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Buddhism and the Environment:
Manifesting Guan Yin Wonderful Function
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Today we mark the 30+ Leaving Home Day of Guan Yin Bodhisattva
celebrated at CTTB. Guan Yin Bodhisattva is the Host of CTTB.
The Venerable Master in his teachings emphasized the Compassion
Dharmas of Guan Yin Bodhisattva, and Guan Yin Bodhisattva is
the only Bodhisattva that we dedicate three weeks out of the year
to: in honor of Guan Yin Bodhisattvas Birthday in the spring,
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Day in the summer, and
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home Day in the fall. Moreover,
the principle image in the Hall of Ten Thousand Buddhas is Guan
Yin Bodhisattva.

During the three Guan Yin Recitation Sessions each year, we
recite the Universal Door Chapter of the Lotus Sutra. This chapter
describes the special qualities, emphases, and transformations of
Guan Yin Bodhisattva and some expedients that this Bodhisattva
uses to rescue and transform living beings to embark on the path
to sagehood.

Guan Yin Bodhisattva is entirely, completely “universal” in this
work and does not discriminate in the slightest bit between living
beings, but gathers in all living beings equally, as if each one of
us was his only child. Obviously, this means not discriminating
between culture, social class, color, race, religion, age, gender,
appearance, level of intellect, and so on. The Bodhisattva is able
to do this because he is in himself “universal.” That is, he does
not identify himself with any particular culture, country, color,
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social class, race, religion, age, gender, appearance, level of intellect,
and so on; moreover, he does not judge people for their afflictions
and confusion, but rather recognizes the Buddha nature within us,
recognizes our potential. This frees him to understand each one
of us just as we are and to know what expedients we would be
receptive to. Thus, as the Universal Door Chapter explains, Guan
Yin Bodhisattva appears in just the body and applies exactly the
expedient that each living being needs in order to awaken.

This is a manifestation, a function of the Bodhisattva’s compassion
and wisdom. True compassion cannot exist without wisdom, and
true wisdom cannot exist without compassion. They are actually
two aspects of the same thing. And these two are the result of the
Bodhisattva’s completion of the Paramitas, or perfections, the first
two of which are giving and precepts.

Studying to be like Guan Yin Bodhisattva in this way will rid our
own minds of a lot of affliction and false thinking, thus enabling us
to activate our own inherent wisdom and compassion and discover
for ourselves those expedient means that can assist others on their
path to Buddhahood.

Each of us has a story, a set of causes and conditions that created an
affinity with Guan Yin Bodhisattva and led us here today. Probably
many of us here today feel grateful to Guan Yin Bodhisattva for
helping us. And some of us recognize that the world needs the
compassion and wisdom that this Bodhisattva represents, and we
wish to honor that. Yet, some of us have brought forth the resolve
to study the Bodhisattva’s compassion and wisdom.

It can also be said that the universal spirit of compassion and the
application of wisdom cannot be limited only to sentient life. After
all, where do we draw the line between sentient and insentient? Can
we say that the earth is devoid of sentient living beings? Since the
earth contains within its substance innumerable living beings, then
if we harm the earth, we harm life. The same is true of the air and
the water.

Now to bring these together -- giving and precepts, compassion
and wisdom -- we can say that giving has two general aspects. One
aspect is giving to others the necessities of life, Dharma, fearlessness,
and so on. The other aspect is simply not taking what we dont
need. If we don’t take what we don’t need, it will remain available
for other living beings to use. By not taking what we don't need,
we are holding the precept against stealing at a higher level, and the
result for us will be a state of contentment and peace of mind.

For example, at today’s meal, we have been asked to take only
what we can eat and avoid throwing away any food. This is actually
a way of giving and holding precepts, and it is also a function of
wisdom and compassion.

As we partake of this food, we reflect on the Five Contemplations,
which were recited by the proctor before the start of the meal.
These same five contemplations can actually be applied to any non-
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sentient object. This includes technological gadgets,
appliances, vehicles, clothing, furniture, buildings, and
absolutely everything we use. If we can at all times be
mindful of the energy and resources that were required
to create these objects, the labor that went into making
them, the affect on the environment and societies of
producing them, and what will happen to them once
we break them or become bored with them and want
the next new model, then we will be more likely to use
those objects with respect and care. Further if we can ask
ourselves “Do I really, truly need this in order to live? Do
I have the right -- am I worthy -- to take these resources
for my own benefit and enjoyment?” Then gradually,
over time, we may begin to feel that we actually don
need that much stuff to be content. We might find that
the pursuit of stuff actually diverts us and obstructs us
from enjoying what truly brings us happiness: human
kindness, wholesome relationships with family and
friends, physical health, sanity, tranquility, a pristine
environment, a peaceful world.

The current widespread economic failure that we are
witnessing today may appear to be unfortunate and
difficult. But, from another perspective, it could be the
salvation of the earth -- and by extension, of ourselves --
if we can learn to adapt, reduce our desires, and recognize
and appreciate what truly brings us happiness.
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