Sharing Insights from the Repentance Before
Ten Thousand Buddhas 2011
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The talks given on May 31, 2011 in the Buddha Hall at CTTB
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In order to encourage and help people in their cultivation, we always
ask participants to share their experiences and stories on the last
day of the Repentance Before Ten Thousand Buddhas. Below are
excerpts of inspiring reports from participants.

Dharma Master Jyun: People who can make it to this repentance
are lucky that they have the time and conditions to be able to come,
and the health to participate. We should all be grateful for this good
fortune.

I would like to remind everybody that when you're attending the
session if you are able to bow, do not stand; if you are able to only
stand, do not sit. If you become sick, if your back and legs are weak,
you can’t bow even if you want to. You would only be able to watch
others bow while you sit on the side. Therefore, do not be lazy and
bow as much as you can while you can. You may be able to bow this
year, but you do not know if you will be able to bow next year.

Since you made the resolve to come, went through hardship to take
time off work, spent a lot of money and arranged everything to be
able to attend the session, then you should seize the opportunity to
participate fully. Some people may want to take every bit of free time
to chat with others; I feel this is such a waste. Your main purpose in
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) should be to cultivate
most vigorously, every single minute. If you are looking for someone
to chitchat with, then you do not need to come here since there are
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many more people available for chitchatting where you reside.

I hope in the coming years that everyone will succeed in bowing
more and talking less. Keep the Buddhas in your body, speech and
mind so that you're constantly reciting and bowing. Have hope that
everyone will be complete in merit and virtue.

Liang Lin Sen: I am originally from Shanghai but now I'm living
in Maryland. This time I brought a sincere mind of repentance to the
session. I killed many chickens, ducks, and fish when I was young
because I was greedy for flavor; this caused me to have heavy, bad
karma. I can see now that I was extremely ignorant, taking wrong
for right. Now I truly repent and seek forgiveness for the beings I
harmed.

A sincere mind definitely has helped my karmic obstructions to
disappear. The first time I attended the session, my legs swelled
within a few days. It was extremely difficult and painful to walk. I
had to hold onto the railings and it took about a week for my legs
to return to normal. This time is much different! After three days of
bowing, my health returned to normal and I was able to smoothly
complete the entire bowing session. This is because the Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas extended their blessings to me and allowed me to
continue to cultivate.

Liang Guo Liang: An upasika from Australia, on many occasions,
has seen Venerable Master Hua during the Repentance Before Ten
Thousand Buddhas. With her permission, I am going to share her
experiences.

Last year, when she participated in the bowing session, she saw an
image of an adorned man hovering over the main Buddha Hall. He
was remarkably big and his upper body covered the entire Buddha
Hall. She thought it was the Buddha so she asked, “Who are you?”
The response was, “I am your Shi Fu [Master].” At that moment, the
man manifested the appearance of Master Hua as we know him, but
smaller in size.

This year, she had another experience on board the plane from
Australia to the United States. There was turbulence during the
flight which made the plane shake violently for fifteen minutes and
everyone was terribly frightened. Then she spotted Shi Fu sitting on
the plane, stabilizing it, and the turbulence ceased. After arriving
here, due to the jet lag, she was dozing off during the sutra lectures
and Dharma talks when she saw Shi Fu in the Buddha Hall staring
at her. Immediately she sat upright. These are three of her responses
which I think are worth sharing with everyone here.

Hu Guo Hsing: I am from Malaysia. I had the opportunity to
come to CTTB in 1995 to attend the Memorial Ceremony for the
Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana. After that I made a vow to come
again and bring my family as well.

In 2009, my daughter really wanted to come to CTTB to attend
the Repentance Before Ten Thousand Buddhas, and so did I. Then

our entire family made vows to come. Eventually all five of us were
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granted visas to come and participate.

I sprained my leg before coming to CTTB. It was certainly hard to
bow during the first and second week but I persisted. After bowing
for two days, I began to experience dizziness then bowing became
intensely difficult. I asked the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to give me
strength and vowed that I would bow until the session was completed.
When we bowed and recited the phrases ‘Om mani padme hum’ and
I sincerely bow to the Buddhas™ before the Buddhas names, I was
filled with Dharma joy to the point that the dizziness in my head and
the pain in my leg vanished.

Kimberly: I come from Canada. I was born and raised in a faithful
Buddhist family. Later, due to negative life experiences, I converted
to Christianity.

In 2010, I regained faith in people and returned to Buddhism. I am
a social worker so I must have compassion for my clients. My clients’
minds are not settled and their hearts are not at ease. I wanted to
find a wise spiritual teacher to teach me to meditate. Just like that, I
converted back to being a Buddhist.

In a one month period from March 7 through April 7, 2010, I
dreamed of Venerable Master Hua three times. In the first dream,
he was walking with his cane, wearing a hat and dressed in yellow
and brown robes. He came down from the sky and I bowed to him.
I vividly foresaw the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance event - the
main hall, the dining hall and the dormitory room where I stayed.
When I awakened, I felt his presence. He was there, I saw his face. I
sensed he was there. That was my first dream.

