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The Third Patriarch,

The Venerable Shanakavasa
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Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on November 2, 1983
Jl R 4o 33 Translated into English by Winnie Chou
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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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Afterwards he transmitted the Dharma to Venerable Upagupta and then hid
away in the country of Kashmir on Ivory-White Mountain. He manifested
the eighteen transformations of an Arhat, and used the Fire Light Samadhi
to burn up his body. Later, he transmitted the Dharma to Venerable Upagupta
and then hid away in northern India, south of the country of Kashmir on Ivory-
White Mountain. When the time came for his entering stillness, he manifested
the eighteen transformations of an Arhat in empty space and used the Fire Light

Samadhi to cremate his body.

A verse in praise:

Auspicious signs heralded his birth.

He turned the wondrous Dharma Wheel.

A throng of five hundred immortals

Showed the Patriarch special reverence.

Without the pretext of a single word,

His face broke into a smile.

Subduing dragons, taming elephants,

He propagated the Way between heaven and earth.

Commentary:

Auspicious signs heralded his birth. / He turned the wondrous Dharma
Wheel. Auspicious omens appeared when Venerable Shanakavasa was born.
Responding to these auspicious signs, the Venerable One was born into the world
to turn the wonderful Dharma wheel. A throng of five hundred immortals /
Showed the Patriarch special reverence. Five hundred immortals followed
Venerable Shanakavasa in cultivation. They only wanted to take refuge with

Venerable Ananda and no others.
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Without pretext of a single word, his face broke into a smile. These words
are used in certifying a person’s skill (in cultivation). Subduing dragons, taming
elephants, / He propagated the Way between heaven and earth. The Venerable
One subdued the fiery dragons. Later he hid away in Ivory-White Mountain. His
teaching of the Way was made known throughout heaven and earth. The Chinese

characters “qian kun (§Z}]1)” mean heaven and earth.

Another verse:

Cultivating immortality and studying the Way deep in the mountains,

He bowed and requested the Dharma from ‘Rejoicing,’ beseeching his pity.
Five hundred immortals took refuge with the Triple Jewel.

Two fiery dragons soared into the Nine Heavens.

The Proper Dharma Eye Treasury was transmitted via the Mind Seal.

The golden ascetic settled in Yunnan.

The succession of Patriarchs is devoid of words,

The lamps shine upon one another, making it brighter than before.

Commentary:

Cultivating immortality and studying the Way deep in the mountains.
Venerable Shanakavasa wanted to study the method for attaining longevity and
staying young forever, so he went deep into the mountain to cultivate immortality
and become a Taoist. He bowed and requested the Dharma from ‘Rejoicing,’
beseeching his pity. Afterwards, he saw that Venerable Ananda was about to enter
nirvana, and the great earth manifested six kinds of quaking. He recognized him
as a sage, so he came and bowed, secking to be taught by ‘Rejoicing.” ‘Rejoicing’ is
just Ananda. He requested Venerable Ananda to teach and liberate him.

Five hundred immortals took refuge with the Triple Jewel. Because the Taoist
priests refine and consume the elixir of immortality, they are also known as dan
ke. The Venerable One led his retinue of five hundred disciples to take refuge with
Venerable Ananda and the Triple Jewel. Two fiery dragons soared into Nine
Heavens. He subdued and tamed two fiery dragons so they would not cause harm
in the mundane world. They all dwell in the heavens above.

The Proper Dharma Eye Treasury was transmitted via the Mind Seal.
Venerable Ananda transmitted the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury to him. This is a
kind of Wondrous Dharma that is passed from mind to mind. The golden ascetic
settled in Yunnan. The golden ascetic is Venerable Kashapa, who is presently still
in samadhi in Yunnan province of China.

The succession of Patriarchs is devoid of words. This dharma-method is the
method of succession from one Patriarch to another. There are no fixed words to
say or any mantra to recite. There’s none of those! The mind is used to seal the
mind. This is called the Dharma-teaching of the Mind Seal. There is nothing to
say. The lamps shine upon one another, making it brighter than before. They
shine upon and reflect one another, increasing the brilliance. Therefore it says

‘making it brighter than before.” The resulting radiance is brighter than before.
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