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Commemorating the Relocation of Snow Mountain Monastery:
An Interview with Dharma Master Heng Lai (Continued))
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HPLE R %2 Interviewed and compiled by Fa Hsing and others
R 7% F7# Translated into Chinese by Guo Shu and others

Monasteries Are Buddha Factories
Q: Can you share your experiences about the time when you went with the

Master to look for sacred mountains? What did the Master teach you to look
for when searching for property?

A: The Master’s interest varied, depending on the property. If the site was
in the city, he looked at the building to see which part would serve as the
Buddha Hall. That was his number one focus, his number one interest.
Always the first thing was what kind of assembly hall does it have, how big
is it. He always made us pace the length and width of the potential hall.
For instance, if the Master was looking at church property, the first thing
he would say was, “Walk to the end of the sanctuary, count your steps, then
multiply by three. The same for the width. He wanted to know how long it
was, how wide it was, and what direction it faced — east, west, north, south.
He needed to know which way the hall faced. That was the very first thing,
every time. Then he wanted the same information for the dining hall. He
wasn't interested in the color of the paint or whether the buildings looked
pretty or not. He didnt care about the superficial. He just looked at the
basics.
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If the property was rural, in the country, then it would usually involve
more land and he would look at the lay of the land, the geomancy (feng
shui). He told me a little bit about feng shui. Not a lot but a little bit, just
the basics. He said the basics of feng shui are very simple: everybody knows
you want water in front, it doesn’t have to be on the property just so long as
it’s in front; and you want the mountains in the back. You want to be facing
anywhere from west to south, with the mountains to your back. That would
be good feng shui. Golden [in the Rockies of British Columbia] is a good
example.

When the Master was at Golden, I was with him and heard him say,
“There’s a tiger and there’s a lion and those are the mountains. “This is
very auspicious property because everything is situated as it should be — the
feng shui is right. When you are facing west, the mountains are behind
you; and there’s a river below in front. You can see the Kootney River down
there.” Sometimes he said that it’s not important that you actually see the
water, as long as it is there, but it’s nice if you can see it, of course. And it
could either be a river, an ocean, or a lake. These things are basic. He always
stressed that when I was with him. But he always made it simple. He didn’t
make it complicated. He didn’t bring out all the fancy stuff and put coins
everywhere, like a geomancer does. He didn’t do that stuff, he just did the
basics. He kept it simple.

For instant, we went to see a church recently; we looked first at the
potential Buddha Hall. That’s the most important part. The Master was
only interested in, number one, the Buddha Hall. How is the Buddha Hall,
how big is it, how long is it, how wide is it, and which way does it face --
north, south, east, or west. He would ask how many people can stay there;
he always wanted to know that. He wanted to have room for more and more
people; he always liked a big hall. That was number one with the Master --
he always liked a big Buddha Hall. He didn’t like little Buddha Halls.

He said the trouble with China was that very expensive monasteries were
built and, although they were beautiful, they had only a tiny Buddha Hall.
You know, it’s all for show. No room for the assembly. You can see that in the
style of monasteries being built today here in the West. They've got a fancy
courtyard, huge place, all kinds of buildings everywhere, covered walkways,
very adorned. When you go to the Buddha Hall, it’s adorned, too, but it’s
very small. The hall size is very, very small. The space is large enough just
for the monks and nuns to get in to do the ceremony; no lay people can fit.
The Master really didn’t like that. He liked to have a big Buddha Hall so the
whole assembly can be together. That was the one thing I remember most
about the Master’s instructions. He always wanted a big Dharma assembly,
a big Buddha Hall, because that’s where Buddhas are born.

He said the first Gold Mountain Monastery was a Buddha factory and
that’s how Buddhas are created, by people cultivating together. Everyone
should be able to recite together and bow together, not just watch monks
and nuns do it. So in China, the monastic layout is like putting on a show.
They have a few monks and a few nuns, and they do a ceremony while all
the lay people just stand there and watch. They cannot participate. The
Master really didn't like that.
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