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Sutra:

Just as empty space to the north, east, south, west, the
intermediate points, the zenith, and the nadir is limitless
and boundless, so too this person’s merit and virtue shall be
limitless and boundless, and he shall speedily attain to the
wisdom of all modes.

Commentary:

Just as empty space to the north, east, south, west, the
intermediate points, the zenith, and the nadir, that makes
ten directions in all, is limitless and boundless, so too this
person’s merit and virtue shall be limitless and boundless,
and he shall speedily attain to the wisdom of all modes.
Try to find the borders of empty space. You cant. No one
can know ultimately how great it is. Although presently there
are those who make scientific inquiries into these matters—
the astrophysicists—they will admit that ultimately they do
not know how big empty space is. There are Three Types of
Wisdom: 1. Wisdom of the Way. 2. All-Wisdom. 3. Wisdom of
All Modes. The Wisdom of All Modes is the Buddha position.

Sutra:

A person may read, recite, receive, and uphold this Sutra,
explain it to others, write it out, or instruct others to write
it out, and he may further build stupas or Sangha dwellings.
He may make offerings to and praise the assembled Sangha
of Hearers, and with hundreds of thousands of tens of
thousands of millions of dharmas of praise, laud the merit
and virtue of the Bodhisattvas. Further he may explain
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the meanings in the Dharma Flower Sutra to others while
according with their various causes and conditions.

Commentary:

A person may read, recite, receive, and uphold this Sutra. He
receives it with his mind and practices it with his body. He may
explain it to others, write it out, or instruct others to write
it out, and he may further build stupas or Sangha dwellings.
He may make offerings to and praise the assembled Sangha
of Hearers, praising the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha of
Hearers, and with hundreds of thousands of tens of thousands
of millions of dharmas of praise, laud the merit and virtue
of the Bodhisattvas. Further he may explain the meanings
in the Dharma Flower Sutra to others while according with
their various causes and conditions.

This reminds me of a story. Once there was a very high official
who protected the Triple Jewel. He also studied the Dharma
Flower Sutra. He was able to remember the first three and a
half rolls very quickly, but no matter how hard he studied, he
could not remember the last three and a half rolls. Thinking this
strange, he asked a Good and Wise Advisor, one who had gained
the penetration of the knowledge of past lives, about his erratic
memory. Curious, he asked him, “I really like the Dharma Flower
Sutra, and I am able to remember the first half of the Sutra very
easily, but no matter how hard I try, I cannot remember the
second half. Why is this?”

The Good and Wise Advisor went into samadhi and took a
look. Then he told the official, “Your causes and conditions are
very special. In your last life, you weren’t a human being. You
were an ox! Someone let you go in a liberating life ceremony
and gave you to a monastery. In the middle of the summer, the
monks would set the Sutras out in the sun to dry them so that
worms would not eat them. As an ox, you happened to walk over
to the Sutras and sniff the first half of the Lozus Sutra. You, as the
ox, didn’t sniff the second half. Because you sniffed the first half,
you can remember it very easily. But since you didnt sniff the
second half, you aren’t able to remember it clearly.”

The official was not very happy when he first heard the story.
“How can you say I was an ox! What proof do you have?” “You
want proof? Go look out behind the temple. There’s a grave
where we buried an ox that died, an ox that was given to temple
in a liberating life ceremony. The abbot at that time also had
spiritual powers, and he knew where that ox would be reborn in
the future, what its name would be, and so on. He wrote it on
a piece of white cloth and buried it with the ox. So if you don’t
believe it, you can dig up the grave.”

sTo be continued



