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A Report on the Western Buddhist Monastic Conference 2011

During the week of October 17-21, 2011, 42 Buddhist monks and
nuns from various traditions gathered at the City of Dharma Realm
for the 17th annual Western Buddhist Monastic Gathering.

The theme of this year’s conference was “Building Community:
How to integrate dharma and skillful means in our everyday
relationships.” It featured Six Councils which included the following
topics: “The Buddha’s gift of Community,” “Spiritual Bypassing and
Healthy Community,” “Using the Dharma-Vinaya to create a warm
& friendly community,” "How to be without community,” “Learning
from experience: Building Harmony in Community,” and “Dealing
with difficulties in community life.” In addition, DM Heng Sure and
DM Heng Liang introduced Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
on the first evening. The second and third evenings there were
informal discussions for participants to share their joys, difficulties,
and inspiration of living in community. Participants also attended the
morning meditation, meal offering ceremony and gave a Dharma talk
during at lunch time.

With an open mind and an open heart, the participants shared
what they had learned as individuals to create a healthy, warm and
harmonious community.

The participants were full of joy and appreciated the warm welcome
from the host: Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. Venerable
Chodron, Venerable Tarpa and Venerable Samten from Sravasti
Abbey sent the following letter to express their deep appreciation.
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Dear Dharma Sisters,

We are still rejoicing at the very beautiful and precious opportunity
we had at the monastic gathering which you so kindly hosted. It
was very inspiring to observe how the nuns at the City of Dharma
Realm work together with such care for each other and humility.

We deeply appreciate your sincere interest in ensuring that we
were comfortable and that all our needs were met. The amount of
work involved in getting all the rooms available, rooms that you
don't normally use, enabling everyone to have the luxury of a
private room was a wonderful gift.

Venerable Chodron, Ven. Tarpa and I experienced very kind
assistance offered to us during the evening chants. The nuns made
sure that we knew what page we were on and where to find the next
chant.

Thank you for creating a welcoming and warm environment, for
sharing your home, for the nourishing food and for your heart felt
kindness. May all of your dharma aspiration ripen quickly and may
endless numbers of beings benefit from your vast virtuous activities.

With gratitude,
Venerable Samten on behalf of Venerable Chodron & Ven Tarpa.
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