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My Causes and Conditions with the Master

Shr Fu [the Venerable Master] is an Extraordinary
Good Knowing Advisor, second to none, who’s
extremely difficult to find in the world. Shr Fu is
the Absolutely Proper Guide and Insurance for me
to go to Amitabha Buddha’s Pure Land. He is my
past, present, and future Light By Day and Night.
I'm forever grateful to Shr Fu for providing me with
all the opportunities to become his lay disciple.

Before 1978

I was born into a traditional Chinese family in
1941. So, I was brought up to believe in the ideas
and practices of Confucianism and Deityism as
well as Taoism. I didn’t experience Buddhism in my
childhood, but my birth certificate states that my
religion is Buddhism. That exposed me as a child to
Buddhism.

My parents sent me to study in an English School,
which led me to study World History as a subject,
because at that time Malaysia was still under British
rule. In the subject of World History, I learned about
the history of India and the existence of the Buddha
and Buddhism. That was my second exposure to
Buddhism.

Attheage of 10, I was introduced to Christianity by
my classmates and I accepted it as my new faith, and
denounced my earlier Chinese traditional beliefs.
Three years after graduation from the University of
Singapore, I became a life-insurance agent at AIA.
In 1970, I achieved the top management position
company-wide at AIA, at the expense of contracting
peptic ulcers. Western doctors told me they could
not cure the ulcers but could only help me to control
my pain. Like all Christians, I prayed hard to their
God to cure me. My prayers were not answered.

In 1970, a friend suggested I learn Yoga and Yogic
meditation. Within three months my ulcers were
healed, permanently. Thus, I began to look for more
knowledge about meditation.

Another friend took me to the Brickfields Temple
in Kuala Lumpur and gave me a book, titled “You
Are Responsible,” written by the temple’s chief monk,
the late Rev. K. Sri Dhammananda. That book
caused me to let go of Christianity and the God
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idea. From the Brickfields Temple, I learned and practiced the principles
of Buddhism, with special interest in Vipassana Meditation.

Between 1970 and 1978, I learned about meditation from Thailand’s
monks and one Japanese Zen teacher. My search for meditation teachers
caused me to meet friends who introduced me to Buddhism and Shr Fu.
Before coming back to Buddhism, I was wandering and lost in a spiritual
wilderness, seeking peace, success and happiness from secular teachings
and other religions, which gave me short, temporary results. During that
time, I frequently had a recurrent dream of going to school, taking exams
and failing them. I was always anxious and unhappy in my dream, and
upon waking up from sleep.

After 1978

Later in 1978, a friend lent me the English translation by the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) of the Sixth Patriarchs Sutra, with Shr Fu’s
commentaries. After reading the book, the Sutra’s contents inspired in me
a strong desire to meet Shr Fu, and learn from him. The Sixth Patriarchs
Sutra had influenced me greatly. Since then, my recurrent dream of going
to school and failing exams stopped forever, indicating to me that my
anxiety of incessant searching for a Good Knowing Advisor had been
eliminated.

Subsequently, in the same year, another friend informed me that Shr
Fu was in Kuala Lumpur giving Sutra lectures in the Selangor Chinese
Assembly Hall. I went with my wife to attend one of his lectures. We
stood at the back of a packed hall and saw Shr Fu and his disciples (D.M.
Sure, etc.) from more than fifty meters away. Being English educated, both
my wife and I could not understand what Shr Fu was saying and so we
left the scene after about ten minutes. Nevertheless, I felt a strong wish at
that time to go to CTTB to meet Shr Fu in person and further unfold my
causes and conditions with him.

In 1979, I had earned as a performance reward from AIA, our family’s
first trip to San Francisco. Upon checking into the hotel in San Francisco
and leaving my wife and son with the other colleagues, I went with one
colleague to the old Gold Mountain Monastery to get information on
how to go to CTTB. I was impressed by D.M. Shun who gave us the
information and contacted CTTB to say that we were going to visit. We
left San Francisco at about 2 pm by the Santa Rosa bus and arrived at the
Ukiah bus station at after 5 pm. It was already dark, and one Dharma
Master came to the bus station to fetch us in Shr Fu’s car and take us to
CTTB in Talmage, about one mile away.

On seeing the mountain gate of CTTB, tears of joy began to roll down
my face, until we crossed it. I felt as if I was returning home after a very
long period of aimless wandering in the wilderness. We were taken to the
kitchen for a quick dinner and then to join in the evening recitation. After
that, Shr Fu allowed us to bow to him and kneel before him.

Shr Fu asked me what my occupation was. When I told him that I was
doing the life insurance business, he said, “I'm also in the ‘life’ insurance
business.” And he asked why I wanted to see him. When I said I wanted to
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take him as my teacher, he replied, “I only bluff people. How can I be your
teacher?” This short and close encounter with Shr Fu firmly strengthened my
relationship with him in this lifecime. Before we left the Buddha Hall, Shr
Fu invited us (and our families), to have lunch with him in Gold Mountain
Monastery, three days later.

Lunch with Shr Fu and his American disciples in the Gold Mountain
Monastery further strengthened my relationship and respect for Shr Fu. I
was impressed by Shr Fu’s friendly and jovial behavior with all of us, which
dispelled my fear of him. I was inspired by one of his American disciples
who was asked by Shr Fu to recite the Great Compassion Mantra. Instantly,
I decided to learn the Mantra after that visit. This Mantra became the first
Mantra that I memorized. As a result, I felt that I had known Shr Fu for a
very long time already.

When I returned to Kuala Lumpur, I made a 180° turnabout in my life.
This saved me from my continuing intensive pursuit of the five desires, and
I gave rise to the thought of leaving home in CTTB. I told my wife that I
wanted to scale down and slow down my business life in order to learn and
practice more of Shr Fu’s teachings. I also told her my intention of going to
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CTTB to leave home.

In 1981, I made a trip to CT'TB by myself, alone, at my own expense. The
day before I left Kuala Lumpur, my son fell from his bicycle and had some
wounds on his body. Originally, I wanted to cancel my trip, but after some
thought, I decided to go ahead with the trip.

When I arrived at CTTB, Shr Fu was giving a lecture after the midday
meal. I sat down to listen to the lecture, with eight questions written on a
piece of paper in my pocket. To my amazement, even though I had not raised
the questions, Shr Fu answered them for me within the next few minutes. I
realized that I should stay to learn more from Shr Fu. I stayed at CT'TB for
one month; I was also assigned the daily duty of sweeping the roads.

This 1981 trip made me decide to become one of Shr Fus Dharma
protectors. Sometimes, Shr Fu seemed to be talking to me alone during his
lectures, such as: “You must not read in the restrooms, especially Dharma
books and Sutras.” “You must not read when lying down or else you'll be
born as a snake in the future.” “When you make offerings to the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas, you must place the offerings in front and not on the sides

of their images.” $d7To be continued
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