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Some of the Things the Venerable Master
Taught in a Split Second
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A talk / translated by Liang Zhao Liang on November 12, 2011 in the Buddha Hall at CTTB
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I'd like to share an experience with the Venerable Master.
At that time, I didn’t really cherish what was said. However,
this time when I returned to CTTB, I met a lot of Dharma
friends and Dharma Masters who never had the opportunity
to meet the Venerable Master. Thinking back to eighteen
or nineteen years ago when I lived at CTTB, Id like to
share some of the Dharma that the Venerable Master gave
and some experiences. There’s an incident that I remember
clearly; it was when visitors from Humboldt State University
came for a visit.

A Dharma Master gave me a magazine this morning. On the
front cover, it mentioned that Father Rogers held a Catholic
mass in the Buddha Hall at CTTB, in commemoration of
the Venerable Master at the time of his passing. I think this is
an incident that’s worth mentioning. It was in 1993 when the
students from Humboldt State University came for a retreat
that the Venerable Master introduced us to Father Rogers.

The next morning, the Venerable Master invited Father
Rogers to hold mass in the Buddha Hall. I don’t remember
exactly when it was, maybe six o’clock in the morning. The
reason I felt it was special was because I couldn’t imagine a
Catholic priest or a Christian minister inviting any Dharma
Masters to hold a Great Compassion Repentance or some
other Buddhist ritual at a church.

The Venerable Master was broad minded and tolerant and
did not even consider Buddhism a religion, but just a form
of wisdom. He practiced what he preached. I felt that Father
Rogers also respected this style of Venerable Master very much.

I was in the audience at one time, and I'd like to share
an exchange I witnessed between the Venerable Master and
Dharma Master Heng Sure, which showed how careful and
precise the Master was in teaching his disciples.

During that time, the students from Humboldt State
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University didnt come as a huge group. Usually it was
twelve or thirteen students at a time. We held the discussion
in a small classroom. One of the panelists was Dharma
Master Heng Sure.

I couldn’t remember the others. When the discussion was
about to begin, the Venerable Master walked in. He sat in
front of Dharma Master Heng Sure, but sideways so we
could only see half of his face.

One of the students in the audience recognized Dharma
Master Heng Sure, raised his hand and asked if he was the
one from Three Steps One Bow. Dharma Master Heng
Sure only acknowledged with a nod and a tiny smile. The
Venerable Master looked over at Dharma Master Heng Sure
and he lowered his head. This happened quickly, like a movie
and it made an impact on me.

At first, I thought it was only human that when people
point out and praise you for things youve done, that one
would be happy, and that it was a natural human reaction.
I knew that when the whole thing happened, the Venerable
Master was reminding the cultivator that you have to watch
every single thought, not be arrogant or lax, even for a
second.

Ifs just like in the Water Repentance Ceremony, the
Dharma Master Wu Da felt proud of himself and he got in
trouble. The reason I want to recall this incident is because
I feel it is meaningful. Usually teachings by the eminent
monks could only be read in old records. When they were
teaching you a lesson (by hitting you), we usually only
read it in history books. We never see these kinds of things
anymore; it’s like watching a film. That’s why I cherish being
in the audience and witnessing things like this, which I can
now share.

The other incident I want to share happened around 1987,
during one of the first couple of times I came to the City. I
was still teaching. One of the things people looked forward
to was after the lecture, the Venerable Master would come
to bless people using a staff, close to where the abbot stands
in the middle of the hall. It wasn all the time that people
would receive a tap of his staff. It was something people
looked forward to.

I forgot what Dharma event it was, but I had brought my
mother. One of the things I thought awkward was to cram
around the Venerable Master. Normally, it was the parents
that told their kids to get near to the Venerable Master, so
they would be blessed. At that time I was a graduate student,
so I felt awkward when my mother pushed me forward.
I remember I knelt down but I was still distant from the
Venerable Master. I was in a dilemma - my mother was
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pushing me to get close and I was
pulling back as I felt I shouldn
fight for a place with the other
kids.

I didnt want to make my mother
disappointed that I didnt get
blessed. I remember seeing a little
boy who was in the same situation,
. whowas also being pushed forward
by someone, perhaps his mother.
He was caught in front of me so
I was kind of happy he could go
. first. I remembered I moved back
a bit so he could get closer. I don't
remember if I said this aloud but I
thought it was okay for someone
else to be in front of me. Suddenly, the Venerable Master hit
me with the staff. If I remember correctly, I was quite a way
from him, so I dont know how he reached me. Every time we
recite the Six Principles, “no fighting,” I will think about this
incident. Actually I just had a thought of letting others go first
at that moment, yet, Venerable Master already knew it.

Also I want to mention a time when Venerable Master
was teaching us about how to speak Dharma. Back then, I
was attending the Chinese couplet writing class. Because of
my duties with the school or for other reasons, I wasn' able
to attend the class all the time. This was around 1993, when
the Venerable Master wasn in good health, so he didn visit
CTTB often.

I lived in the cottage close to Venerable Master. When he
returned, we would know because we could see the light on in
his cottage. I didn’t have to see the light to know he was back.
The atmosphere would give it away -- people would be excited
and pay more attention to the things they did, or people would
be very excited or joyful.

There was one time I was called on to do translation.
Before then, I didnt know what would happen and had
not done translation before. I was sitting next to him and
felt extremely nervous. He looked at the audience and said,
“Guo Pu (Dharma Master Heng Hsien), why dont the more
experienced translate?” Then she came up and I felt so relieved.

Why was I nervous and anxious? People wanted to know
everything the Venerable Master said and if the translation
wasn't done propetly, it would be disappointing -- and it was a
lot of pressure.

Time is up, so I will stop here. I appreciate your giving me
a chance to share my experience from the Venerable Master's
teaching.
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