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When Average Men Hear the Way, They Half Believe It.

B BOM & A /7 (0] 28 phEE I Ak o B First of all, welcome to all friends in the Dharma who have come
T T B i T S i e A o back to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Tomorrow we will
BKE| T AR T H W) —A)4 o 4 ( celebrate the anniversary of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s accomplishing
HF . EEKY R T R the Way. Talking about the Way, I recall a famous saying by Laozi in
H - BT PEEE - BEET T th;VZZ::fZ;;Zgigbest type of people hear the Path, they practice diligently
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PR - AL - en the lowest type of people hear the Path, they burst out laughing.
BT e H s If they did not laugh, it would not be the Path.

RBE > BARE - {%Eﬁﬁ%%ﬁéﬂ@{b The highest type of people means those who have great insight
5 BRUEBAT > —HEE > FEREEN 49 perseverance. Upon hearing the Path, these kinds of people will
MR > LS FAEEE > &HREE T K lose no time in cultivating the Path vigorously. There is a story about
i o H—EHVHEE IR S AT » ZREFR  Guanyin Bodhisattva who came to the Saha World as a princess
HEE > DR EAGEUENR 0 BR T — 0 8%  named Wonderful Kindness. She renounced a luxurious life of
AN BELVERE AR o BTLLER 0 T | nobility to become a nun, to cultivate. After diligent cultivation for
REE > i o years, she accomplished the Path and attained great liberation. Her

thf- > EfEMEE - B> A o {gHlR  life story shows us that if we want to leave suffering and accomplish
& BIREEAED o DN, the Path, we have to emulate her diligent spirit and perseverance. So
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PR G o SfE A METS 35 A Sk i 0 2 A 52 it‘ says, “When the highest type of men hear the way, they practice
ELfRE AR - U RAEEERG o iy e N
o 238 - FRDL— 1) B & = verage people, who have an average level of insight, are always
f&i/ng ZE% 1—)3)? Lj}iﬁ‘:ﬂ?\ r]iﬁ:f%?éﬁﬁ %g influenced by conditions and lack the determination to practice.
3 ) 7 & o 2 ) H )
L e il
LAﬁ—F:E(tH}E ;\I%I%%E;PE%T BEET E@? cultivate, but they rely on good teachers and favorable circumstances.
s 0 e L IGIENE ) 5% AMUE - B g0 says, “When average men hear the Way, they half believe it.”

Such people need plenty of good conditions and good advisors to
instruct or remind them. It is not that they lack the opportunity to
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The lowest type of people, who have little insight, hear of spiritual
practice and find it funny. They toss it aside as if it were an old shoe.
Such people are addicted to the material world. Their six sense organs
never miss out on good food, good drink, good sights, good smells,
and a comfortable environment — they are sure to enjoy all sorts of
pleasures. They absolutely cannot believe in the idea of spiritual
practice. Even if you spend great effort and time to explain it, they
just refute it. So the saying goes, “When the lowest type of people
hear the Path, they burst out laughing. If they did not laugh, it would
not be the Path.”

I believe all of you are not the third type of people. Such people
don’t need to cultivate and are automatically on the path. What
path? The six paths of rebirth. Today, we will talk about the second
type, average people, because the highest type of people are already
cultivating the Path or have accomplished the Path. For example,
Guanyin Bodhisattva diligently practiced the Path and became the
Buddha called Light of Proper Dharma Thus Come One. Now he
returns to the Saha World to save beings, as a Bodhisattva.

Of course, I believe many of you are the highest type of people. 1
remember that Master Hua, our founder, held his last celebration of
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Accomplishing the Path at CTTB on August
1, 1993. He said to ask ourselves: When will I attain the Path? When
will I have the same great spiritual power as Guanyin Bodhisattva
to respond to cries for help, without leaving any wish unfulfilled?
If we have the same ability as the Bodhisattva, we should not be
conceited or arrogant. We must act like ordinary people and mingle
with others harmoniously to teach and transform beings in the world
with a transcendental mind.

