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When Average Men Hear the Way, They Half Believe It (continued)

The young Bhikshus further played with him and said, “You have
attained the fruition of Sakrdagamin. You still have to undergo one
more rebirth in the human realm to cultivate the Path. Change your
seat again and we shall transmit to you the fruition of Anagamin.”
The elder Bhikshu happily changed his seat as they requested and
continued his contemplation. The young Bhikshus said to him,
“Pay attention, we will transmit the fruition of Anagamin. It’s
coming!” Again they hit his head with the ball. When he heard
this, the elder Bhikshu was glad and doubled his concentration.
He immediately realized the third fruition upon being struck. The
blow helped him cut off all afflictions and confusion from the
desire realm.

The young Bhikshus further played with him and said, “You
have attained the fruition of the non-returner now, but you
will still experience an impure body in the realms of form. It is
impermanent and subject to decay. Even if you enter the formless
realms, you will still undergo constant suffering. Change your seat
again and we shall transmit you the fruition of an Arhat, and then
you will put an end to outflows and rebirth completely.” The elder
Bhikshu then changed his seat as he was told. The young Bhikshus
said to him, “Pay attention, we will transmit the fruition of an
Arhat. Here it comes!” Again they hit his head soundly with the
ball, as it was the last time they could play with him. I believe it
hurt a great deal. The elder Bhikshu then concentrated intently
and realized Arhatship through this blow. He totally cut off self-
attachment.

Having attained the fourth fruition, the elder Bhikshu was
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happy and filled with Dharma joy. He showed his gratitude to
the young Bhikshus. He discussed with the young Bhikshus the
steps to awakening and detailed aspects of liberation. Not only
was he liberated, but he also attained the knowledge and vision
of liberation. That is, he instantaneously attained the five aspects
of the Dharma body: precepts, concentration, wisdom, liberation,
and the knowledge and vision of liberation. Thus he expounded
upon the various merits associated with freedom from outflows.
As the elder Bhikshu spoke eloquently, the young bhikshus were
at loss of what to say because this was something they had never
read in any book. The elder Bhikshu told them, “I have realized the
fruition of an Arhat.”

When the young Bhikshus heard this, they were all surprised
and sorry for their previous misdeed in ridiculing him.
They wholeheartedly repented to him. So the sutras say, the
Buddhadharma is boundless and saves countless beings. If one
earnestly strives for the Path, one is sure to attain the fruition. Even
if others are just saying a word to play with us, if we are mindful
of what is wholesome and practice accordingly with sincerity and
without any hesitation, our merit isn’t lost and we will receive
wholesome rewards in return.

Many of us are going to attend the Guanyin session for seven
days or just for tomorrow’s celebration — one day. We can try our
best to be sincere, just like the Bhikshu who didn’t mind hardship,
didn’t get angry, and cultivated sincerely. Even if we don’t have
the profound contemplation inside, if we can recite Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name single-mindedly, we will definitely still be
rewarded by our cultivation.

Some people come here and think it’s too hot or too cold and
decide that it’s more comfortable to stay home. Or, they find fault
with the accommodations and feel dissatisfied. When reciting
Guanyin’s name, they think about the personal business they
haven’t taken care of and start to worry about it. Or, they think it’s
better to recite Amitabha Buddha’s name instead of Guanyin. If
these situations happen, it is difficult to cultivate. Here’s a story I'd
like to share with you.

There was an older woman who had strong faith in Guanyin
Bodhisattva. Every new moon day (the first day of each lunar
month), she always brought her son, who didnt believe in
Buddhism, to the temple. She bowed to the Guanyin Bodhisattva
image and said, “Guanyin Bodhisattva, you are so compassionate,
please protect my precious son.” One day, her precious son beside
her asked, “Why do speak to this deaf Bodhisattva?”

She said, “This is a mistake! How can Guanyin Bodhisattva be
deaf?” He said, “If she’s not deaf and you have asked her so many
times, she should’ve answered you a long time ago. Why doesn't she
answer you? It’s because she’s deaf. Everyone uses their ears to hear
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sounds. Her name is to observe sounds; it means she cannot hear.”

The elderly woman knew her son didn’t understand Buddhism
so she didn’t argue with him. Its just like when the lowest type of
man hears about the Way, he bursts out laughing. She asked him to
accompany her to the temple every new moon day to plant some good
seeds. Time flew. It was the end of the month. The son started to worry
about going to the temple the next day and listening to his mother
pray. It was giving him a headache. That night he had a dream. In
his dream, a voice asked him not to meddle in others” business and
not to talk in the temple no matter what happens the next day. He
didn’t know why but he promised to do as the voice said.

The next day while his mother was bowing and praying to
Guanyin Bodhisattva, he wandered through the temple. He saw a
rich man who bowed and then departed, leaving his bag beside the
bowing cushion. He wanted to call the man to remind him about
his bag but he hesitated because of his promise in the dream. The
rich man drove away in a luxurious car.

Later a poor man on the edge of survival came to bow to Guanyin
Bodhisattva. He found the bag that was full of money. He was so
happy and thought it was an immediate response from Guanyin
Bodhisattva and left, gratefully.

