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Let me give a simple example, so you can all understand. The lowest kind
of living beings have the worst kind of happiness. Consider, for instance,
the worms in the manure pit. These worms live in the toilet, and we are
not referring to flush toilets; they live in the manure. They are born there
and they think their home is very good; there is good food, good drink,
and a good place to live. They are so happy! Therefore, they jump around
in joy. From morning to night, they happily dance in the manure pit.
I am serious! Why are they dancing there? It is because they feel happy.

The people in the human realm are always eager to go dancing; it is
also because they think dancing is not bad. How about flies? They are
attracted to places that stink, and they avoid places that are fragrant.
‘When they reach a place that stinks, they linger around the place, not
wanting to leave, because they think that smell is the best.

Moths are another kind of flying insect. When they see a light, they fly
towards it. The lights we have now will not kill them unlike the oil lamps
of the past. Why do they fly towards the light? It is because they think
that place has the finest things to fulfill their need. It is like Li Tai Bai
fishing for the moon in the water. In the same analogy, these moths act as
if attempting to fish for the moon, flying towards the light. Probably, Li
Tai Bai was a transformation of a moth. In a previous life, he was a moth
looking for the light; now he is looking for the moon in the water. This
is the relationship between cause and effect. We have discussed small

insects.
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Bigger animals such as dogs like to eat the feces of humans and other
creatures. When you give dogs the best rice or vegetables, they refuse
to eat. Maybe they will eat, but even after they have had their fill,
when they see feces, they still want it! Why? It is because they think
this is the most appetizing and the best food there is. This is just like
when humans have had their fill, they still want to eat some fruits to
help with digestion. This is the dog’s realm; they think they are very
happy there. Some people might think: “Ugh! This is disgusting! How
can they eat this?” You have not become a dog; if you were a dog, you
would eat it too! Why? It is because when you get to that stage, you
would have forgotten that it is not good. You are in the human realm;
therefore, you think that it is the filthiest. If you put some human feces
on a plate of the most delicious food, no one would eat it! It need not
be much, just as much as the size of a penny, still no one would eat it.
Why? It is because people think that it is not clean.

Therefore, when people see these living beings in these environments,
they think it is the most suffering. What about themselves? “I am very
happy and content here! It is very good here!” Just look! We humans
of this world live in this coarse and dilapidated world of the five sense
objects. People are attracted to the states of the five sense objects—
sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and sensations of touch. They get
intoxicated by sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and sensations of touch
and do not know to wake up.

Beings in the heavenly realm see the things we eat—sights, sounds,
smells, tastes, and sensations of touch—as too filthy, just like the
worms in the manure, or just like humans see dogs eating feces. In the
eyes of the heavenly beings, this world is just as filthy as the manure
pit. However, we think we are not bad at all—the sights are very good,
the smells are very good, and the flavors are not bad either! These states
of the five sense objects are all very good. We are dancing here, too,
just like the worms dancing in the manure pit. Do you believe this? If
you do not believe it, then you can try it out! I do not wish for you to
believe it, but wait until the time is right. You will then know that this
is the case, because you will have had the experience; since you have
not had the experience yet, of course you do not believe it now.

When the heavenly beings see humans, to them it is as if we are living
in the manure pit. When you see the heavens of the desire realm, that
realm also consists of the five sense objects of sights, sounds, smells,
tastes, and sensations of touch. But, in comparison to the human
realm, those are so much better and much more magnificent. There

is no comparison.
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