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Bequeathing the Virtue of Endurance
to All of Us:
In Memory of Bhikshuni Heng Sheng

REMEEF R4t
Prov1ded by Prajna Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
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Translated into English by Lotus Lee
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Igniting the fire of Samadhi,

Incinerating the five skandha body.

Constant in cultivating vows fowards the Pure Land,

To be born in the supreme grade of lotuses.

Blaze!

Verse from the cremation ceremony for Dharma Master Heng Sheng
on September 30, 2011

Dharma Master (DM) Heng Sheng received the Bhikshuni precepts
in 1989, and returned to the temple in Malaysia in 1995. She was the
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s first Bhikshuni from Malaysia. DM
Heng Sheng was very hard-working; she not only served as cantor, but also
gave Dharma talks. She participated in all aspects of work in the temple,
including yard work and gardening. In addition to daily recitation schedule,
she meditated and studied sutras.

DM Heng Sheng discovered that her eyesight was deteriorating, so she
memorized the daily recitations and the Great Compassion Repentance.
When she was serving as cantor, she didn’t need to refer to the book. She
went to see many eye doctors with concerns about losing her sight, but
found that her illness was inherent and could not be cured. Later she was
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diagnosed with cancer.

Last year (2010), after returning to Malaysia following the Ten Thousand ¥

Buddhas Repentance in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, DM Heng »
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Sheng became even weaker and had to use a mechanical bed and wheelchair
to get around. She insisted on pushing her wheelchair herself without relying
on other people’s assistance. She relented when her eyesight deteriorated
severely. Although she was seriously ill, she never missed a session of morning
or evening recitation, daily lecture, or Great Compassion Repentance.
Sometimes, when there weren’t enough hands around, she would even serve
as cantor. Her vigor evoked admiration and embarrassment in many of her
juniors. She never complained although she was in great pain. Occasionally
one would see tears in her eyes, but she silently wiped them away. Then she
continued to engage in lively conversation with others with a clear and high-
spirited voice. She truly was a diligent and strong Bhikshuni

A few months before DM Heng Sheng passed away, cancer had spread
through her entire body, and her bones became very fragile. Once, her collarbone
spontaneously cracked and swelled severely. Her face contorted slightly from
the pain, but she quietly endured it, as if nothing had happened. Many people
felt her suffering, but also greatly admired her courage and endurance.

DM Heng Sheng’s condition didn’t look good, so on September 25 when
the Sunday Dharma assembly was over, everyone stayed behind to recite the
Buddha’s name for her. The next morning during the middle of morning
recitation, the person who was watching over her felt that the time had come,
and asked everyone to come to recite the Buddha’s name for her. About ten
to twenty minutes later, DM Heng Sheng strenuously recited the Buddha’s
name aloud several times, looked upwards for a few minutes, then closed her
eyes and peacefully passed away. It was 4:40 a.m. The word spread and many
people rushed over to recite the Buddha’s name for DM Heng Sheng,.

DM Heng Sheng was DRBA’s first Bhikshuni from Malaysia; therefore, a
five-day memorial ceremony was held in her honor. Throughout the five days,
both laymen and laywomen devotedly took turns to serve as cantors, reciting
the Buddha’s name; it was twenty four hours a day continuously. More than
three hundred people attended the cremation ceremony on September 30.
At 3:00 p.m. the next day, her ashes were cast into the sea at Port Klang.
Led by the Dharma Masters, the three hundred people who attended were
divided into three groups; each received a portion of DM Heng Sheng’s
ashes then boarded the ferries. The ocean was calm and peaceful as the ferries
departed slowly from the harbor, and there were rainbow-colored clouds on
the horizon. Everyone recited the Buddha’s name as DM Heng Sheng’s ashes
were cast into the water. Jasmine flowers were scattered into the ocean. Some
people saw the jasmine turn into lotus flowers and float on the surface on the
water. Thus, DM Heng Sheng’s time in the Saha World came to a close.

DM Heng Sheng had great endurance and if it hadn’t been for her eye
illness she would have even higher accomplishments in her cultivation. She
inspired many people to have determination and patience, to be vigorous in
cultivation, and to bravely face the truth. She definitely fulfilled a cultivator’s
duty. We hope that she will be reborn in the most supreme grade of lotuses in
the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
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