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he bus from Los Angeles went on strike and broke down thirty min-

utes into the trip to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Why did it
quit running? It was because of the passengers -- some brought cigarettes
with them, and others brought meat. Some had beef jerky in their bags,
that they planned to eat when they arrived at CTTB. They were afraid
they would not get their fill without meat, because they had heard that
people in CTTB were vegetarians. In the end, the bus got barbecued and
quit running. Several hours were spent trying to repair it but without suc-
cess. The smokers, unable to bear it any longer, lit up again puffing up
clouds of smoke and blowing out fog. For these reasons the bus would not
start. Those people from Canada probably brought a lot of fire with them.
With this much fire they burned up the engine and the bus quit working.
Fortunately someone bowed to the bus a couple of times and it started run-
ning again. That bus was just too strange! That is why no one is allowed to
bring cigarettes to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. To carry ‘fire’ (meat
products) is also not permissible.

On another occasion, a big bus from Los Angeles headed to the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Thirty minutes later it stopped running, just
like the other bus. Several hours were spent trying to repair it, but it still
wouldn’t run. Only a dozen or so people in three small cars made it to the
City, but more than twenty people were left behind. Why didn’t they make
it? It was because they were not sincere. They talked and laughed on the
bus, arguing and creating a lot of commotion. Some were smoking ciga-
rettes. So the bus stopped running. CTTB does not welcome smokers, but
the people in Los Angeles had not clearly informed the passengers about
smoking. If the smokers had come to CTTB and had sneaked around to
smoke cigarettes, they would have polluted the air. Basically, there was no
problem with the bus. Nevertheless, it went on strike and stopped run-
ning. The bus was probably a big Dharma protector of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas.
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