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A ralk given by Bhikshuni Heng Yin on September 10, 2010
in the Buddha Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Bodhi Field E23ilan

\ )( Je've already heard many people speak about the Earth Store Sutra

and Earth Store Bodhisattva’s wonderful Dharma that guides us
to be filial and to have compassion for those in suffering based on his own
example of filial compassion. I'd like to approach Earth Store Bodhisattva
from a different angle, focusing on his relationship to the earth.

Asthe Venerable Master explains in the Earth Store Sutra, the Bodhisattva
is named “Earth Store” or “Earth Treasury,” Ksitigarbha, because the
earth gives rise to the myriad things. It has ten aspects. The earth is vast
and extensive, it supports living beings, it is impartial, it receives the great
rain, it produces grass and trees, it holds all the planted seeds, it holds
many treasures, it produces medicine, it is not moved by the blowing
wind and it does not tremble at the lion’s roar. In other words, the earth is
nurturing, life giving, fair and impartial, full of treasures and medicines,
steadfast, and fearless.

Some cultures call it “mother earth” for it is indeed like our mother
in supporting us and providing us everything for us to live. The Master
also said the earth itself is a being, and this huge being represents the
Bodhisattva because of these ten mother-like qualities.

In the sutra, Shakyamuni Buddha entrusts Earth Store Bodhisattva
with our future, with rescuing all beings from suffering during the

and the Earth
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interval between Shakyamuni Buddha’s nirvana and the coming of Maitreya
Buddha. So Earth Store Bodhisattva protects and cares for us very much like
a mother watching over her own children. In the second chapter titled “The
Division Bodies Gather,” the Buddha says, “I may appear as a mountain, as
a forest, as a stream, as a spring, as a river, as a lake, as a fountain, or as a well
in order to benefit people. I use all these ways to save beings.” So Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas can actually take the form of plants and natural landforms
or bodies of water.

Unfortunately, in the past 200 years since the Industrial Revolution, the
human species has devastated the planet through its exponentially growing
consumption of resources, unsustainable development, and pollution. The
quality of the soil, air, and water are not what they used to be.

It is said in the Buddha’s time, the water was as nutritious and delicious
as milk. Now not only is water not nutritious, it contains all sorts of toxins
and the same goes for the soil and air. So we really need the help of Earth
Store Bodhisattva to save us from destroying our one and only home, planet
earth.

As the Master said, “Why are we holding a session to recite the name of
Earth Store Bodhisattva? It’s because there are too many disasters in the
world now. We want to ask Earth Store Bodhisattva based on the power
of his past vows, to dispel all the calamities. Every year we hold an Earth
Store session for the sake of dispelling the poisons in space and in the world.
The atmosphere is now very polluted. There is a poisonous energy brewing
in the universe, which cant be dispelled. We can only sincerely ask the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to shine their light and cause the invisible but
lethal, toxic energy to disappear. Therefore, all the activities at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas have a direct impact on the state of peace or danger
in the world. If the people in this bodhimanda are not sincere, the world
will be in a greater danger. Reciting the names of Guanyin Bodhisattva
and Earth Store Bodhisattva is a way to detoxify the world without the use
of pesticides or chemical sprays. Rather, sweet dew and dharma water are
used to dispel the poisonous energy. For each bit that is dispelled, the world
obtains a bit of peace. When all the poisonous energy has been purged from
the world, beings will be blessed and mankind will be lucky indeed.”

The Master’s instructions from a Chan session can apply here as well.
He said, “We cultivators of the path should use a kind of electrotherapy to
detoxify the air. What is electrotherapy? It means sitting in meditation and
emitting a light of wisdom from our meditative state. This light of wisdom
is a form of electricity and when these waves of electricity pass through the
air, they have the effect of detoxifying it. They transform the contaminated
air into clean air.”

