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Note: Gold Coast Dharma Realm
(GCDR) in Australia turned the
Dharma wheel nonstop this past
summer. People recited Chapter
39, “Entering the Dharma Realm” of
the Flower Adornment Sutra for two
week, and the Earth Store Sutra for
one month from July 15 to August 28.
GCDR also held two transmissions of
Eight Vegetarian Precepts and one
transmission of the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts, as well as the
ground breaking ceremony for the
mountain gate on the first of the

seventh lunar month. Some thoughts from one participant are shared below:

After returning home to Taiwan, I always had the illusion that I was somewhere
else. My mind was far away and my thoughts still remained in Gold Coast Dharma
Realm (GCDR), unable to leave. Even until now, the memories from GCDR are so
unforgettable. GCDR is not a big place, but it caused my mind to expand gradually.
Though the number of participants is small there is more purity. Because of this,

sl e TR the pressure accumulated from
daily life can be alleviated here.
Mundane afflictions subsided
slowly and that helped me
become less entangled. With
the Dharma
friends in Dharma, I follow the
footsteps of Venerable Master

Masters and

Hua in search of the dharma
door to liberation and self-
mastery.
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Some say GCDR is like the Land of Ultimate Bliss but I feel it is like
home. The Land of Ultimate Bliss is our home where all the beings
in the Dharma Realm will return. Here, there is the Arhat Trail where
eighteen Arhats assume in various poses as if requesting Dharma from
Shakyamuni Buddha, who turned out to give us a response on August
8, 2011. A lay person took a photograph of the Shakyamuni Buddha
statue on the Arhat Trail and captured Shakyamuni Buddha holding
a red lotus in his palm. This happened during the Earth Store Sutra
Recitation Session and inspired all participants to bring forth the
unsurpassed resolve.

GCDR still maintains its natural environment because there has
been very little deforestation. Therefore, while being bathed in the
quietness of the forest, punctuated by the unexpected appearances of
the kangaroos, we no longer need to hurry at the suffocating pace of the
modern world. Following the simple daily routine, inner violent energy
has also lessened. Here, everyone regains health and can concentrate on
learning the Buddhadharma.

[ am really glad I went to GCDR. In addition to participating in the
Dharma session, I also volunteered to help with the children’s summer
camp. In the course of all the activities, everything went well and
smoothly. I learned a lot that the textbooks did not teach. Furthermore,
we were introduced to the indigenous Maori culture of New Zealand as
well as a unique ecological system, animals and plants that are unique
to Australia, e.g. kangaroos, koala bears, dingoes and so on. I witnessed
the kindness and friendliness of Australians toward Asians. They were
polite and not prejudiced. I was deeply impressed and surprised by
their warm hospitality.

After my stay at Gold Coast Dharma Realm, I found that, in
handling some matters, my way of looking at things started to change.
I am no longer engrossed like a headless fly that just rushes through the
day. Sometimes, I stop to look back. I found that I have missed many
things. Thus, I am sharing my words of encouragement with all.



