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The Third Patriarch,

The Venerable Shanakavasa
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Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on November 2, 1983
J) R 4= 3£3% Translated into English by Winnie Chou
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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

The Venerable One was a native of the country Mathura. His family name
was Vishodaka and he was in his mother’s womb for six years. Auspicious
omens appeared and then he was born. Afterwards he left home, studied
the Way of the Immortals, and dwelt in the Himalayas. When Ananda was
about to enter nirvana, the mountains, rivers and the great earth moved
and quaked in six ways. The Venerable One along with five hundred
immortals bowed at Ananda’s feet, knelt, and made the following request,
“May I realize the Buddhadharma through the Elder One’s teaching.
Please guide me to liberation.” Ananda then changed the Ganges River
into golden ground and expounded the great Dharma, saying, “In the
past the Tathagata transmitted the Proper Dharma Eye to Great Kashyapa,
who transmitted it to me. I now transmit it to you.” The Venerable One
immediately obtained the Dharma. He subdued two fiery dragons and
built a pure hall in which to turn the great Dharma wheel. Afterwards
he transmitted the Dharma to Venerable Upagupta and then hid away
in the country of Kashmir on Ivory-White Mountain. He manifested the
eighteen transformations of an Arhat and used the Fire Light Samadhi to
burn up his body.

Commentary:

The Venerable One was a native of the country Mathura. His family name
was Vishodaka. Third Patriarch Shanakavasa was a native of the Mathura
country. His last name was Vishodaka. He was in his mother’s womb for
six years. He had an experience similar to that of Venerable Rahula; perhaps
he had plugged up a snake’s hole, or a mouse’s hole, or another animal’s hole
for six days or six months. Hence he had also lived in his mother’s womb for
six years. Auspicious omens appeared and then he was born. When he was
born, many auspicious occurrences appeared.
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Afterwards he left home, studied the Way of the Immortals, and dwelt
in the Himalayas where he practiced asceticism. The Way of the Immortals is
Taoism. When Ananda was about to enter nirvana, the mountains, rivers
and the great earth moved and quaked in six ways. Because Venerable
Ananda was about to enter nirvana at that time, everywhere six kinds of quakes
manifested: cracking, roaring, striking, quaking, erupting, and heaving up.

The Venerable One along with five hundred immortals bowed at
Ananda’s feet, knelt, and made the following request. At that time there
were five hundred immortals following Venerable Shanakavasa in cultivation.
The Venerable One bowed to Venerable Ananda with his head on the ground,
using his two hands to hold Ananda’s feet. He knelt before Venerable Ananda
and requested the Dharma. “May I realize the Buddhadharma through the
Elder One’s teaching. Please guide me to liberation.” He said, “The Elder
One is about to enter nirvana, and I now wish to study the Buddhadharma
from you so that in the future, I too can become a Buddha. I ought to be your
disciple and obtain the Buddhadharma from you. Therefore please take pity
on my suffering and teach me how to gain liberation from birth and death.”

Ananda then changed the Ganges River into golden ground. At that
time, Venerable Ananda changed the Ganges River into golden-colored,
dry ground. This was a temporary change, not a permanent one. It was a
kind of transformation that is not real. Therefore, as the Ganges River was
transformed into golden ground, the heavens also rained down Mandala
flowers, Mahamandala flowers, Manjushaka flowers, and Mahamanjushaka
flowers. Because of the six kinds of quaking, these phenomena appeared.
Why did Ananda transformed the Ganges River into golden ground? It
was to demonstrate the inconceivability of the Buddhadharma and the
impermanence of everything in the world.

And expounded the great Dharma, saying, “In the past the Tathagata
transmitted the Proper Dharma Eye to Great Kashyapa, who transmitted
it to me. I now transmit it to you.” Then Ananda, for the sake of Venerable
Shanakavasa, spoke the Dharma of the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury: “In
the past, the Buddha had transmitted the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury to
Venerable Mahakasyapa. In turn, Venerable Mahakasyapa had transmitted it
to me. [ will now transmit this Proper Dharma Eye Treasury to you.”

The Venerable One immediately obtained the Dharma. He subdued
two fiery dragons and built a pure hall in which to turn the great Dharma
wheel. Venerable Shanakavasa, having obtained the Proper Dharma Eye
Treasury, roamed the mundane world to teach and transform living beings.
Later he arrived at the country of Mathura at a place called Urumanda.
Originally, the place was very nice. However, it was occupied by two fiery
dragons and they forbade others to use it. Hence, whenever a temple was
built, it would get burned down. Afterwards, Venerable Shanakavasa tamed
and subdued these two fiery dragons, and they took refuge in Buddhism.
There the Venerable One built a pure monastery and propagated the
Buddhadharma.

$)To be continued
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