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A new edition (in Chinese) by the Committee for the
Publication of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
FRIKA FA KE

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others

PART 3. FULFILLING HIS FILIAL RESPECT AND
LEAVING THE HOME LIFE

From Agel8 to Age 23 (1935-1940)

26. Serving an Ailing Mother

When the Venerable Master was seventeen years old, his mother was
paralyzed and bedridden. He was the youngest son. He continued
teaching while caring for his ailing mother.

As told by the Venerable Master:
Later my mother became sick. I was teaching and looking after her.
She was paralyzed for more than six months. I did not know what
disease she contracted. However, she could neither walk nor turn
over her body. There was an unpleasant odor around her body all the
time. Although I was just a boy, I took care of her because no one else
could do it. I helped my mother to turn her body and relieve herself.
Was I reluctant to do that? No, I was devoted to taking care of her
at that time.

I was searching for good doctors to treat my mother’s illness, but no
one could cure her. At the age of eighteen, I often fasted, sometimes
for seven days, sometimes for eighteen days and sometimes even

thirty-six days. I still taught when fasting. Why did I fast? It was
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to show my sincere wish to seek a response for my mother’s quick
recovery.

27. Praying for a Drug for His Mother

Besides fasting to pray for his mother’s quick recovery, the Venerable
Master searched as much as he could for good doctors to cure his mother.
He heard that a fox spirit lived near Beiyin River (the present day town of
Lalin in Wuchang city) who treated sick people and gave out medicine.
He went there and kneeled for three days and three nights with a sincere
heart, praying for medicine to heal his mother.

As told by the Venerable Master:
At that time, people said that a fox spirit lived near Beiyin River, who
treated sick people and gave out medicine. People would travel for
300 miles to seek the medicine. What was the origin of the fox spirit?
This fox spirit used to dwell in the Japanese troops’ barracks when
they were stationed there. He finally drove those troops away. How?
The Japanese troops captured many Chinese people from different
places and shipped them by train to a location near Beiyin River.
They placed big hot oil cauldrons there and once the train doors
opened, these Chinese people fell into these hot cauldrons and were
fried to death. Countless Chinese people were tragically killed there.
Perhaps the fox spirit did not like their behavior, so he transformed
himself into an elderly man with a white beard, and fought the
Japanese army. When the Japanese saw the old man, they chased
him with a gun. After the fox spirit ran into their arsenal, the arsenal
blew up! This occurred twice, and the Japanese realized they could
no longer live there and finally left. The fox spirit was that powerful.
After the Japanese left, the fox spirit started to show his power and
gave medicine to people. No matter where you came from, to seek
medicine all you had to do was kneel down and pray with an empty
bowl covered by a red cloth. A moment later, when you lifted the
red cover, the medicine would appear in the bowl. It really worked.
I thought I should give it a try for my mother. I went to the empty
house where the fox spirit lived, knelt down, and prayed as told. One
day passed, two days passed, but still no medicine appeared. On day
three, I said to the empty house, “I will kneel for three days and will
not stand up until I get medicine.” It was cold, and there I knelt,
prayed, and kept lifting the red cloth again and again. However, still
no medicine appeared. After three days and nights, I got nothing. I
told myself, “Am I not sincere? Yes, I am very sincere. Perhaps there is
no affinity between the fox spirit and me.” I finally gave up seeking a
cure in this way. Since I knew a little Chinese medicine, I purchased
some medicinal herbs and tried to cure my mother. However, these
herbs did not work, and after a while my mother finally passed away.

$>To be continued
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