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T he donkey “Bodhi” who was liberated and lived for
A twenty-nine years at the foot of Wonderful Enlighten-
ment Mountain passed away at 5:10 PM on Sunday, October

30. The elderly Bodhi had been showing symptoms of illness
for the past several months. The monastics and laypeople of
CTTB had been fairly concerned and often visited the back
mountain to feed, care for, and visit the donkey. Though
Bodhi received many forms of care from humans, she was
unable to avoid the call of impermanence, and eventually
passed away.

Bodhi had deep good roots and must have made many
good affinities in past lives, since she received such care when
she was sick. Furthermore, after she died, people took turns
reciting the Buddha’s name for her of their own accord. On
November 1, she was buried at Wonderful Enlightenment
Mountain. All beings have the Buddha-nature and can
become Buddhas. We all hope that Bodhi will be received by
Amitabha Buddha, be reborn in the Pure Land, and forever
leave the suffering of rebirth.
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The Conditions for Liberating Life

In 1982, there were donkeys on land that belonged to the US
government. The government was preparing to shoot these donkeys
from helicopters, perhaps because they were overpopulating the land,
harming the agriculture, or the government wanted to use the land for
other purposes. Someone found out and said, “No, we will take care of
them. CTTB is so large and has so much grass!” Because of this, Heng
Lai Shi was responsible for arranging the buying of two donkeys for
liberating life.

Kuo Tsai Schmitz brought the two donkeys back in a horse trailer
attached to his truck. They were temporarily housed inside the fence
right behind the DRBU building. The Liberating Life ceremony was
set for Saturday, May 29 — it would be held the day before Bathing
Buddha day at 12:30 p.m.

At 9 a.m., following Master Hua’s directions, Kuo Tsai prepared to
bring the two donkeys to the Buddha Hall. At 11:40 a.m., Kuo Tsai
came to the office sweating and told Heng Gung Shi that he and two
others were unable to move the two donkeys. They were very stubborn
and no matter what they did — kicking, pushing, even an attempt to
push them onto a truck — they refused to move. Exhausted, they were
ready to eat lunch first, and left the donkeys standing on the road in
front of the DRBU library building. Right at that time, Master Hua
called the Administration Office to ask about the mail. Heng Gung Shi
told the Master about the donkeys’ refusal to move and that they were
currently still standing in front of the library building. He thought the
Master found it secretly funny.

Having given his report, Heng Gung Shi walked towards the DRBU
library building and found the donkeys at the corner in front of the
building. He walked to the front of the donkeys and they stared back at
him. They were unafraid and their legs were stiff like rock. He pulled on
the rope tied to one of the donkeys, patted his head, and tried to coax
them to move. “Come on, let’s go to the Buddha Hall.” The donkeys
did not pay attention to what he said. He tried pulling on the rope but
that did not help. The donkey’s neck was stiff and his large eyes stared
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at Heng Gung Shi, as if to say, “What are you doing?”

At that time, Kuo Kwei Nicholson walked over with his camera. He
was getting ready to take photos of the ceremony. After a while, Master
Hua drove over in his blue golf cart from No Words Hall. Heng Gung
Shi told Kuo Kwei to help move the second donkey while he held onto
the ropes of the first donkey. Kuo Kwei had his camera in one hand and
pulled the donkey’s rope with the other. Master Hua parked his cart,
walked towards the first donkey and lightly patted his head. He recited
something inaudible. Then he walked to the second donkey and did
the same. He returned to the first donkey and said, “Qu fo tang” (go
to the Buddha Hall) or “zou la” (go!), and patted it a little harder on
the head.

For no apparent reason, the first donkey started trotting and Heng
Gung Shi was pulled along. The second donkey followed suit and
pulled Kuo Kwei along as well. It went from both of them trying to pull
the donkeys to the donkeys pulling them. Heng Gung Shi was afraid
that they would run away and held on tightly to the ropes. Even if the
donkeys had wanted to run away, they could not have been stopped.
The two donkeys turned at the corner of the library and passed the
firehouse. They went trotting down the hill in front of Jun Kang
restaurant and made a left towards the Buddha Hall. They stopped
suddenly when they heard the sounds of recitation coming from the
Buddha Hall. At that time they were next to the tennis court (present
day location of the big tent). Heng Gung Shi was happy, because this
location was close enough for the assembly to come out and recite the
liberation of life ceremony.

Master Hua came down the hill in his golf cart. He walked over
and the donkeys drew close to him. After everyone came from the
Buddha Hall to recite the liberating life ceremony, the donkeys were

brought to the back of Wonderful
Enlightenment Mountain to graze
and settle there. Heng Gung Shi,
Kuo Kwei, and others looked at
each other and were speechless.
They scratched their heads and
thought, “How did Shi Fu do
that? Extraordinary! Does he speak
donkey language? It seems like it.”
This is truly wonderful!

If Master Hua did not have joy in
his heart, he could not have let the
donkeys happily run to the Buddha
Hall. It takes eons of creating good
affinities to cause animals, birds,
and humans to be happy. The
Bodhisattva practice of causing all
beings to be happy is truly not an
easy task!
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