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CHAPTER 1: SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE
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Penetrations are unimpeded. Something impenetrable is pierced through.
For instance, walls obstruct, but puncture a hole in it and it is penetrated.
Our ignorance obstructs the light of our inherent nature. If you can use
your wisdom sword to pierce through, you achieve penetration.

The penetration of no outflows. Why do we human beings not become
Buddhas? It is because of our outflows. Why do we human beings not
become Bodhisattvas? It is also because of these outflows. These outflows
leak into the three realms: the desire realm, the form realm and the
formless realm. Not only do outflows leak into the three realms but the
nine realms too. What are the nine realms? The realms of Bodhisattvas,
Hearers [Arhats], Those Enlightened by Conditions, gods, humans,
asuras, hell-beings, hungry ghosts, and animals. The reason that the
beings in these nine realms do not become Buddhas is because of their
outflows. They would be Buddhas if they did not have any outflows.

Where do these outflows come from? They come from ignorance. If
you can shatter ignorance, you will not have outflows. If you cannot
break through ignorance, then everything will flow out and nothing will
be left. Very few people have the penetration of no outflows. Without
outflows, you become liberated from the cycle of birth and death; the
reason that you cannot become liberated from birth and death is because
you have outflows. Having outflows is similar to a leaky bottle: fill it with
water and it leaks; fill it with more water and it cannot preserve it. End
outflows and you would have the penetration of no outflows.

Now, saying originally we do not have any spiritual penetrations refers
to that fact that ordinary people do not have spiritual penetrations.
Saying originally spiritual penetrations exist is referring to the levels of
sagehood, where spiritual penetrations do function. Ordinary people do
not have spiritual penetrations while sages do. Do sages get their spiritual
penetrations from the outside? No, they have always had them. Do
ordinary people not have spiritual penetrations because they lost them?
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No, they are in their inherent nature, but they did not notice them and
discover them. For that reason, they think spiritual penetrations do not
exist. From that comes to idea that there are no spiritual penetrations.

It is not important whether we have spiritual penetrations. Do not
think having spiritual penetrations is equivalent to attaining the Way or
certifying to sagehood. Far from it! We should not be so easily satisfied
-- getting a little and thinking, “I've struck it rich!” That’s like being in
possession of an ounce of gold and thinking ourselves wealthy. Other
people with millions and millions of ounces think nothing of it. It is as
if it does not exist for these millionaires. So what is the big deal with
your one little ounce? Do not be content with little. To do that is “to be
satisfied with a little and thus to cut yourself off from the Middle Way.”
That describes the state of the Two Vehicles and is not the propensity
of a Mahayana Bodhisattva. Thus, do not consider spiritual penetrations
to be incredible. If you possess spiritual penetrations and think that you
are incredible, then you are far too petty. You are still attached and are
too easily satisfied. Chapter means “category”. A chapter includes things
catogorized as the same.

Sutra:
Thus I have heard. At one time, the Buddha was in the Trayastrimsha
Heaven speaking Dharma for his mother.

Commentary:

Thus I have heard. The Vzjra Sutra, the Earth Store Sutra and the Dharma
Flower Sutra are all starting to be lectured here, so “Thus I have heard” will
be explained three times. “Thus” modifies the word Dharma, indicating
that Dharma which is thus is credible. The Dharma that is not thus is not
credible. This current Dharma is thus and therefore credible. “Thus” is
also a term for a seal of approval. A “seal of approval” is a determination
that cannot be changed.

“Thus I have heard” is one of the answers the Buddha gave to one of
Venerable Ananda’s four questions. When Shakyamuni Buddha was about
to enter nirvana, Ananda cried himself into a stupor, forgetting everything,.
Venerable Aniruddha’s ordinary eyes were blind, but his heavenly eye was
open. He was especially calm and clear-headed, so he advised Ananda to
ask the Buddha about four matters:

1.What words should be used at the beginning of each sutra to show that
it is representative of the Buddhist Canon?

2.When the Buddha was in the world, the Buddha’s disciples lived with
him. After the Buddha enters nirvana, with whom should we live?

3.When the Buddha was in the world, the Buddha was our teacher, after
the Buddha enters nirvana, which venerable one should be our teacher?

4.How should we treat evil natured Bhikshus?

The Buddha’s Answers:

1. Use the four words “Thus I have heard” to begin each sutra.
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