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THE BASIS FOR BEING A HUMAN BEING IS
RESPECTING THE ELDERLY AND HONORING THE WORTHY
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If we do not do a good job as human beings, we cannot become Buddhas.
Therefore, we must lay the foundation. What is the foundation for being a
human being? It is: filial piety, fraternal respect, loyalty, trustworthiness, pro-
priety, justice, integrity, and a sense of shame. These eight principles are the
basis of being a human being. Confucius said: “The superior person devotes
himself to the foundation. Once the foundation is established, the Way comes
forth. Filial piety and fraternal respect are the foundation for being a human
being.” To have the basis for being a human being, first of all you must be fil-
ial. Respect the elderly and the worthy. Regard all elderly people as your own
parents, all middle-aged people as your own siblings, and all young people as
your own children. If you have this attitude, then you understand how to be
a person. Thus, the ancients said, “I take care of my own elders and children
and extend the same care to others’ elders and children as well.” Respecting
the elderly, honoring the worthy, and venerating those who have attained the
Way--these are the basis for being a human being,.

The Chapter on the Great Commonwealth of Peace and Prosperity in the
Book of Rites says “People cherish not only their own parents and children, but
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’ S S 3 =1 cherish the parents and children of others as well. Let the elderly live their
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ot Buddhism with such a magnanimous spirit and resolve, the Buddha will
BAGRAE =X AFEE— surely protect and support you. If you do not have this kind of spirit--if you
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body. Thus, there were no distinctions between you and I, between near
and distant relatives, or between those who were close and those who were

ik FFLUVBEEE « RSHT R Today is the first time I have come here to talk to you. Since I didn't sleep
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[ feel very tired. I will say no more. If I say too much, you would all forget
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FHILEAF - A5 ;;sz - H ﬂ\\;fﬁ piety, fraternal respect, loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, justice, integrity,
EA ~ ATl BRI ST and a sense of shame, as well as not fighting, not being greedy, not seeking,
B 58 R R e % 55 T B A not benefiting yourself, not being selfish, and not lying -- this would be
#E o PRI A R A | the first step in studying Buddhism. The second step is to work hard and

advance vigorously. I hope you all attain Buddhahood soon!

and it would be useless. If I say less and you can remember even just one
sentence and truly put it into practice -- sincerely practice the virtues of filial
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