The Analects of Confucius (continued) (4%)
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Z 4k A% Lectures by Venerable Master Hua

Translated into English by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Chapter 2: To Govern

One who sees a righteous
cause but does not act on it is
lacking in courage. When you
come across a certain matter
that requires you to take action
but you dont, that means you
do not have any courage. The
character ‘#’ (yl) means ‘the
appropriate  way of handling
A SRR S matters. If you do things that
you should not do, you are being
crazy; but if you don’t do things that you ought to do, then you are being
irresponsible. Basically, you are unable to differentiate between what is
right and wrong, which is an indication of timidity. In other words, the
way you handle matters is incorrect because you lack a kind of ‘benevolent
courage.” The character ‘58’ (ysng) also embodies the quality of /=" (rén),
which is benevolence. It does not simply mean ‘raw courage’ as in a person
drawing his sword and stepping forward to a duel. Here, it means ‘great
valor,” which comprises wisdom, benevolence, and courage. As the saying
goes: ‘The three qualities of wisdom, benevolence, and courage constitute
an illustrious path in all the land under Heaven.” This is a path that offers a
very smooth passage throughout the entire world. Therefore, the character
‘5%’ (y5ng) encompasses wisdom, benevolence and courage. With wisdom,
there is benevolence; with benevolence, there is courage.

The explanation given today is a simple one. If you wish to investigate it
at a deeper level, the theories involved can be quite extensive, for ‘the wise
and the benevolent each has his own opinion.” Based on what I know, this
all that I have to say.

* * * *

Regardless of whether it is a worldly or transcendental dharma, as long
as we students of the Dharma are receiving instruction from somebody, we
should seek it very respectfully and treat it with importance. We must not be
perfunctory and irresponsible as if we are play-acting and putting up a show.
Utmost reverence and respect are essential! When the Confucian scholars of
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old delivered lectures on the Analects, the ritual for seeking the Dharma was
not deemed necessary for it is a worldly dharma. However, to those of us
who truly understand the Dharma, worldly dharmas are just transcendental
dharmas after all. As the saying goes:

The Buddhadharma is here in the world;
Enlightenment is not apart from the world.
10 search for Bodhi apart from the world
Is like looking for a hare with horns.

Now, since the Dharma-requesting ceremony has been initiated again
today, there is no need for people to split hairs and make statements like
“Oh! It is not necessary to request the Dharma.” As he has already begun
requesting, your comments will only make him feel awkward. Instead of
telling him then, you should have waited for him to finish the ceremony.
There is nothing particularly wrong with requesting the Dharma, whether
worldly or otherwise. Therefore, all of us must understand this point! There
is a saying: ‘A one character teacher of the world.” If someone were to impart
to us even a single character, we ought to remember it forever. Now that
I am teaching you worldly and transcendental knowledge every day, even
more should you not think it is easy to come by and go through the motions
in a slipshod way. Any person who requests the Dharma is doing so on
behalf of everyone else. By requesting other people to speak the Dharma,
you will be able to speak Dharma in the future. Why is it that you are
unwilling to speak the Dharma now? It is because you did not request the
Dharma in the past. Therefore, everyone should be aware that it involves a
kind of cause-and-effect relationship.

Chapter 3: Eight Rows of Eight Dancers

The character “/8” (y1), which consists of a “ A’ (person) radical combined
with the characters ‘/{ (eight) and ‘H’ (meat), means a row of eight dancers.
*J\ff” is a dancing musical comprising eight rows of eight dancers each,
making a total of sixty-four, and could only be performed as entertainment
for the king of the Zhou Dynasty. This is the third chapter of the Analects
and the subject matter is about the rites and music.

(1) Confucius commented on Lord Ji: “Eight rows of eight dancers
staged a performance in his courtyard. If this could be tolerated, what
else could not be tolerated:”

[Sun Guoxiu’s Supplementary Annotations]

Confucius commented on Lord Ji. Lord Ji refers to Jisun, a scholar-official in
the State of Lu. The designation ‘A (da £ ) is the name of an official rank.
As a senior official, Jisun held a very high-ranking post, much like that of a
prime minister. He wielded more power and authority than the Duke of Lu,
and was actually the de-facto ruler of the state. On the contrary, the Duke did
not have much say in the state affairs. The character G5’ (wei) means ‘comment’

or ‘criticize.” How did Confucius criticize Lord Ji? $0To be continued
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