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Whenever autumn arrives, the horizon is filled
with vibrant colors of orange, red and yellow,
and the air is filled with the sweet fragrance of tea
olives. It is also the time when DRBA branches all
over the world prepare for the annual Honoring
Elders Day celebration, often involving many
people and physical resources. New performances
are introduced every year, and the vegetarian
meals are specifically catered to needs of the
elders. The meal is not only delicious, but care
is given to make sure it is warm, soft and easy
to chew. Based on the core virtue of filial piety,
the disciples of the Ven. Master put forth their
best effort to organize the event, transmitting the
compassionate vows of the Ven. Master. It was no
“different this year. Some of the branches went the
extra mile and celebrated on a big scale. Dharma
Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery (Deng Bi An)
in Malaysia hosted a feast that had 100 tables
and approximately 1000 elders were invited to
the celebration. Amitabha Monastery in Hualien
County, Taiwan co-hosted the Honoring Elders
Day celebration with the Shou-feng Municipal
Administrator Office;afid 250 elders participated.
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In order to change prevailing social trends and customs, develop a
virtuous community and advocate a harmonious world, in 1992, the
Ven. Master established the tradition of Honoring Elders Day in the
United States. The Ven. Master said, “In addition to this country, we
want all the countries of the world to emulate the custom of respecting
elders. This will allow the old to have reliance, the strong and able to be
worthy, and the young to be able to grow. Our goal is for the entire world
to be in harmony. Therefore, everyone should enthusiastically promote
the customs of respecting elders and cherishing the youth.”

Eighteen years have passed, and the custom of respecting and assisting
elders is growing stronger than before. Today, all around the world there
are all kinds of events for honoring our elders; there is even an honoring
elders month, acclaiming of model elders, etc. In addition to celebrating
elders, people are discovering (from elders) the good character it takes
to maintain a harmonious family, and learning from their rich life,
experience, and wisdom.

At the end of the warm and cozy feast, we are left with one topic to
ponder: In this calamitous and violence-filled society, we should promote
the custom of respecting our elders and cherishing our youth. This will
transform the ruthless and cruel energy of society to one that is auspicious,
minimizing the negative energy of selfishness and allowing the bright,
positive, impartial energy to grow. In every home there are elders, and
everyone will grow old. If we all respect the elders, the community will
be a better place. We sincerely hope everyone will remember to respect
our parents, take care of the elderly, and nurture our youth.
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