So, if you are among the highest type of people, please be an
influential supporter and joyfully take part in this Dharma assembly.
Ordinary people who want to cultivate the Path and attain liberation
have to be single-minded, as the Universal Door Chapter says to
single-mindedly recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name. It is said that
being single-minded you can accomplish anything. Here is a famous
and inconceivable story from the Sutra of the Storehouse of Sundry
Valuables about being single-minded to accomplish the Path.

Once, in the past, there was an elder Bhikshu whose body had
declined and whose mind was dull. However, he had the determination
to cultivate, so he always requested the Dharma humbly and sincerely.
One day, he heard a discussion on the four fruitions of Arhatship and
was full of admiration. He said to the young Bhikshus, “You are good
and knowing advisors, who are clever and wise. Please tell me how to
attain the four fruitions.”

The young Bhikshus burst out laughing because they knew the
elder Bhikshu didn't know the Buddhadharma well and it was stupid
for him to ask how to attain the four fruitions. One of them jokingly
said, “I have the four fruitions. You have to treat me to some delicious

food; only then will I transmit them to you.”
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When the elder Bhikshu heard these words, he was happy inside. He
thought he could attain the four fruitions, just as one receives the Bhikshu
Precepts through the Bhikshu ordination held by the three masters and
seven certifiers. He spent all his personal valuables on making delicious
food for the young Bhikshus, and then asked them for the four fruitions.

When the young Bhikshus had eaten the food, they said, “Venerable
one, sit down in the corner and contemplate the Dharma. We will
transmit the fruitions to you.” When the elder Bhikhsu heard this, he
was glad and contemplated as instructed.

The young Bhikshus said to him, “Pay attention, the fruition of
Shrotaapanna, the first fruition, is coming! They hit his head with a
basketball. Since the elder Bhikshu was fully concentrated and mindful
of the Dharma, he attained the first fruition upon being hit. In other
words, the blow caused him to see the Path; his Dharma eye was opened.

I have a question; do you think the elder Bhikshu’s head hurt when
the basketball hit him? Yes, I believe it hurt. However, this kind of pain
became the power to help him see the Path. Because he was single-minded
in contemplating the Dharma, he saw his true nature.

I think this may be how the method of shouting and hitting to
bring about enlightenment developed in the Chan school. The Chan
Master Linji Yixuan, who was the founder of the Linji Chan school,
formally requested the Dharma three times from Master Huangbo very
respectfully. Each time he got hit and immediately ran away. Later,
he finally understood that Master Huangbo was hitting him out of
compassion and wanted to help him get enlightened. Here, we may say
if the elder Bhikshu had run away like Master Linji, or had given rise to
anger like ordinary people because of the blow on the head, he would
not have seen the Path. The reason he didn’t do that was because he was
sincerely contemplating the Dharma deep down inside. As the Venerable
Master said, being able to speak is not as good as being able to listen and
understand the principles, and being able to listen is not as good as being
able to practice those principles.

The young Bhikshus didn’t know he already attained the first fruition,
and further played with him and said, “We have transmitted to you the
fruition of Shrotaapanna, so you still have seven births and seven deaths.
Now sit in another corner and we will transmit to you the fruition of
Sakridagamin (second fruition)."

The elder Bhikshus mind was frank and sincere because he already
saw the Way. His Dharma eye was opened, and he saw the whole world
differently. He wasn’t aware of their trick, so he changed his seat and
closed his eyes to continue his contemplation. The young Bhikshus
said, “Pay attention, were transmitting to you the second fruition. It’s
coming!” And again, they hit his head with the ball. The elder Bhikshu
increased his concentration and mindfulness of the Dharma. Because
he already saw the Path, at the moment of being struck, he realized the
second fruition. The blow helped him remove many thought delusions.

s> To be continued