Two weeks later, I had the second dream. Master Hua told me
to go back to school for my Ph.D. and to title my thesis The Black
Hole. When I woke up, I remembered one of his teachings - when
he was eleven or twelve years old, he had a dream wherein he was lost
in the wilderness and was surrounded by holes in the ground. In the
third dream about Master Hua, he told me, “Now is the time, go! Its
now!” He then gave me a math test and told me in these exact words,
“Connect the dots.”

I do not know what it meant but I felt that to come to CTTB
was my first dot. This is my first time to come to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. On account of Master Hua bringing me here, I
felt so much at peace and felt at home.

I made a vow to complete the Black Hole thesis as my contribution
to Master Hua, the Three Jewels and the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. It is my hope that this thesis will help others transform as
have. I also vow to be reborn in the Pure Land.

The second dot was disclosed during the repentance session.
Fundamentally this black hole represents the hole of suffering, the
hole of greed, the hole of stupidity. The Saha world basically is a big
black hole. Each and every one of us digs a hole for ourselves without
realizing the hole exists. Until one day, we suddenly encounter the
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moment of awakening and realize the hole’s existence. Sometimes
we do not realize the meaning of the hole and miss the opportunity
to understand. Because we do not understand, we continue to dig
deeper and deeper. After falling into this black hole, one has to wait a
very long time to escape the circle of birth and suffering.

Lin Ding Fu: I am from Vancouver, Canada. I have a very limited
understanding of the Dharma. Furthermore, I am not diligent in
cultivation hence I did not experience any responses during the
repentance session.

This is my fifth visit to CTTB. I always came here for summer
camp or for a short visit. So a three-week stay and attending the
full Dharma session were new to me. In fact, today is the day of
my university commencement ceremony but I do not regret missing
it. I remembered about this Dharma session only three days before
it started. It is a Dharma session that I always wanted to attend. I
bought a plane ticket the next day. Every summer in the past few
years of college, I took courses or worked full-time so I never had a
chance to come.

My first surprise came on the first day and the first period of bowing,.
I didn’t come prepared for this much bowing. Additionally, Chinese
people are usually metaphorical with their numbers so I assumed the
Repentance Before Ten Thousand Buddhas was not going to be ten
thousand bows. I did not anticipate that it was true to its name. My
legs were sore after the first period and I could hardly walk for the first
few days. Later on, I became better accustomed to the bowing routine
and found it more manageable.

My favorite times during the day were when Venerable Master
Hua and the Dharma Masters gave Dharma talks. I'm more aware
of my problems and I can put theories into practice right away. Most
importantly, I feel I received many precious treasures of the Dharma
that I can take away after the session ends. At the end of every day,
after hundreds of bows, I was always exhausted and disappointed with

myself because Master Hua said that if people don't find progress in
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their cultivation, it is likely they have too many false thoughts when
they practice. And I think that’s exactly my problem. But every time I
listened to a Dharma talk, I was encouraged to try again the next day,
to try with new ideas and methods.

If it were not for this repentance, I wouldn’t have been able to have
learned this much new Dharma. And if it were not for the Dharma
Masters’ compassionate teachings, I wouldn’t understand the depth
of the Repentance Before Ten Thousand Buddhas and its vastness
that reaches the Dharma realms in the ten directions. From this
session, I discovered how vigorous all of you are. From children to
senior cultivators, you inspired me. And to all of you who are not
familiar with Mandarin Chinese or English, I sincerely respect your
diligence.

Chao Guo Yuan: 'm Chao Chu Yuan from Malaysia. This is
my first trip to CTTB to participate in the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Jeweled Repentance. First, I did some homework before I went to
the United States visa interview. I recited Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
name more than ten thousand times. I bowed to Venerable Master
Hua secking help in getting my U.S. visa approved, and I got it.

Secondly, on the third day of bowing I felt something running
around underneath my sash, during the entire incense period. ButI
just ignored it and continued to concentrate on bowing. Third, one
night I dreamed about Venerable Master Hua. He gave me a bowl
of dessert and asked me, “Is it sweet?” I replied “Yes!”

Lastly, even though this is my first time to bow the Jeweled
Repentance Before Ten Thousand Buddhas, I feel no pain. I feel
very light, full of joy and relaxed. I would like to come back again
someday.

Gary Stone: Before [ arrived here, I traveled from California to

2% Alabama to visit my family and friends. I am from Alabama.

On the day I was scheduled to leave Alabama and fly back to
California to CTTB, we had trouble getting to the airport because
of storms in the area. I didnt really think much of it at the time
because this time of year there’s a lot of rain and a lot of storms
in that region of the country. I made my flight but when I got to
San Francisco, I saw the news at the airport. A wave of destructive,
violent tornadoes went right through the heart of my hometown,
destroying much of the city and killing many people that day.

The first thing I did was call home. I called my mother to make sure
she was safe and she was. I remember one of the first things she said to
me was that I was lucky. I had left three hours before the chaos. After
we got off the phone, I thought about that a lot. I thought I was very
lucky, but not so much that I wasn't there but that I was coming here.
Yes, I feel very blessed and fortunate to be here now and to participate
in this ceremony. What happened back in Alabama made me really
think about impermanence. Nature can come down from the sky and
take life away without any warning. It is a warning to me to get busy
and not waste any time, cultivate.



