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Biographies

LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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The Second Patriarch,
The Venerable Ananda

TN A#EALI983E11ALR
Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on November 1, 1983
Jl R 4o 33% Translated into English by Winne Chou

The Venerable Ananda was from the city of Rajagriha, the son of King
Dronodana, and a cousin of the Buddha. He was foremost in learning
among the followers of the Buddha. One day the Venerable One asked
Kashyapa, “Elder Dharma brother, besides the golden kashaya, what
else did the World-Honored One transmit?” Kashyapa beckoned to
Ananda, and Ananda responded to his summons. Kashyapa told him,
“Topple the flagpole in front of the gate.” Afterwards, Kashyapa also
told the Venerable One, “This year I will not remain long, so now I
will pass the Proper Dharma on to you. Protect it well.” Later on, the
Venerable One transmitted the Dharma to Shanakavasa. In the Ganges
River he entered the stillness in midstream. His body rose in space, and
he manifested the eighteen transformations of an Arhat. He entered the
wind-sprint samadhi and divided his body into four parts. One was of-
fered up to the Trayastrimsha Heaven, one to the Dragon Sagara’s pal-
ace, one to the King of Vaishali, and one to King Ajatashatru. At each
location a jeweled stupa was built where offerings were made.

The Venerable One was from the city of Rajagriha, the son of King
Dronodana, and a cousin of the Buddha. He was foremost in learning
among the followers of the Buddha. Venerable Kashyapa was the first gen-
eration patriarch. Venerable Ananda was the second generation patriarch.
He was a native of the city of Rajagriha, the son of King Dronodana, and a
cousin of the Buddha. He was foremost in learning. All the sutras spoken by
the Buddha were recited from memory by the Venerable Ananda on Mount
Gridhrakuta, and certified by the assembly before they were compiled. Ven-
erable Ananda could clearly remember all the Dharma spoken by the Bud-
dha, and he never forgot them. He had an exceptional memory.

One day he asked Kashyapa, “Elder Dharma brother, besides the
golden kashaya, what else did the World-Honored One transmit?” On
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an occasion, he went to ask the Venerable Mahakashyapa: “Other than this
kashaya, what else was transmitted to you?”

Kashyapa beckoned to Ananda, and Ananda responded to his sum-
mons. Kashyapa use his hand to signal to Ananda, and Venerable Ananda
answered. Kashyapa told him, “Topple the flagpole in front of the gate.”

Afterwards, Kashyapa also told the Venerable One, “This year I will
not remain long, so now I will pass the Proper Dharma on to you. Pro-
tect it well.” Afterwards, Venerable Kashyapa told Venerable Ananda: “I
am very old now and have no wish to remain here for too long. Now I will
pass the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury on to you! You should stay here and
protect this Proper Dharma Eye Treasury well.” To pass onto you means to
transmit the dharma to you. Later on, the Venerable One transmitted the
Dharma to Shanakavasa. Later on, Venerable Ananda in turn transmitted
the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury to Venerable Shanakavasa.

In the Ganges River he entered the stillness in midstream. His body
rose in space, and he manifested the eighteen transformations of an
Arhat. He entered the wind-sprint Samadhi. Venerable Ananda entered
the stillness in the Ganges River and passed away. While doing so, he did
not simply die, but his body rose in space and manifested the eighteen
transformations. When one is certified to Arhatship, one can manifest eigh-
teen transformations in space. What are they? One can emit fire from one’s
upper body and emit water from the lower body; or one can emit fire from
one’s lower body and emit water from one’s upper body; or one can recline
in space, or sit in space. One can roam freely with ease in space and manifest
eighteen transformations. Ah! At that time, there was a wailing wind and
crashing thunder, as the Venerable One entered the Wind-Sprint Samadhi.

And divided his body into four parts. After cremation, Venerable
Ananda’s relics were divided into four parts. One was offered up to the
Trayastrimsha Heaven, one to the Dragon Sagara’s palace, one to the
King of Vaishali, and one to King Ajatashatru. At each location a jew-

eled stupa was built where offerings were made. #0To be continued
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