Due to the promise in his dream, he forced himself to keep
quiet. A young man on a motorcycle came to bow to Guanyin
Bodhisattva. While he was leaving, the rich man came back and
grabbed him and fought with him, thinking he had taken the
money. The son couldn’t bear to keep quiet anymore, so he spoke
up and told them what he had witnessed in detail. After hearing the
explanation, the rich man went off to look for the poor man and
retrieve his money. The young motorcyclist rode away.

That night he had another dream. In his dream the voice said, “If
you were able to keep quiet a bit longer, you could’ve saved a life.” He
replied, “I spoke up to uphold justice; what was wrong with that?” The
voice said, “You are wrong. The rich man doesn’t need that money
which was going to be used for gambling and visiting prostitutes.
The poor man’s family is struggling on the edge of survival and
needed the money desperately. If the rich man had delayed the
young motorcyclist longer, he wouldn’t be buried alive beneath a
landslide on his way home. His body still hasn’t been found."

The son felt dejected and asked, “Who are you? And how did you
know so much?” The voice answered, “I'm the deaf Bodhisattva.”

In fact, we are easily affected in our daily lives by gain and loss,
by good and bad. Sometimes, we look back on what we thought
was the best arrangement. After time passes, it turns out not to be
the best, but rather, it might even be the worst. It is like the son
thinking that speaking up for justice was the best arrangement,
but it resulted in the worst outcome. With the case of the elder
Bhikshu who was ridiculed in the beginning, it could be considered
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the worst arrangement, but he became an Arhat later—the best
outcome.

Karma is too complicated for us to understand well. We may
say that what we have right now is the best arrangement for us,
regardless of whether it follows our wishes or not. What we need
to do is to cherish this opportunity to cultivate. Let our mind and
body calm down and focus on reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s holy
name single-mindedly. Everything will be arranged in the best way.
If we can think this way, we can let a lot of false thinking go and
concentrate our mind to cultivate.

Guanyin Bodhisattva is not almighty. If she had complete power,
we wouldn’t have to suffer at all. However, Guanyin Bodhisattva
has wise and compassionate power instead of complete power.
She teaches us skillfully how to develop our hidden potential by
ourselves, to overcome our difficulties, leave suffering, end birth
and death, and attain true self-mastery. Facing terrible disasters,
ordinary people will be scared out of their wits. However, if we can
sincerely recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name, we can set our minds
at peace and give rise to wisdom. Then we can find solutions,
naturally. This is a giver of fearlessness from our own nature.

In the Tang dynasty, a Taoist named Li Zhong Qing wrote a book
called Treatise on Ten Heterodoxies and Nine Confusions slandering
Buddhism. In this book he claimed that Buddhist monastics are
people who abandoned their parents, spouses, and children; they
are unfilial and inhumane. At that time many people were confused
by that book and believed in its erroneous ideas. A Dharma Master
named Falin, who was very knowledgeable, wrote a book called
Discussions on Proper Teachings that quoted the chronicles of history
and Buddhist texts to openly and publicly refute those erroneous
ideas. He concluded that Buddhism was better than Taoism.

Later Cheng Shiying, a Taoist in the capital, Chang’an, reported
to the emperor that Master Falin’s speech was against the law.
The emperors of the Tang dynasty regarded themselves as the
descendants of Laozi, who was honored as the founder of Taoism,
because they have the same surname, Li. How could Master Falin
publicly say that Buddhism was better than Taoism? It made the
emperor lose face.

The emperor angrily ordered Master Falin to be jailed
immediately. The emperor told him, “Didn’t you say in your book
that if you recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name, knives cannot hurt
you? I will give you seven days to recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name, and then you'll be sent to the execution site and we will see
if a knife can cut you to pieces.”

Upon hearing that, Master Falin was scared to death. He was
shackled by chains in the dark prison. He sincerely recited Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name and hoped Guanyin Bodhisattva would save
him. His fearful day was getting closer. One day, due to his sincerity
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in reciting, he experienced a great awakening and
didn’t cling to life anymore. He no longer feared the
day of his execution, either. His mind was open and
cheerful; he actually looked forward to the deadline.

Seven days passed, and the emperor asked, “Did the
Guanyin Bodhisattva you invoke show his spiritual
power?” Master Falin answered, “These days I am
always mindful of you, your Majesty, instead of
Guanyin.”

The emperor was surprised by the answer and said,
“I told you to recite Guanyin Bodhisattva. Why didn’t
you do ie? Instead you were mindful of me.” Master
Falin answered calmly, “Your Majesty, you've done
numerous good deeds to benefit people. Guanyin
Bodhisattva is you, your Majesty. So these few days,
I was mindful of you, your Majesty.” Upon hearing
that, the emperor was pleased. He smiled and released
Master Falin.

When we encounter difficulties and suffering,
whether we can receive aid from Guanyin Bodhisattva
or realize our own potential, depends on ourselves.
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s compassionate wisdom only
provides auxiliary support. Whether we can go further
in our difficulties will depend on the karma we create
in our daily lives and our sincerity in reciting Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name to realize our full potential. As the
saying goes, “God helps those who help themselves.”

$>To be continued
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