E=3 =122l Bodhi Field

—
-
E

sl
B

\,.N«lﬁ
&Wiﬁw‘v@
AR T R @
ez & oY

:v(‘{v
3P
P noek A N
TR ENY o oS
e Se b e

e P-RoNe A3

Noay e

}a&

MNQ‘&N%\:&

RN toowe -

[

)
Tk
)
9|

M LEiE

§° a HP20113F

27 Z ;
r}éﬁz%}f?m %%? B
‘.'Q i A & N B %‘v \ 2l A talk given by
S & g & m &L ]:5" " Bhikshu Heng Lyu
2!7{ %ﬁi ] 2 2»' -%g =~ ¢ onJuly16,2011
3 1 z = in the Buddha
i‘&? 3oy % =z 3/7’1\4 L Hall
at CTTB

{59 - ey
2 Vi il
X3 4 == =

frg i > WIS - BFE - A HESRRER
T RERLTKRAE b I > AR ESSME
HANE > BEAEEHREEHZERL
H RGBT & e 172838 ~ T RHIER °
EREEE > A RERENERSE - HE
SE—f > I EREEERIT

WEREHORFF L RBANEFIEAMR
GIRE - HRARERL BT UKt
F o BT DURE A i P 2820 O AR AR T
A AR OAITT R B g EA T AR
5 o pRBAREELE S > ELPE M - ST E
B A AR R A SR SEFT G - B AU
HIEAVRA -

BIEEE— SRR O AT E ARV - #EA
AEERAY - MR (FEEmAL) BVEEE -
FEHER > FESE > BRI H YRR - BAS
EEAT o (NI R R » SR EENR 2
TREREUMFY - AL E YNGR | R {E R 5
AHEERAY MW 2] T - N2 > BEE EH
B TR SHY G AR -

AR o AMEEE S FRYRIEER > TR
mEaLE  AEEBERAIE > FRARE > 5t
GHBERILN - FrA5 K —EF BB
AFEBEKE - BB N —EAMEIE
e

26 EmEIrE —O——=F+—A

When Average Men Hear the Way, They H

alf Believe It (continued)

Later we are going to purify the boundaries for the Guanyin session.
Purifying the boundaries is not simply a ritual of reciting the Great
Compassion Mantra and sprinkling the Great Compassion water
to purify our monastery. The key point is to bring forth compassion
and kindness for living beings. Our monastery will become pure
because of the pure and positive energy from compassion and
kindness. It is not like farmers spreading insecticide to repel or kill
insects.

If we are always compassionate and kind, the function of purifying
the boundaries will last longer. If we lack compassion, then even
if we do the ritual, it won’t work. The ritual is to recite the Great
Compassion Mantra with compassion and kindness in order to
purify our mind and our behavior, so that the whole monastery
will produce a pure collective karma. It’s just like the Western Pure
Land, made by the pure collective karma of Amitabha Buddha, the
great bodhisattvas, and the assembly as vast as the sea. That can be
truly called as purifying the boundaries.

Even a single thought of compassion and kindness can produce
inconceivable power. I'll share a story from the Sutra of Miscellaneous
Analogies. The following story happened in Shravasti, when the
Buddha was in the world. On a sunny day, it suddenly became
dark, cloudy and windy. It started to rain blood. This weird and
scary bloody rain terrified the whole country. The king called an
emergency meeting.

A knowledgeable fortuneteller said that according to the ancient
books, if a poisonous monster is born in a human form, the place
of his birth would rain blood. So that day, a poisonous monster
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must have been born.

As a consequence, the king ordered all newborn babies to be sent
to the palace for inspection. Sure enough, there was a baby whose
saliva became a poisonous flame when it came in contact with the
air. Upon seeing that, everybody was scared.

They didnt dare to kill that child, as they were afraid of bad
retribution. So they sent him to a hidden place to be raised, to
prevent him from harming or killing others.

When the child grew up, the poisonous gas from his mouth
became more powerful. Living in confinement, his anger built
up. Any beings near the monster were killed immediately by his
poisonous gas.

People in Sharavasti shrewdly saved money by utilizing the
monster’s lethal ability to kill convicts. The place became an
execution ground. The monster became the official executioner for
criminals.

Over several decades, the monster killed more than 10,000
convicts. He himself could not escape death, and one day he died.
People asked the Buddha if the poisonous monster would fall into
the hells because of his killing karma. The Buddha answered, “No,
he was reborn in the heavens.” People were surprised. The Buddha
explained why.

Shortly before the monster died, the Venerable Shariputra
had gone to see him. Upon seeing the Venerable Shariputra, the
monster was very angry and thought, “I haven’t died yet; how dare
this man come near me. He must die!” He emitted his poisonous
gas to kill Venerable Shariputra.

The Venerable Shariputra used his compassion and entered the
samadhi of compassionate brightness to repel the poisonous gas.
Moved by Shariputra’s compassion, the monster calmed down
and was no longer angry. Gazing at the Venerable Shariputra who
was so compassionate and different from convicts he had met
previously, he gave rise to a gentle and kind thought and died.
Because of this kind thought, he was reborn in the heavens. People
heard the Buddha’s explanation but questioned, “Did he not have
to suffer any retribution for killing so many people?”

The Buddha assured them that the law of cause and effect is
never off. After using up his blessings in the heavens, he will be
reborn and cultivate in the human realm. Because of his diligent
cultivation, he will be certified as a Pratyekyabuddha with a golden
body. At that time, the golden-bodied Pratyekabuddha would sit
under a tree to meditate. A large army would pass by, and thinking
he was gold, would cut him to pieces and then find out that he was
only flesh and blood instead of gold. They would discard his body and
leave.”

Then this Pratyekyabuddha will have paid off his debt and will enter

nirvana. Those who cut him to pieces were the people he had killed in

the past. The workings of cause and effect are never off.
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After hearing this story, we may learn three points. First, the power
of kindness and compassion is inconceivable. It saved the monster
from falling into the hells and helped him be reborn in the heavens
and become a Pratyekyabuddha.

Second, cause and effect never fail to work out. We may guess or
imagine that in a previous life, this monster must have been a cultivator
with a big temper. So, he became a monster with poisonous power.

His cultivation in the past was not in vain, for later on he became a
Pratyekyabuddha. However, he still had to pay off his debt by having
his flesh cut off piece by piece. We should be careful of what we are
thinking, speaking and doing. We should try to create good karma.

Third, a good knowing advisor is very important. Without
Venerable Shariputra’s compassion to help him, the monster would
have definitely fallen into the hells.

It’s just like what we discussed in the beginning about "When Average
Men Hear the Way, They Half Believe It." The Venerable Master is
our good knowing advisor and we should follow his instructions. Just
like he said, “The Path has to be practiced. Without practice, there’s
no Path.” May everyone soon attain the Path.
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