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Al B A,

The Second Patriarch,

The Venerable Ananda (continueq)

LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

TN A#EALI983E11ALR
Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on November 1, 1983
Jl R 4o 33% Translated into English by Winne Chou

Praise:

Most learned holder and maintainer,

His wisdom-nature perfectly enlightened;
Toppling the flagpole,

With both hands he received the inheritance.
Rare the younger, rare the elder brother;

As was the son, so too was the father.
Nevertheless, it could be said that,

After all the painting, the paper remains blank.

Commentary:

Most learned holder and maintainer, his wisdom-nature perfectly
enlightened. Venerable Ananda was most learned and had an exceptional
memory. When the Sutra Treasury was compiled, it was done through the
meeting of Venerable Ananda together with the great Arhats. A holder and
maintainer is able to unite all dharmas and uphold immeasurable meanings.
The Venerable One gained the Samadhi of Uniting and Upholding; his
wisdom-nature was perfect and complete. He had realized the Way.

Toppling the flagpole, with both hands he received the inheritance.
Patriarch Kashyapa asked the Venerable One to topple the flagpole in front
of the gate of the monastery. Afterwards, he transmitted the robe and bowl
to him.

Rare the younger, rare the elder brother; as was the son, so too was
the father. That is to indicate that the two Dharma brothers were very rare
indeed. One knows not who the son was and who the father was. No one
knows!

Nevertheless, it could be said that. After all the painting, the paper
remains blank. This is saying that after one finishes a painting, the paper
is still white, meaning that everything is empty. Whoever wants to learn
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painting, should learn this kind of painting! Sweep away all dharmas, and be
apart from all appearances for there is nothing whatsoever.

Verse:

Ananda was erudite and yet did not practice diligently.

Matangi’s daughter flaunted a seductive style.

Only then did he realize his lack of spiritual strength.

In the end he was confined in her brothel.

The Shurangama at the Buddha’s Crown gathers in and returns to its
source.

Manjushri recites it to rescue Venerable Ananda.

The Sutra Treasury was compiled and passed down the generations.

The life pulse of the Dharma door flows to the west and east.

Commentary:

Ananda was erudite and yet did not practice diligently. It is said that
Ananda read widely and had an exceptional memory; hence he was foremost in
learning. However, he did not apply his effort to diligently cultivate. Although
he knew a lot, he only knew how to engage in intellectual debate; he had
not gained any real achievements. Therefore it is said that he ‘did not practice
diligently.” Matangi’s daughter flaunted a seductive style. Because he was
not diligent in his cultivation, Matangi’s daughter of the Kapila “tawny-haired”
religion flaunted a beguiling energy; she convinced her mother to recite a
deviant mantra to capture Venerable Ananda and confuse him.

Only then did he realize his lack of spiritual strength. At that time,
Venerable Ananda finally knew his strength in the spiritual Path was not firm or
strong enough. He had not truly applied his effort. In the end he was confined
in her brothel. Because he lacked sufficient Way power, he was confounded by
the Kapila heretic’s Brahma Heaven mantra, and was confined in her place.

The Shurangama at the Buddha’s Crown gathers in and returns to its
source. Fortunately, the Buddha knew about it as it was happening, then ‘from
his crown, he emitted a hundred rays of precious light. Within the light appeared
a thousand-petalled precious lotus, upon which was seated a transformation-
body Buddha in full-lotus posture, proclaiming the spiritual mantra.” The
Buddha spoke the Shurangama spiritual mantra and used it to gather in, rescue
and return Venerable Ananda. At that time, who upheld the mantra to save
him? Manjushri recites it to rescue Venerable Ananda. Manjushri used this
mantra to rescue Venerable Ananda from the deviant mantra.

The Sutra Treasury was compiled and passed down the generations.
Because he was safely brought back, therefore the Dharma treasury of the
Buddha could be compiled. During the time when the Sutra Treasury was
compiled, Venerable Ananda could recite from memory all sutras spoken by
the Buddha during his times. Hence, every sutra was successfully compiled,
and the Buddhadharma can pass on eternally to this day without interruption.

The life pulse of the Dharma flows to the west and east. The life pulse of
Buddhism passed to China, and then traveled to the west and back to the east.
Therefore, Venerable Ananda made a meritorious contribution to Buddhism.
All of us should remember this.
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