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The Fourth Patriarch-

The Venerable Upagupta

BN EAHAL983F11AS5H Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on November 5, 1983
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The Venerable One was a native of the area around Pataliputra,
and was of the shudra caste. When he was seventeen, he went to
the Third Patriarch and left the home-life. The Patriarch asked,
“How old are you?” He answered, “Seventeen.” The Patriarch then
asked, “Is your body seventeen, or is your nature seventeen?” He
answered, “The Master’s hair has already turned white. Is your
hair white or is your mind white?” The Patriarch said, “My hair
is white, not my mind.” Then Upagupta answered, “My body is
seventeen, not my nature.” The Patriarch knew he was a Dharma
vessel, so he shaved his head and gave him the complete precepts.
Then he told him, “In the past the Thus Come One transmitted
the unsurpassed Dharma Eye to Kashyapa. It has been passed
down through the generations to me, and now I am going to
transmit it to you. Do not let it perish.” After the Venerable One
obtained the Dharma, he traveled to the appropriate places to
teach. The demon palace quaked, and Papiyan was terrified.
Later the Venerable One met Dhritaka. Then he leapt into space,
manifesting the eighteen transformations, and entered nirvana

while seated in lotus posture.

Commentary:

The Venerable One was a native of the area around Pataliputra,
and was of the shudra caste. Counting from Shakyamuni Buddha,
the Venerable Upagupta is the fourth Patriarch. He was born in a
region in India called Pataliputra and was of the shudra caste [Editor’s
Note: the fourth caste, that of servants and laborers].

When he was seventeen, he went to the Third Patriarch and
left the home-life. When he was seventeen, he left home with the
Venerable Shanakavasa. The Patriarch asked, “How old are you?”
The Third Patriarch asked him, “How old are you?” He answered,
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“Seventeen.” He replied, “I am seventeen!” The Patriarch then
asked, “Is your body seventeen, or is your nature seventeen?”
He answered, “The Master’s hair has already turned white.

?” “Master” refers to

Is your hair white, or is your mind white
the Venerable Shanakavasa. The Venerable Upagupta then replied,
“Your hair is all white! Is it your hair that is white? Or is it your
mind that is white?” Like this, instead of answering that his physical
age is seventeen or that his nature is seventeen, he returned the
question with a question. “Your hair is all white. Then is it your
hair that is white? Or is it your inner mind that is white?” Take a
look!

The Patriarch said, “My hair is white, not my mind.” The
Patriarch then replied, “It is my hair that is white. My mind is
not white!” Then Upagupta replied, “My body is seventeen,
not my nature.” The Venerable Upagupta then said, “My body is
seventeen, but my nature does not have a ‘seventeen’ to it.”

The Patriarch knew he was a Dharma vessel, so he shaved his
head and gave him the complete precepts. The Third Patriarch
knew he was a good man with some wisdom, so he quickly shaved
off his hair and gave him full ordination.

Then he told him, “In the past the Thus Come One
transmitted the unsurpassed Dharma Eye to Kashyapa. It has
been passed down through the generations to me, and now I
am going to transmit it to you. Do not let it perish.” The Third
Patriarch told him, “In the past, Shakyamuni Buddha transmitted
the utmost Proper Dharma Eye to Venerable Kashyapa, and it
has been handed down generation after generation. It has been
transmitted to me, and now I am going to transmit this Dharma
to you. You are to continue passing it down and not let it cease.”
The Venerable Kashyapa’s name should be read jia she in Chinese.
“Transmitted through the generations” means it has been passed
down generation after generation.

After the Venerable One obtained the Dharma, he traveled
to the appropriate places to teach. After the Venerable One
obtained the Dharma, he set out to teach living beings everywhere,
converting many. So the demon king became scared.

The demon palace quaked. When someone truly cultivates, the
palace of the great demons would shake, so they become anxious.
That is the reason why the demons want to disturb human’s
cultivation. There are two opposing forces: If the demon’s power is
stronger, then the Buddha’s power is waning; if the Buddha’s power
is triumphant, then the demon’s power is waning. In other words,

if the number of good people increases, then the number of bad

> Continued on page 14
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