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CHAPTER 1: SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF

THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN

i E A% Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Dharmas spoken by the Buddha are true, actual, and never spoken in
vain. All of us—all beings—should deeply accept these principles. If these
words go in one ear and out the other, nothing will be gained by it. We
must practice truly and honestly and be responsible and reliable. We must
not allow even a hair’s breadth, even a subtle particle of untruth to become
mixed into what we do. We must be totally true.

The Buddha was in the Trayastrimsha Heaven. This phrase fulfilled
the requirement of a place. The Buddha was there speaking Dharma
for his mother. Shakyamuni Buddha went to the Trayastrimsha Heaven
to rescue his mother. Seven days after the Buddha was born, the Buddha’s
mother, Lady Maya, passed away and became reborn in the Trayastrimsha
Heaven. Maya is Sanskrit. It means “great magic” or “illusions.” The
Buddha’s mother had been the mother of the past thousand Buddhas;
she came to be every Buddha’s mother. As strange as it sounds, this is
what happened. She came to be a Buddha’s mother and after that Buddha
realizes Buddhahood, he speaks Dharma for her. It’s like being in a play.
Actually, if you understood this world, you would realize that everything
is like a play. This is the truth in life. Once you understand this one true
principle, you will understand other true principles.

Most people do not know how to really watch life’s drama unfold; they
only watch the content that includes sadness and joy, separation and
union—such emotions as joy and happiness, sadness and fear, love and
hate, and desire. People who actually perceive all this realize that human

life is but illusion and transformation. “All conditioned dharmas are but
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dreams, illusions, bubbles, and shadows. They are like dew drops and
When the Buddha taught living

beings he was in the Samadhi of Roaming in a Play; he did not react to

lightning, contemplate them thus.”

anything as being a big deal. In that way, he was unlike most of us who
are attached to everything around us—everything we come upon. We can
not look upon everything as being perfectly integrated and unobstructed;
all states are but illusory and unreal. We are attached if this is not how we
perceive states.

The role of the Buddhas mother, Lady Maya, is to be a thousand
Buddhas” mother. After every Buddha realizes Buddhahood, he will go
to the Trayastrimsha Heaven to speak the Dharma for his mother. Every
Buddha is this way. But a wheel-turning sage king or Shakra has to request
the Dharma. Who requested that Shakyamuni Buddha go and speak the
Dharma in the Trayastrimsha Heaven? His father, a wheel king, said to
the Buddha, “You should go to the Trayastrimsha Heaven to speak the
Dharma for your mother. You should rescue your mother.” That’s how
it's explained that a Wheel King requested Dharma from Shakyamuni
Buddha.

Some sutras say Shakra requested Dharma. Shakra is the lord of
the Heaven of the Thirty-three [Trayastrimsha Heaven]. In a former
incarnation he was a poor woman who renovated a temple. Because she
renovated a temple, she became a heavenly lord. Some sutra texts say that
Shakra, knowing the Buddha’s mother was in the heavens, requested the
Buddha to speak the Dharma in the Trayastrimsha Heaven. Regardless of
which version used, the general idea is that someone has to request the
Buddha to speak the Dharma.

What Dharma did Shakyamuni Buddha speak for his mother? He
explained the Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva. This
Dharma explains filiality. All of us should be filial to our parents. Why? It
is because our parents are our human roots. By being filial to our parents,
we provide nutrition—fertilizer—for our roots. If you are not filial to
your parents, you will definitely have no future. Being filial to your

parents tends to your roots well and ensures a bright future.

s To be continued
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the Dharma-kings.

> Continued from page 13

those on heterodox paths cannot escape this kind of intelligence, wisdom, and
awe-inspiring virtue, which subdues all of them.

That subdue the multitude of demons and assist the Dharma-kings.
Assist means that they come to support and help them. The Vajra-Treasury

Bodhisattvas subdue the multitude of demons. They assist, help, and support

Dharma-kings are people with exceptional spiritual

cultivation and people who have become Buddhas. They will support and

protect whoever has genuine spiritual cultivation.



