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THE SUTRA FOR THE DISCERNMENT OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF
WHOLESOME AND UNWHOLESOME KARMA WITH COMMENTARY

&1 £ A1971F B3 Commentaries by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in 1971
# %1% 3 3% Translated into English by Chee, Siew Yee
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Similarly, “I am a Bodhisattva!” If you are a Bodhisattva, then you are a
Bodhisattva. Why would you wish for others to call you a Bodhisattva?
It is not like the other person is a Bodhisattva; why would you wish
for others to call you that? For instance, I am a Dharma Master. If you
call me a Dharma Master, I am still a Dharma Master; if you do not
call me a Dharma Master, I would still be a Dharma Master. What
would it matter? If I am not a Dharma Master and others call me a
Dharma Master, then I would need to be greatly ashamed, for I would
be thinking: I don’t know how to lecture on the sutra and I don’t know
how to expound the Dharma, why would they call me a Dharma
Master?

Speaking of which, I now recall Guo Ning’s father. When Guo Ning’s
father came here, he saw me, shook my hand and introduced himself:
“I am Dharma Master Heng Jing’s father!” Look! Your father is already
calling you a “Dharma Master!” You must be a true Dharma Master
and not be one in name only. Since your father acknowledges you as a
Dharma Master, you can now expound the Dharma to him. You as a
son who is a Dharma Master, expound the Dharma to your father who
is not a Dharma Master. When you speak the Dharma until flowers fall
from the sky and golden lotuses emerge from the ground, he will be
very happy and would come to see you more often.

When Bodhisattvas cultivate the Bodhisattva’s path, they do not wish
for others to recognize them as Bodhisattvas. If they want recognition,
then fundamentally they are not Bodhisattvas. If you are truly a
Bodhisattva, why would you wish for others to acknowledge you as a
Bodhisattva? If another person recognizes you, then you and this person
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are comparable. Only Bodhisattvas recognize another Bodhisattva. If
someone recognizes you, what is the use? If you are not a Bodhisattva
and others call you a Bodhisattva, this is just flattery! If you like these
flatteries, then you can keep it, but it is of no use.

People who cultivate the Bodhisattva’s path to rescue beings do
not wish for others to know they are Bodhisattvas. If you wish to be
known, then you are not a Bodhisattva but are the same as common
people. When common people do something, they wish for others to
know. When they do one good deed, they will promote it everywhere.
When they do one bad deed, then what? They will not promote it at
all and will fear that others will come to know. For instance, there is
someone who used to sell drugs, take drugs and do all sorts of things.
He did not tell his father that he was taking and dealing drugs. He
spoke not a word about it! For if he had spoken of it, his father would
have been unhappy. However, he corrected his ways; he told his
father that the money he makes is offered to the temple. To promote
yourself or others is not the Bodhisattva.

Bodhisattvas give but never ask for anything in return; when they
give, they never regret their decision. They benefit beings but never
wish for beings to repay them; when they give, they do not regret
giving. In contrast, when we common people give money or other
treasures and it is wrongfully applied by the beneficiary, we regret the
giving: “If I have known it would turn out this way, I would never
have given it to him! When I give him a donation, he does not use
it properly!” Bodhisattvas give and are not concerned about it; you
can do whatever you please with. Bodhisattvas do not see a giver or
a receiver.

When I give to others, I am called a giver; when the other party
receives my donation, he is called a recipient. The Bodhisattva does
not know there is a giver or a receiver; he does not know he is a person
who is able to give, nor does he know the other party is someone I
have given to. Fundamentally, he does not make distinctions with self
or others; when he gives, it is the equivalent to giving it to himself.
There are no others, no self, no attributes. Therefore, this is the
Bodhisattva’s state, this is the karma that is created by Bodhisattvas.
The karma mentioned earlier belongs to the lesser vehicle and is
known as “the ten non-outflow middle grade wholesome deeds;”
the Bodhisattvas state is known as the “ten non-outflow upper grade
wholesome deeds.” This is the state of the Bodhisattvas.

If you are able to consistently harbor these thoughts, then you
will surely be a Bodhisattva in the future, or you may already be a
Bodhisattva. Ordinary people are truly interesting -- they are not
Bodhisattvas but wish to be; they are actually demons but do not want
to be. They deny being demons and insist on being Bodhisattvas.
Why? It sounds better to be called Bodhisattvas. “Demon” is a
negative label. Everyone knows that demons are terrible, so people do
not want to be considered bad or associated with a bad name. This is

the state of ordinary people. 50 To be continued



