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Talk given by Bhikshu Heng Lyu
on December 11, 2011 in the Dining Hall of CTTB
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Time flies; this year -- 2011, is going to end and become history.
Then we are going to face the next year, 2012, which is predicted
to have many disasters. As Buddhists, how should we deal with this
situation?

In the past, great virtuous ones, such as Great Master Lotus Pond,
Venerable Master Hsu Yun, and Venerable Master Hua encouraged
people to be mindful of the Buddhas in order to eliminate disasters
and change fate. What kind of Buddhas should we be mindful of?
We should be mindful of the Buddhas of the three periods of time.
What are they? They are the Buddhas of the past, the present, and
the future.

First, be mindful of the Buddhas of the future. Who are they? You,
I, he, she, and all living beings are Buddhas of the future because we
will all become Buddhas eventually. If we can respect living beings
instead of slighting, harming, or killing them, we are being mindful
of future Buddhas.

Second, be mindful of the Buddhas of the past. Shakyamuni
Buddha was one of the Buddhas in the past. From his birth until
he entered nirvana, he compassionately benefits living beings all the
time. If we can try our best to benefit living beings, then we are being
mindful of the Buddhas of the past.

Third, be mindful of the Buddhas of the present. You may say,



Wishing You Happiness in the Year

of the Dragon
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“That means to recite Amitabha Buddha’s name, right?” You are
right. However, it is okay to recite Medicine Master’s Buddha’s
name, too. Please don’t forget about the two living Buddhas around
us: our parents. If we can chant the Buddha’s name and practice
filial piety to our parents, we are mindful of the Buddhas of the
present.

Later at 1:00 p.m. in the Buddha Hall, we will have the liberating
life ceremony, which is a way to be mindful of the Buddhas of the
future, to respect all living beings. At 2:15 p.m. we will continue
reciting the name of Amitabha Buddha, which is to be mindful
of the Buddha of the present. From now until 1:00 p.m. the Hall
of No Words will be open. You are welcome to pay respect to the
sharira of Shakyamuni Buddha, Venerable Master Hsu Yun, and
Venerable Master Hua and learn from their wholesome spirit to
benefit living beings. That is to be mindful of the Buddhas of the
past.

If you haven't taken refuge or the five precepts, you may come to
the Long Life Hall at 12:30 p.m. To take refuge is to be mindful of
the Buddhas of the three periods of time all at once.

Next year in the Chinese lunar calendar is the year of the dragon.
I wish that you'll be happy in the year of the dragon and that your
body will be strong like the dragon’s. What kind of dragon? This
dragon is vegetarian, practices filial piety, benefits living beings,
and recites the Buddha’s name all the time. In this way, the disasters
of the world and individuals will decrease or disappear.
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