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How Could We
Cherish CTTB?

FHE HA201156A258 2L F
A talk given by Chienhwa Huang on June 25, 2011
at Gold Mountain Monastery

I would like to share the importance and auspiciousness of taking
precepts and also talk about my volunteering experience in
CTTB during the ceremony of Repentance before Ten Thousand
Buddhas sharing how we could cherish CT'TB. Twice a month,
when I recite the Bodhisattva Precepts, 1 will always read the
verses of Avatamsaka Sutra: “Precepts are the roots of the supreme
Bodhi; we should thoroughly uphold the pure precepts. If we can
uphold the pure precepts persistently, we will surely be praised by
Tathagatas.”

I took the Five Precepts in 2008 and Bodhisattva Precepts in
2009. After taking the Bodhisattva Precepts, 1 gradually began
to notice my own habits and behavior changing, and then I
experienced the Dharma joy of taking the precepts. In CTTB, the
Bodhisattva Precepts are the Six Major Precepts and Twenty-eight
Minor Precepts. During the first year after I took the precepts, I
learned how to hold them through challenges or mistakes every
day. I have been gradually learning the precepts day by day, being
mindful of my body, speech, and mind and slowly aligning my
habits and behavior. I usually encounter challenges daily and learn
the Precepts through those challenges little by little.

Whenever I call my mother in Taiwan, I always like to share the
Dharma joy of taking and upholding the precepts. In February
this year, she finally decided to take the Ten Major and Forty-eight
Minor Bodhisattva Precepts. It was certainly wonderful to hear
that she was willing to take the precepts. As a lay practitioner, it
is really not easy to uphold the Ten Major and Forty-eight Minor
Precepts because this set of precepts is much more detailed. It
is surely magnificent to hear someone to make up the mind of
doing it. She is 72 years old now and the second eldest among
the preceptees. It has been only four months since she took the
precepts. I have noticed the change of her habits and it is truly
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bottles, plastic bottles, cans, and recyclable paper would be sorted
out and tied up. All the non-recyclable trash would be combined
and put in the truck in the back.

After a few days of working, as long as I opened a big black trash
bag and looked inside, I could usually figure out where the trash
came from. For instance, if the trash came from schools; it usually
had lots of notebooks. If it came from offices, it had lots of paper.
Whether it came from the dorms, restrooms, or kitchen, it could
easily be recognized.

One day, I asked Guo Shun Shi: “How does CTTB deal with
these recyclables?” He said: “Glass bottles, plastic bottles, and cans
could be turned in for a little money, which CTTB uses to call for
the garbage truck to pick up the non-recyclable garbage.”

I was shocked by his words. It dawned upon me that I should not
generate too much trash. Otherwise, I would waste CT'TB’s funds,
every penny of which had been donated by sincere disciples who
had earned it through hard work. Certainly, these funds should not
be wasted.

When I opened a trash bag from the dorms, I would usually
see various food packaging. I wondered, “Isn’t it the case that we
are not allowed to bring food or eat in the dorms? Where did this
food packaging come from? Did someone bring the food out of the
dining hall — which is also not allowed?”

For example, I saw empty packages of cookies, bread, and small
bags of instant drinks such as sesame powder drink, black bean
drink, barley drink, and instant coffee.

In CTTB, all Dharma Masters are very compassionate. They
uphold the precept of eating only one meal a day. However, they
still prepare breakfast and dinner for all lay practitioners in the
dining hall. If we eat in dorms, it attracts small critters such as
ants, cockroaches, or rats. After the Dharma assembly is over and
we leave, volunteers cleaning the dorms may accidentally kill these
ants and create killing karma.

If we think that it is convenient to eat in dorms for breakfast
or dinner, eating the food we brought and not going to the small
dining hall, we would create more trash and more work for
volunteers, waste CT'TB’s funds, attract ants, cause killing karma,
and lose some of the merit we accrued from joining the Dharma
assembly.

In fact, these dormitory rules were created to protect us. The rules
were not made to cause us inconvenience. The rules will protect us
from losing our merit while we participate in Dharma assemblies.
All of you are all seasoned cultivators and have been to CTTB
many times for various Dharma assemblies. I sincerely hope that
you would not bring food to CTTB nor eat various foods or drink
in dorms. I also hope that you would kindly remind newcomers
because they might not know the dormitory rules. Thus, we will
not lose the merit accrued from attending Dharma assemblies, and

we can fulfill our responsibility of taking care of CTTB.



