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Recite the Earth Store Sutra with Sincere Filial Devotion
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We all know that the Earth Store Sutra is the sutra of filial respect, which
the Earth Store Bodhisattva practiced during the formative stages of
his spiritual practice. His filial devotion moved heaven and earth and
helped his parent leave the hardships of the unwholesome paths. He had
made vows to help beings such as you and me to leave suffering and find
happiness. The Earth Store Sutra mentions in several places that Earth
Store Bodhisattva has great affinities with the beings in Jambudvipa,
which is why whenever our karmic obstacles manifest or we suffer illness
or difficulties, we like to recite the Earth Store Sutra to eradicate our
karmic obstacles.

What should our attitude be when we recite the Earth Store Sutra?
Take me, for an example. Many discursive thoughts arise when I recite
the Earth Store Sutra, to the point that I cannot focus on my recitation. I
have recited the Earth Store Sutra so many times and am so familiar with
it that I know what passage comes next. Sometimes I can even recite by
memory. Reading about the filial devotion of Earth Store Bodhisattva
and his great vows for beings, I feel it is rather difficult for me to do
the same. So, whenever I recite the Earth Store Sutra, 1 had only applied
efforts to the text itself without trying to make any changes in my own
mind ground.

This summer when I went back to China, I first visited my mother-in-
law to celebrate her 80th birthday. Though I was sick again, I continued
to recite the Earth Store Sutra once every day. Due to the illness, I thought,
“What evil karma had I done to cause me to be ill?” So, I was really
focused and sincere when I recited the Earth Store Sutra. My mother-in-
law had a mild stroke a few years ago, so her daughters, my husband’s
elder sisters, would come home to bathe her. My sisters-in-law sometimes
were too busy to remember to come home to bathe my mother-in-law.

My husband had asked me if I would bathe my mother-in-law, and
I gave a positive answer. However, I knew I wasn’t really willing to
do so. We had often heard the Venerable Master teach and remind us
repeatedly— as human beings, we should practice filiality. I was really
happy to hear it, but I retreat when it’s time for me to truly practice it.
During this trip home, I thought I should practice filiality. I shouldnt
just listen without actually practicing it. So I was sincerely willing this
time to bathe my mother-in-law.
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I took it seriously washing my mother-in-law's hair and her body.
Then, I truly felt that people in their old age do need care and attention.
When I was bathing her, a thought suddenly came to my mind that I
would recover from my illness. A week later, I did get well. T thought,
I had only brought forth a tiny devotion to practice filiality, but I was
already getting a response from reciting the Earth Store Sutra. 1 realized
that only if we recited the Earth Store Sutra with sincere filial devotion,
could we truly connect with this sutra of filiality. As it is said, “One
cannot have any response without cultivating virtues.”

When the Venerable Master recited the Earth Store Sutra for the first
time, he was so moved by Earth Store Bodhisattva’s great compassion
towards beings that he vowed to kneel in front of the Buddhas and
sincerely recite the entire Earth Store Sutra each day. The recitation took
him about two hours, after which he would have broken skin on his
knees, but he didn’t even feel the pain. The more he recited, the happier
he was. He felt serene and pleasant in both body and mind such that he
wouldn’t retreat even if scolded or beaten up. I sometimes think when I
am reciting the Earth Store Sutra, “How come I don't feel a bit like the
Venerable Master?” Then I realize that the Venerable Master was a person
with true filial devotion, and I am not. The Venerable Master had bathed
and waited on his mother when she was sick. He also observed mourning
by her grave for three years at the age of nineteen. He fulfilled his filial
obligations to his family and also extended his filial practice to a much
greater scale.

We address Earth Store Bodhisattva as “Earth Store Bodhisattva, King
of Great Vows,” because his great vows can liberate beings undergoing
hardships in the six paths. I would like to share a story about how Earth
Store Bodhisattva has helped me.

A passage in the Earth Store Sutra says, “In the future in Jambudvipa
when the wives of Kshatriyas, Brahmans, Elders, Upasakas, and those
of other names and clans are about to give birth to sons or daughters,
the family members should recite this sutra, and recite the Bodhisattva’s
name a full ten thousand times during the seven days before or after the
birth of their children. If those infants, whether male or female, were
destined to undergo a terrible retribution for things done in past lives,
they will be liberated from those retributions. They will be peaceful,
happy, easily raised, and will have long lives. If those children were due
to receive blessings, then their peace and happiness will be increased, as
well as their lifespan.”

Upon reading this, my husband recited the Earth Store Sutra once every
day in the hospital for Michael from the day he was born. At that time I
had invited my mother-in-law and my mom from China to come help
me; however, both of their visa applications were turned down four or
five times. As soon as we got home, we received the phone messages that
my mom’s application got turned down again. I felt completely depressed
and did not know what to do.

Not long after we returned home, Michael started to cry nonstop,
and the situation worsened at night time. I guess it was due to the
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insufficiency of breast milk, so I made him some infant formula provided
by the hospital. Who knew he would stop drinking it after two sips and
cry even harder? His little tummy seemed to growl, so we wondered if he
had a stomachache. We gently massaged his little tummy, and tried to
warm up his tcummy with warm towels. We struggled until three or four
o'clock in the morning. We were so anxious and hopeless that we called
the pediatrician. We were told that some babies were allergic to milk. It
still didn’t resolve our problem after a long conversation with different
assumptions.

I held him in my arms. Being tired from crying, he would sleep a while.
When he awoke, he would continue to cry after a few sips of breast milk.
When he first started crying, his face would turn red, and then purple. At
one point, he could not catch his breath for ten odd seconds and did not
make a sound. In shock, I picked him up, patted his back, and recited
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s holy name immediately. Not until I heard him
cry out loud did I stop worrying. I was already really tired from giving
birth to him. With all these torments, I was even more exhausted. I had
never felt this kind of physical and spiritual pressure all my life. I didn’t
know what to do. I felt hopeless and didn’t know who could help me get
through this difficulty.

My husband was again reciting the Earth Store Sutra in a different room
for Michael. T had also held him in my arms and recited Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s holy name. At last, when it came time to recite the Praise to
Earth Store Bodhisattva, He chanted “Earth Store Bodhisattva, wonderful
beyond compare, gold-hued in transformation body he appears...” Tears
rolled down on my face. I couldn’t stop crying out loud when I chanted.
When people need help, they must be most sincere in seeking help. I
looked up into the air while crying and said to Earth Store Bodhisattva,
in my mind “Kind and compassionate Earth Store Bodhisattva, please
appear in a gold-hued transformation body to help me. I'll be satisfied if
I can just see your gold-hued transformation body.”

Less than an hour later, someone knocked at the door. We all felt odd
because we hadnt informed any friend of the birth of the baby since
we were so busy. Who could it be? It was the woman living right across
from us. We had only met and greeted each other once in the corridor
about two months ago when she returned home with her three-month-
old daughter after their visit to the doctor. Upon entering, she anxiously
asked, “How is the baby?” I told her how Michael was crying. She didn’t
say anything else, but picked up Michael and fed Michael the breast milk.
Michael indulged in it and fell asleep for a few hours after he was satisfied.
She suggested we buy some infant soy formula for him.

Ever since that day Michael has been quiet. He never cried again, and
was easily raised. Two weeks later, he was smiling all the time. A month
later, he became strong and chubby. Two or three months later, he slept
through the night, and often happily laughed when he awoke. During
that time, I was able to recite Earth Store Bodhisattva’s holy name ten
thousand times within seven days, and my husband recited the Earth
Store Sutra twenty-one times within twenty-one days. All that is said in
the Earth Store Sutra is true and real.



