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Events in the Life of the Venerable Master:
The China Period
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Publication of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
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28. Buying a Coffin on Credit to Give His Mother a Proper
Burial

Although the Venerable Master was very poor, he was enthusiastic to
help others, and opened a free school that did not charge tuition. After
his mother passed away, he did not have any funds for his mother’s
funeral -- not even for a coffin. Because of his filial piety, the Venerable
Master did not want his hardworking mother to be buried carelessly, so
he purchased a coffin on credit to give his mother a proper burial.

As told by the Venerable Master:

In reading Romance of the Three Kingdoms, when I read about Lord
Guan being killed, I cried for three days. What did I cry about?
I thought it was so sad that such a person of such great moral
integrity as Lord Guan had been killed. However, I did not shed
tears over the death of my mother, even though it mattered a lot to
me. Why? At that moment I could not cry because I had tried my
best to save and serve my mother. Let me tell you all, at the moment
my mother was passing away, | was with her. I had no money, not
even a penny. It was really a time of hardship and poverty.

I summoned my brothers, but only my third brother, Bai Yutang
came. I asked him, “Mother has passed away. What kind of coffin
should we buy?” He replied, “Alas, what kind of coffin can we
possibly afford? We don't even have money for food; how can we
buy a coffin?” I said, “Then what should we do?” He replied, “Just

NoveEMBER 2011 Vaira BopHi SEA 19



<32 &

Biographies

SEEAGET | B T ERMKETER
BT | AR ITER S AT 0 T
G RN o ) JREEH » — 5B
WA BB ? IR A EE S R - KA
Bk REBI WLEET - B3 IR
AT - BERIRE -

SRR A — BB R A 2
DS - FER SR O (ETE -
R (R R BT
HIPRBEZ AR T - R MR IAE R - KA
MR - BATEESIE ? MRS - 4
BA ST - KRG - FRE
S EEM AR - B TR
ML RM TREHER  RRERARE
BL2 ) MR T BRGATT | BRI
REREATIEHT » IRk - IRIHRERHRA 88 - 1
BRI AT

RET (B - BRI - AL
B TIREERAE A - — e SR
P - BEAIRZ B - (RESA ¢ (S
B8 (MEHREH - | USLREE5EE -
FEFRIG 8 - = ET SRR AT I SESB A
o T A LUERAE = S WA
I 2 R SRR A R B 2 - 05 SRR 63y -
AR L - i CHF |
GEMET » RARETERME S - (1 | A
BRTIFBERA - FIUSHRAE R0
B SREHEE  BAGKER ol

nail a few boards into a box and use it as coffin to bury her!” I said,
“It is unfair for Mom. She gave birth to all of us. It is not right to
bury her without a coffin.” But how can we buy a coffin with no
money? I discussed it with my brothers. We looked at each other
and had no idea. I said, “You have no ideas. I will ask friends for a
solution.”

Fortunately, I had some friends with whom I studied Buddhism.
In addition, I participated in the Ethics Society of Lalin town and
served as its Chief of General. So, I knew a few of people in Lalin
town. One of them sold coffins, so I ran to Lalin town to ask him
for a cofhin on credit. His last name was Tian and everyone called
him the old crow Tian. Why did people call him the old crow? His
lips were black, and he liked to scold others. He frequently traveled
to many places and knew many different people. I arrived at his
coffin shop, and since he knew me, he asked, “Would you like to
buy a coffin?” I said, “Yes, but I have no money. Can you please sell
me one on credit?” He said, “Okay, I will let you buy one on credit.
Just pick any coffin you want. And you do not need to pay me until
you have money.”

I picked a coffin, and before I left, the boss said, “If you cannot
even afford a coffin, I am sure you have no money for a funeral. I
will lend you 300 Yuan and you don’t need to pay me until you have
money.” Hence, he lent me 300 Yuan. Back then, 300 Yuan was
a large sum of money equivalent to $30,000 Hong Kong dollars
today. Everything was very cheap then, and one Yuan could buy
many things. The owner trusted me. And I replied, “It’s a deal!”
Finally, the problem of having no coffin was solved, and I delivered
the coffin back home. You see, because I loved to help others,
whenever I encountered difficulties, someone would help me.
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