Dharma Realm Buddhist University Visits Tarwan
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n June 2011, a Dharma Realm Buddhist University team

led by DM Heng Sure and DM Heng Chih visited Taiwan.
During these ten days, they visited many well-known Buddhist
universities, including Huafan University, Dharma Drum
University Preparatory Office, Dharma Drum Buddhist Institute
and Hsuan Chuang University. They also visited Feng Chia
University. In addition to DM Heng Sure and DM Heng Chih,
delegation members included DRBU’s Dean of Student Services,
DM Heng Liang; Provost, Layman Doug Powers; Layman Chi-
Hsiung Chen; Laywoman Shen Chang; Laywoman Hui-Ying
Hsieh; and about a dozen DRBU faculties and staff members.
DM Heng Chiang, DM Jin Yong, DM Heng Yun, DM Jin Guo,
and DM Jin Jing also joined the team.

The Dharma Realm Buddhist University team’s activities
officially began on the morning of June 2. They visited the very
first Buddhist University in Taiwan, which was founded by DM
Xiao Yun. The campus of Huafan University is located in the
beautiful Shihding Mountain district in New Taipei City. After
meeting with the president of Huafan Universityy, DM Ren
Hua, Vice President Wen Ming Li, and twenty other senior staff
members, they attended a conference on the theme “Modern
Wisdom in Ancient Texts” hosted by DM Ren Lang, the director
of the Huafan University Research Institute.
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DM Sure introduced the four major missions of Venerable

Master Hua and explained the true meaning of “When one
perfects one’s humanity, Buddhahood accomplishes itself.” DM
Chih used real life examples to illustrate, from a psychological
perspective, that each choice we make influences our lives.
DM Liang discussed human greed and ecology, pointing out
that while the Earth’s resources are being depleted, Buddhist
. education teaches students to develop their inherent wisdom,
| rather than wasting external resources. Doug Powers stated that
graduates should be equipped with moral perspectives and a
deep understanding of the principle of cause and effect and the
. relationship between humans and Nature.
After the conference, the Director of the Buddhist Institute,
Xiong Wan, accompanied the visiting team to the Buddhist Studies Department,
Venerable Master Tanxu Memorial Hall, Venerable Master Guang Qin Memorial
Library, and Huafan Buddhist Cultural Museum.

On June 7, the team visited the Preparatory Office of Dharma Drum University
in Taipei City. The University President, Professor An-Zhi Liu, explained the
university’s curriculum and the plan to promote the idea of “uplifting the
character of humanity and building a Pure Land on Earth.” Dharma Drum
University is projected to open in 2012.

Additionally, both parties discussed the possible challenges faced by Buddhist
universities in the modern world. After the meeting, Dharma Drum Mountain
Abbot, DM Guo Dong, and Nongchan Monastery Supervisor, DM Guo Chan,
especially went to the preparatory office to have lunch with the team. Mr. Shen-Yi
Li, the CEO of Dharma Drum Mountain Humanities and Social Improvement
Foundation, also arrived to welcome the team.

In the afternoon the team went to the campus of Dharma Drum World
Center for Buddhist Education in Jin Shan. Accompanied by DM Hui Min,
the President of Dharma Drum Buddhist College, they visited the Main
Buddha Hall, Founders Memorial Hall, and a Chinese Calligraphy Exhibition.
After the campus tour, the university representatives, hosted by President Hui
Min, exchanged information including the institute’s development situation.
Dharma Drum Buddhist Institute has contributed many translations of Sutras
and established e-Sutras. After discussions, the visiting team shared the book of
“Rescuing the Nation through Education” by Venerable Master Hua, DRBU’s
brochures, “Song of the Skin-bag” by Venerable Master Hsu Yun, and more.

On June 8, the team arrived at the Hsuan Chuang University in Hsinchu.
The University was founded by the Chinese Buddhist Association in 1997 and
was recognized as Hsuan Chuang University by the Ministry of Education in
2004. President Dingming Wang and Vice President Bowen Lin greeted the
visiting team, and afterward DM Sure, DM Chih, DM Liang, and Doug Powers
gave the keynote presentation, which addressed the challenges Buddhism faces
in society, psychology, and the environment, as well as in founding schools in the
United States. Professors and students participated in the discussion, showing
great interest in the development of Buddhism in the western world and asking
many questions.

After the end of the discussion, Vice President Lin explained their evaluation
procedures and shared with the team all of their considerations. Hsuan Chuang
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University was established only fifteen years ago, but the school affairs
development and managementstructure are extremely comprehensive,
and it has received the Teaching Excellence Award from the Ministry
of Education for five consecutive years. The discussion between the
1 two schools resulted in mutual benefit, and both agreed to continue
the learning exchange.

On June 9, the team arrived at the Feng Chia University in Taichung.
The University, established some 50 years ago, has a comprehensive
university structure, exemplified by its IT [information technology]
campus. Greeted by the Vice President, Bingchien Li, the team learned
about the information network and systems construction of Feng Chia
University, and afterwards they visited the Feng Chia Library, Geography
Information Research Center, and Information Administrative Center.

Besides visiting universities, the team also went to Dharma Realm
Buddhist Books Distribution Society, Amitabha Monastery in Hualien,
the Taichung Branch of DRBA and Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery
in Liugui. On June 5, Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution
Society held the memorial of Venerable Master Hua’s nirvana and the
special passing of offerings ceremony. It has been sixteen years since the
Venerable Master entered nirvana, but the disciples’ memory of the Master
is increasing. During the ceremony, participants mindfully took part in
the special passing of offerings ceremony in paying the highest respect and
appreciation to the Venerable Master.

During this trip, DM Sure and Doug Powers conversed with and gave
talks to teenagers on numerous occasions. DM Sure especially noted the
challenges that young people face in this age of internet and scientific
technology. DM Sure led the Buddhist youth group in singing a number
of Buddhist songs and even performed a puppet show to teach adolescents
how to deal with anger. In difficult times, one should not forget to recite
the Bodhisattvas’ names to keep one’s mind peaceful and free from fear.
The following night, many lay people shared their experiences of reciting
Bodhisattvas’ names to gain confidence. On the night of June 11th, the
visiting team concluded the trip by chanting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name.

During this trip to visit Buddhist universities, DRBU representatives
learned from these institutions’ educational achievements and gained a
better sense of direction for DRBU’s future development. We are deeply
grateful for the kind reception provided by all the universities and the

assistance of DRBBDS in making this a successful trip.




