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Emperor Yao awarded Shun with fine clothes and a pentachord (a stringed
music instrument). He constructed a rice barn for him and provided him
with cattle and sheep. Still, his father, stepmother, and stepbrother col-
lectively schemed to kill Shun. On one occasion, when Shun was repair-
ing the barn, Xiang (his stepbrother) took the ladder away while Shun
was still on the rooftop. Meanwhile, his father set the barn ablaze in an
attempt to burn Shun to death. But, because of Shun’s good roots in
carrying out his filial duty to the greatest extent, and although he had
no spiritual powers, he was highly intelligent. When he went up to the
rooftop, he carried two conical bamboo straw hats with him. One was
usually enough, but he thought that if one was no good he could use
the other. Seeing that the barn was on fire below, he grabbed a straw hat
in each hand, extended his arms like wings, jumped off and parachuted
down. He survived without the slightest harm. Returning to the house,
he knocked on the door and asked to be let in. His family looked at each
other in disbelief and said, “Surely, Shun has already burned to death.
This must be his ghost coming back!” “I'm not a ghost, don’t be fright-
ened,” said Shun. Then they let him in.

Still, they wanted to kill him. How? “Since we could not burn him to
death,” Xiang said. “We will drown him in the well!” Discovering that
the water level in the well was too low for drowning, Gu Sou (his father)
asked Shun to dredge it. Shun obeyed his father’s call. If the mud were
dredged from the bottom, the water could seep up and fill up the well.
But the moment Shun was dropped into the well, what did his father
do? The Cantonese have a saying, “Cast a boulder when one is down
in a well.” He cast a large boulder into the well. He thought the boulder
would kill Shun for sure. He did not know that Shun was blessed with
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heavenly features and was protected by the Eightfold Division of ghosts and
spirits. It so happened that a dragon lived in the well, and he caught the boul-
der with his claws. With his tail, he drilled a hole in the side of the well. Shun
escaped through the hole and did not die under the smash of the boulder.

After his father, stepmother, and Xiang had cast the boulder, they
capped the well with another large boulder, thinking that there was no
way Shun could come out alive. They convened to discuss splitting his
wealth. Xiang said to his parents, “I take credit for plotting to kill Shun.
The herds of cattle and the grains in the barn, as well as all his wealth, I
give to you Father and Mother. I want none of them. I want his weap-
onry, the pentachord, the carved bow, and his two wives -- they belong to
me.” “Fine, fine, you can have whatever you want,” Gu Sou said.

So Xiang rushed blissfully to his brother’s house, ready to receive his
two sisters-in-law. But when he entered the house, he saw Shun sitting
upright on his bed, playing the pentachord. The great Shun showed no
trace of hatred or anger, and was not about to say, “First you tried to burn
me to death, and when I was in the well, you capped it with a boulder.
Ah! You want to kill me.” Instead of showing any unhappiness, he was
quite jolly. Seeing his stepbrother, he cordially welcomed him and kindly
asked, “Do you need me for anything?” Embarrassed, Xiang didn’t know
what to do, so he said, “I am feeling depressed because I miss you.” But
in fact, he wanted the two sisters-in-law as his wives.

Shun was born with a benevolent and filial nature, that deeply touched
the heaven and earth. He came from a humble origin and when he was
young he engaged in various kinds of work. When he engaged in farm-
ing in Li Shan, the people there were yielding and accommodating with
their farm land. When he engaged in fishing in Lei Ze, people there were
yielding and accommodating with their fishing territory; when he was
engaged in making pottery in He Bin, the quality of their pottery im-
proved. Shun was the most knowledgeable and had the most extensive
skills prior to Confucius. People moved to where he lived and drew near
him everywhere he went. Hence, in less than a year a small village came
into being, and within two years it grew to the size of a township, and in
three years it became a city.

Emperor Yao had tested Shun by assigning him to different posts where
each time he got the job done and was able to manage all official busi-
ness in an orderly fashion, his extensive knowledge and apparent skills.
Emperor Yao had sent him deep into the wilderness where he navigated
through storms without losing his bearings and returned safely. Emperor
Yao knew that with Shun’s moral integrity, knowledge, and talent, he
could entrust the empire to him. After Shun served as minister to the em-
peror for thirty years, Emperor Yao “chan rang” (abdicated and bestowed)
the empire to him. “Chan” is one of many ceremonial rituals. During the
ritual, Emperor Yao proclaimed to the heavenly god his sponsorship of
Shun as his successor to exercise the imperial decree. Emperor Yao had
the capacity of selflessness and acted in the spirit of common good, be-
stowing the throne only to the worthy one and not to his own offspring.
He established what the Chinese people for thousands of years have been
praising as “abdication and bestowal of the throne.” $0To be continued
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