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Practice Should Be Natural and
Free from Greed

Nhghawes
AEARS

Tl EA—HLHF L THE M E R
A Dharma talk by the Venerable Master in winter of 1979 at CTTB
M2 48 1% 306k 803 Translated by the International Translation Institute

The deeds of beings in the Saha World are, without exception, full of greed,
hatred, and delusion. We pursue worldly matters with that greed, hatred, and
delusion. We also use greed, hatred, and delusion when we practice world-tran-
scending dharmas. As we practice, we're greedy to get enlightened. We sit in
meditation for two and a half days, and expect to get enlightened. We practice
a dharma for two and a half days, and want to gain spiritual powers. We recite
the Buddha’s name for two and a half days, and want to master the Samadhi of
Buddha Recitation. Look at how huge that greed is! These are the thoughts of
greedy ghosts!

We should see practice as our basic duty. There’s no need to be greedy. Over
time, our merit and virtue will naturally be perfected, and we'll accomplish the
fruition of Bodhi. It may be that we were due to accomplish it, but then we bit
off more than we could chew. We must eat one mouthful at a time. If we try
to stuff too much food into our mouth at once, leaving no room for chewing,
how can we eat it? We can neither chew nor swallow it. Eating is a very simple
analogy. This is called “biting off more than you can chew.”

When we practice, we should feel as if nothing special is going on. We
shouldn’t be greedy and calculate, “What's in it for me? Can I get enlightened?
Can [ get spiritual powers?” Who could expect results so quickly? A farmer
plants the seeds in the ground and waits patiently until they sprout. When the
time is right, they will ripen by themselves. The ancients had a saying, “Rub an
iron pillar down to the size of a sewing needle.” When your skill is mature, you
will naturally succeed. You should not fear that you might be wasting effort.
Over time, you will naturally rub the iron pillar down to the size of a needle.

In our practice of the Path, we have to get rid of our faults. What are our
faults? Liking to drink tea is a fault. Liking to drink milk is a fault. Liking to
entertain idle thoughts is a fault. If you always crave comfort and ease, then
your efforts will never evoke a response. If you don't fear suffering, difficulty or
fatigue, you'll succeed in practice.
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Calamities now fill the entire world. Our world has become a dark place
without any light. The continued existence of humankind is seriously threat-
ened. We are engulfed by a killing energy that has never existed before. We
know about atomic bombs, hydrogen bombs, nuclear weapons, and even la-
ser-cannons. If one of these lethal weapons were set off, the entire human race
could easily be wiped out. Presently, a black miasma covers the entire world,
and this karma of black deeds surrounds every land. The only way we can
avert calamity is to practice the Buddhadharma. In any location where there
are genuine practitioners, they could gather together and unite their efforts.
They would be able to eradicate disasters, invisibly transforming the violent
energy into a positive, beneficial atmosphere. To make it happen, however,
we must do real work, take firm strides, and honestly practice according to
Buddhadharma.

So let us bring forth true minds and recite the Buddha’s name! When we
recite the Buddha’s name even once, a ray of bright light appears in the air.
If we can recite the Buddha’s name with utmost sincerity, the light can shine
throughout the trichiliocosm. It can transform the atmosphere of the entire
cosmos into auspicious energy, neutralizing the energy of violence, pollution
and disasters.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) has welled up from the
ground here in the West. In the future, Buddhists from around the world will
assemble here to cultivate and investigate the Buddhadharma together. The
Dharma will flourish and grow great. We who are able to leave the home-
life and cultivate at CT'TB are guaranteed to become Buddhas in the future.
Why? There’s a saying that captures it: “Those who draw near the pagoda at
the pond will get to see the moon’s reflection first.” Those who arrived first
at CTTB will attain the Way first. Those who come later will attain it a licte
later.

Some people come to CTTB, but they feel they cannot stay. They may feel
there aren’t enough activities going on, or that the rules are too inflexible,
or that there’s not enough entertainment. But you should realize that any
entertainment that you seek outside of yourself will interfere with your own
true happiness. In this world, those who seek what’s false will lose what’s true.
If one wants to find what’s true, the first step is to put down what is false. It
won't work to cultivate world-transcending dharmas on one hand, and still
be unable to put down mundane dharmas on the other. Such a person has
one foot in each boat. He wants to go to the northern bank and also to the
southern bank of the river, but that’s impossible.

We are now holding a Buddha Recitation Session, and our goal is to con-
centrate intensively on this one method. We cultivate the method of reciting
the Buddha’s name with a true, sincere, and earnest mind. We don’t want to
waste even a minute of time. We should realize that “an instant of time is an
instant of life.” If we fail to work hard, then our karmic offenses will increase.
If we do work hard, then our good roots will increase. If we honestly recite
the Buddha’s name, then we can say we haven’t wasted this time, and our lives
will have some real value.
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