Master established
for the Sangha and laity to reside in! The question is often
asked why so many young people gravitated to the Master
and wished to become part of his Sangha and cultivate. These
are two big reasons!
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Venerable Master’s
Patience and Expedients
Drew Us Like Magnets!
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