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Earth Store Bodhisattva rescues beings in the hells. One of the reasons that
some people find the Earth Store Sutra hard to accept is the description of
the hells or of ghosts. But even when people don't believe in hells or ghosts,
just take a look at the world; there are certainly very hellish places and
experiences from the historical things such as the holocaust, the Nanjing
Massacre or any of the wars that are still going on, or factory farming. Each
year in the U.S. there are 123 million pigs, 40 million cows and 10 billion
chickens suffering under such hellish conditions. There are also victims of
domestic violence, child abuse, drug and alcohol abuse, human trafficking,
child soldiers, our prison systems: are these not hells? On the other hand,
who might the hungry ghosts be? Besides the obvious answer of the millions
of humans living on the edge of starvation in many developing countries,
we might say that even affluent people who are addicted to consuming
more and more are like hungry ghosts never satisfied with what they have.
As long as we are not content or desire more stuff, we are hungry ghosts.
The demand for more, the cult of shopping, has resulted in clearing of
forests and open wilderness for mega shopping complexes, suburban sprawl
and a gigantic asphalt network of highways across the land, all to cater to
victims of ‘affluenza,” the disease of having a lot and wanting more.

I'm going to give a little bit of background about global warming. There is
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some debate about whether global warming is really human-caused or is even
happening, as climate modeling is very complex. But it is definitely true that
the human impact is altering the planet in tremendous and destructive ways.
There
even be global

may

cooling as the
first  weather
variation ~ we
experienced
in the next
few decades.
But that does
not mean our
level of the |

greenhouse

gas emissions
is acceptable
and we can continue business as usual. Recently a number of eminent
Buddhist leaders and scientists including Venerable Bhikkhu Bodhi have
written a book called A Buddhist Response to the Climate Emergency and they
also have a website called ecobuddhism.org.

Let me give some background. The earth is 4.5 billion years old; the simplest
life forms on earth, 3 billion years old. Modern human species came 150,000
years ago, but it wasn't until the last 10,000 years the Holocene Epoch 4=t
- that we have had stable climate conditions for civilization, agriculture,
city life and culture to develop. During the hundred thousand years before
that, there was extreme climate change and people could only live a hunter-
gather lifestyle. So this ten thousand years of stable climate results from a self-
regulating atmospheric system, depending on a particular concentration of
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide and methane to partially block radiation
of solar energy to space. Prior to the Industrial Revolution of the early 18th
century, the concentration of carbon dioxide in the Holocene atmosphere was
stable at 280 ppm (parts per million). And then with the Industrial Revolution,
the earth entered a geological epoch named Anthropocene, because human
economic activity has come to dominate the evolutionary path of the planet.

Oil and gas are the remains of algae, plants, and tree that live by drawing
carbon dioxide from the ancient atmosphere hundreds of millions of years
ago. When we burn them, we release fossil carbon that has been out of
circulation for eons. Currently the carbon dioxide level is around 390 ppm,
the highest in 650,000 years, and its continuing to rise. The increased
global average temperature is 0.8 degree Celsius above pre-industrial norms.
Consequently, there’s great change all over the earth, and extreme weather
events have quadrupled since the 1950s. It’s quite important as Buddhists that
we should be a good example in the lifestyle that we choose. So we should ask
ourselves, how can we live more simply and compassionately using less so that
we can keep our climate from shifting out of a stable pattern. Vajra Bodhi Sea
recently published a series on green living; I hope everyone can take a look at
it. Amitabha.
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