In addition to purifying our minds by reciting the Bodhisattva’s name
or practicing meditation, we can also purify our body karma by paying
attention to what we eat and consume, how we live and transport ourselves.
This can have a practical effect on our health, as well as the health of the
earth. For example, the Master says:

How can we purge the world of poisons? Everyone should become a



AR UM S B 7 R
REHLZTAIZA  BEIZT - RIS
LRI - E IS (E R E N
LR —HRIZEAIZA ¢ Ry R L AT
B EEFHERMAA - RIZEIRHER
GHRE - ERISEMGEIR - I HiEES
FralfEE - A TTESEL A LR > N AE
THHYARSEARZE - FTLAE AR -

THEARBEESE > RRCUSIREEY -
At BT > IR TR

HRET o NB B - STBLIGEL
[ B B, > FEBREA B EKEK - EAHFER - &
T HIZARTE Y » FTPA—V) 715 ~ 7K
K~ RO THY SEEE - #E FRNZ A PTG R
iy o

WAWNRHER B S R —T - &4
AFR - RAFAFR  RFAFER &t
PR TR DS > IR B AR T >
A 4F | BAEIRAGRIR R B
i MR (EE SR A5  IRikdk > Bk
i ARIZER - FRIZIR - A AP AR A AR
o SREAER(EEZET > A SRy &
3ich

FRLIE (Heias ) #EtaERIR2RE -
(R ARG ) ties] - &AATE
Wodan TR AR A 4EiE
Yy HENTEER 5K EE > AR
EIRME © BORRIUR - A S B - A
NFFEEA - SRR AR - A EGRE
IZIA SRR - B THE 24

IVt IP~2 /R0 ESGRPSES IS S DN
122 BRI LUHEA A > KSEA
EHBAGERIIR - IZE 2 LIEY) R £/
e - LAERZIEREWIRR - IR
Wz R ha » EEANfERRRYIR A © A
ABEHAMSYUER - MR -~ EEEE
% ¢ Dz DEBR DB E R E - E
ARZ ANEARE— T Tl > RS
FRBAE RS T AR H - TR
EIA—RIZ—WIH - ARISISHEE > 1218
BN SERIZAY N ERIERD o By

Wk RS RIS R - P
B s {5481

Bodhi Field E23ilan

vegetarian because the flesh of all creatures is poisoned. Although you
cannot detect the poison when you ingest it, you gradually become
poisoned. The poison is extremely lethal and has no antidote, because the
karma of enmity is too deep. Thus, the ancients said,

For hundreds of thousands of years, the meat stew in the pot
Has boiled up a resentment very hard to dispel.

If you want to know why

there are calamities and wars in the world,

Just listen to the sounds from a slaughterhouse at night.

We should realize that meat-eating is the cause of personal conflicts,
family feuds, wars between nations and even disharmony in the
atmosphere. All wars, floods, fires, epidemics and catastrophes can be
traced back to the consequences of meat eating.

If you want to understand the reason for this, go stand near a
slaughterhouse at midnight and listen when a cow, pig, or chicken
cries out before it is slaughtered. It is, in fact emanating poison. It is
thinking, 'Fine! Kill me now but I'll be back in the future to kill you. I'll
never let you forget this. You kill me and 'l kill you. You eat me and I’ll
eat you.' As a result, the air is filled with poisonous hatred which causes
various disasters and illnesses.

The Earth Store Sutra also has many exhortations to not kill or eat
animals. For example, the chapter “Karmic Retributions of Living Beings
in Jambuvipa” talks about how killing leads to a short life span, hunting
leads to insanity and disaster, trapping young animals leads to broken
families as a retribution. To scald, burn, behead, cut or injure animals
leads to repayment in kind, being having the same thing happen to
you. And not following the rules of pure eating leads to being reborn as
hungry birds and beasts. Also in several different parts of the sutra, we
are exhorted not to eat or serve meat but to prepare vegetarian offerings
when our relatives are dying or being born. This will benefit the living
and the dead.

These are arguments for vegetarianism from a Buddhist point of view
based on karma, but we can also encourage non-Buddhist friends to
adopt a more plant-based diet. There are plenty of non-religious reasons
for eating lower on the food chain. Health is a major reason. Non-organic
meat and dairy products are full of antibiotics, hormones, cholesterol not
to mention the chemical residue of animals’ fear and anger right before
death. Eating less meat is also an effective way of lowering greenhouse
emissions so as to reduce global warming. People need not go vegetarian
overnight. Just as some people observe the six or ten vegetarian days of
the month, we can encourage people to try being vegetarian just once a
week, then increase to twice a week or having just one or two vegetarian
meals per day. Or perhaps they can reduce the number of ounces of meat
that they eat at each meal. A great way is to invite people to delicious
vegetarian meals at your home or at a restaurant, and to teach them how

to cook vegetarian meals. s> To be continued
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