How Refreshing for Karmic Offenses to
Blow Away Like Petals:

Bowing the Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance
at Avatamsaka Vihara

£% X By RongginJin
R JL 373# Translated into English by Nancy Chu
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Avatamsaka Vihara, located in Maryland, is
the only branch monastery of Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association on the East Coast of the
United States. Over this summer’s Fourth of July
long weekend, some people went to the beach
to escape the heat and others went to cool off in

swimming pools. During this period (July 2 to 10),
Avatamsaka Vihara held a week-long “Emperor

Liang’s Jeweled Repentance” session and two-
day Buddhism Symposium, and also transmitted
the Three Refuges and Five Precepts. This is the
third large Dharma assembly held at Avatamsaka
Vihara since moving to its new location in 2003,
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with nearly a hundred attendees. For Buddhists,
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bowing to the Buddhas in repentance eradicates
karmic offenses and extinguishes afflictions. It
cleanses the heart and mind of impurities, and
there is no place so clear and cool as the Dharma
assembly in which one is bathed in the sea of the
Buddhas’ and Bodhisattvas’ compassionate vows.
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The seven days of the Emperor Liang’s Jeweled
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Repentence, led by Dharma Masters, involved
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following the text and sincerely bowing in

repentance. It brought forth tears of remorse in
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many people, as well as tears of gratitude. At
the end of every section was the repentance
verse of praise, “The offenses mentioned in the
text are as plentiful as flowers. Now we dissolve
animosity and extinguish offenses, enabling us
to quell disasters, increase our blessings and
wisdom. We wish that we will meet again at
the Threefold Dragon Flower Assembly and
receive a prediction from Maitreya Buddha
in person.” Singing this verse filled everyone
with Dharma joy.

During the repentance session, a Dharma
Master lectured every night. Dharma Master
Chiang discussed “The meaning of the ten
types of offerings in Emperor Liang’s Jeweled
Repentance.” Dharma Master Shen’s talk
on “The Bodhisattva’s Six Paramitas” from
the Yogacara-bhumi Shastra was insightful
and thought-provoking. Dharma Master
Yin spoke about “Buddhism and the
Environment.” She shared her experience
leading students to visit chicken and cattle
farms; those who heard were moved to
greater compassion, to refrain from killing
and liberate life, and to resolve to become
vegetarians. On the last day the Three
Refuges and Five Precepts were transmitted.
About fifty people participated, and the
Buddha Hall was filled with people during

this dignified and meaningful ceremony.




