The Venerable Master Hua and President Sadat
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A talk given by Wayne Chen on March 14, 2011
in the Buddha Hall at CTTB

I came to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas in the summer of 1990. Ever
since then, I have been immersed in
the Master’s teachings. Knowingly or unknowingly, I felt I was
surrounded and protected by his teaching regardless of whether
I was a student in the boys school, away for college and graduate
school, working here for Dharma Realm Buddhist Association and
for the Master, or traveling around the world as a management
consultant.

The Venerable Master’s teaching often manifests in surprising
ways. Over the years as I learn more and more about him, I realize
how deeply the Venerable Master was engaged in the contemporary
world. It is a tiny reflection.

The world has seen many changes in the recent few months, in
particular in the Middle East and North Africa. People in these
countries are standing up against totalitarianism, authoritarianism,
and dictatorships. Perhaps many people in the audience tonight
know about the peaceful Egyptian revolution, which happened
just a few weeks ago. It took place following the popular uprising
that began on January 25, 2011. The uprising, in which the people
placed a great deal of emphasis on the peaceful nature of the
struggle, was mainly comprised of a campaign of civil resistance
that featured a series of demonstrations, marches, acts of civil
disobedience, and labor strikes.

Millions of protestors from a variety of social, economic, and
religious backgrounds demanded the overthrow of the Egyptian
president (Hosni) Mubarak. The campaign took place in Cairo,
Alexandria, and other cities in Egypt. Following the Tunisian
revolution that was successful just prior, Tunisia was the first
country actually in recent months that succeeded in a revolution
by their people.

On February 11, after weeks of demonstration, President

Mubarak resigned from office. His resignation ended a 30 year
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dictatorship in Egypt. This is considered as one of the most pivotal
historical events in the Middle East and Arab World.

However, not many people remember or even knew that 30 years
ago, Egypt had a good president. His name was Mohamed Anwar
Sadat. Early on during his presidency, many people thought he was
not up to task of being the president. However, President Sadat led
his country to victory in wars, became a hero in the Arab world,
signed a peace treaty with Israel, laid the foundation for economic
development, and won the Nobel peace prize.

I was really surprised when I found out about the connection
between Venerable Master Hua and President Sadat. Here I'm
going to read a letter from President Sadat’s office to the Venerable
Master in 1979. The letter was published in an early issue of the

Vajra Bodhi Sea.

Dear Chan Master Hsuan Hua,

Itis my great pleasure to convey to you the thanks and recognition of
His Excellency, President Sadat for your kind message in which you set
forth the importance of education in instilling virtuous and constructive
ideas into the minds of young people.

Highly appreciating your noble sentiments towards him represented
in the unanimous decision of the Dharma Realm Buddhist University’s
board of trustees to name him as an honorary chancellor of the university,
His Excellency the President earnestly hopes that harmonious relations
between people of different cultures and national backgrounds will be
promoted over years. Kindly accept most sincere regards, wishing you
and all the best of health, happiness, and success,

Hassan, Chief of Cabinet of the President

This letter was written April 17, 1979, from the office of the
president.

Unfortunately, a few years later, after this letter was written,
President Sadat was assassinated by a fundamentalist faction within
the Egyptian army. Mubarak, who was the vice president at the
time, became Egypt’s president.

Egypt is not out of the woods yet, today. They still have a
long road to democracy, peace, and prosperity. And many other
countries are struggling to make similar progress. While we are
watching these historical world events unfold before our eyes, 'm
particularly inspired by our connection with the Egyptian country
and culture through Venerable Master Hua and Egypt’s former
president.

Even though I believe the Venerable Master never met President
Sadat in person, there’s no doubt in my mind that the Master
acknowledged President Sadat’s virtue and what he had done for
his country. Perhaps the Master even knew that in his absence,
Egypt and the Middle East would fall under tremendous suffering
brought upon them by authoritarian dictatorships and leaders
without morals.

I would like to share two quotes from President Sadat:

*“Fear is, I believe, a most effective tool in destroying the soul of an
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individual — and the soul of a people.”

*“He who cannot change the very fabric
of his thought will never be able to change
reality, and will never therefore make any
progress.”

This is quite interesting that President
Sadat is commenting on the power of
the mind and people’s thoughts.

It has been over 30 years since the
letter was written. The letter I just read
seems to place emphasis on education,
moral character, and harmonious
relationships  between people. We
could ask ourselves today, whether we
have made significant progress in these
regards since the Master’s and President
Sadat’s passing.

In closing, I wish to share that I very
much enjoy learning from the Master
and about the Master through his sutra
commentaries, through the lectures and
books he left us, through the people
whom he taught directly, and the
people who worked closely with him
and learned from him.



