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During the time of Kashyapa Buddha, this heavenly lord was a woman,
which gives you a better perspective on him, since you think he’s so
incredible. Formerly he was a human female. This woman set out to
build a temple for Kashyapa Buddha. The circumstances that led to this
resolve were that she saw a dilapidated temple with no roof or ceiling.
The Buddha image in the temple was losing its gold gilding from the
wind and the rain that came through. The woman was saddened by this
and said, “What a pity! This Buddha image had already gotten soiled
with age and now it’s also wind-blown and rained on. This will never
do.” And so she made it her goal to rebuild this temple.

Since she did not have any money, she asked her friends and relatives,
“I want to rebuild a temple but I am penniless. Could you all help me?
Get more of your relatives and friends together so we can do charity
and repair this temple.” Her friends and relatives agreed, “Fine. Let us
cooperate and re-build a temple.” Thirty-three people came forth. She
was the founder and gathered 32 others, mostly women to help. Their
being women is unverifiable in history, however.

But even if there were men, there would have been very few. Men
probably thought they had more important things to do, or perhaps they
just didn’t enjoy building temples. They agreed the women should be
able to do the job. In any case, these 33 women finished rebuilding this
temple, plus a jeweled stupa at that! Each person donated a little money
and all their effort in building this temple and stupa. After the temple
and stupa were built and these 33 people’s lives came to an end. they
were reborn in the heavens. Each person was allotted one heaven in that
cluster of heavens. So the Trayastrimsha Heaven is composed of a cluster
of 33 heavens to accommodate those 33 people. In the central heaven is
Lord Shakra. That’s how the Trayastrimsha Heaven came to be.

What does “heaven” mean? It does not mean anything. If it had its own
meaning, it would not be called “heaven.” Why? Heavens are nature by
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definition. The karma of these thirty-three individuals created these
heavens. Without these thirty-three individuals, there would not be
a Trayastrimsha Heaven. That is why I say it has no meaning of its
own. It is truly meaningless for you to seck a rebirth on that heaven.
Therefore, we should not go to the Trayastrimsha Heaven.

The palace referred to is exceptionally fine and exquisitely beautiful.
One is reminded of some of the imperial palaces in China, but this
heavenly palace far surpasses those in its lovely rendering of details.
Truly, its elegance is inexpressibly marvelous!

Spiritual penetrations. The “Spiritual” means “mind of heaven.”
“Penetrations” means nature of wisdom, meaning a certain category
of beings with wisdom. Penetrations indicate that there is nothing not
penetrated—that the penetration is unobstructed. Spiritual indicates
that there is nothing not spiritual—it is mysterious beyond mysterious.

There are six kinds of spiritual penetrations. These six are one; that
one divides into six. Divided they are six; united they are one. To go
further, even the one doesn’t exist. Originally, no spiritual penetrations
exist, yet fundamentally spiritual penetrations do exist. How do we
explain there being no spiritual penetrations to begin with? How do
we explain that fundamentally there are spiritual penetrations? That’s
the wonder of it. Let us first explain the six spiritual penetrations
individually and then we can talk about how originally spiritual
penetrations both exist and do not exist; how originally spiritual
penetrations are one and how even that one does not exist. The six
spiritual penetrations are: the penetration of the heavenly eye, the
penetration of the heavenly ear, the penetration of knowing others
thoughts, the penetration of knowing past lives, the penetration of
unimpeded bodily function, and the penetration of being free of
outflows. The penetration of unimpeded bodily function is also called
the spiritual penetration of objects and the penetration of fulfilling
wishes.

As to the penetration of the heavenly eye, although we are all people,
some are exceptional. How are they exceptional? Some people can
observe the trichiliocosm as if it were an apple in the palm of their
hand. Venerable Aniruddha had the penetration of the heavenly eye;
he was foremost in the heavenly eye.

Someone with the penetration of the heavenly ear can hear all the
sounds in the human realm and throughout the entire trichiliocosm.
Someone with the penetration of others’ thoughts knows what you
are thinking before you articulate it. Someone with the penetration of
knowing past lives perceives what you did in your past lives, both good
and bad. The penetration of spiritual states includes the meaning of
spiritual discussed above and is itself an inconceivable state.

The “spiritual” and the “wondrous” are somewhat similar, so sometimes
we describe something as being an unfathomable spiritual wonder --
an incomprehensible and ineffable state.
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