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19. A visit to the mind, while sick (Continued)

As told by the Venerable Master:

Later I went back, opened the door to my room and found
another ‘me’ lying there. At that moment I and the T’ lying
there became one. I had breath and started to move. My parents
were close by watching me and exclaimed, “He is not dead.
He is alive again!” I asked my parents what happened and was
told that I had been unconscious for seven or eight days. I was
conscious again and knew I was not dead.

After that I became a ‘living dead person’; I was dead and
came back to life again. Since then, I have not been so brash
or reckless in my speech. From this experience, I realized that
my abilities were inadequate because I couldn’t pass the tests. I
am not afraid of demons and externalists, yet I could not defeat
the sickness demon. Therefore religious practitioners cannot
be overly conceited and think there is nothing to fear. If you
are conceited, troubles will come.

20. He renounced a medical career and became a monk

After two and a half years of studying at school, the Venerable
Master fully understood the Confucian classics and became
familiar with medical books, divination books, and astrology books.
His father wanted him to be a doctor, but he decided to become a
monk to advocate Buddhism and educate others in order to save

people and the world.

As told by the Venerable Master:
I had a classmate who studied for fifteen years. I studied for
two and a half years but read double the number of books that
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he did. I read all of the Confucian classics, seven or eight of the
most important ancient Chinese books, and fifteen to sixteen
medical books. By the time I was eighteen, there were not many
books left to read. Few doctors have read that many books; I read
medical books, divination books and astrology books. However,
I didn’t do anything in those fields. I could do fortune telling,
but I didn’t because it was not an ultimate method. Although it
did lead to some truth, it took a roundabout way to get there.

I was forced by my father to study medical books. My father
was a peasant and he wanted me to study medical books because
he thought they were valuable and I could make money being a
doctor. It was not good to ignore Father’s request, so I studied
medical books in the morning and Chinese classics in the
afternoon. I learned about sickness and could diagnose others.
My teacher was a doctor, too. He asked me to see his patients
with him, to help him diagnose and prescribe medicine.

However, I was foolish. I didn’t want to make money and am
not good at making money. My father was poor, and I was happy
with being poor. I think being poor one can avoid many troubles.
Money is something lousy and dirty. Money gained in improper
ways is even dirtier. Another reason that I didn’t become a doctor
was how I would feel for the 0.5% of patients that I could not
cure. I felt I would not be able to face my conscience, even
though I cured the rest of my patients.

21. Say no to the temptation of lust

The Venerable Master’s resistance to lust was tested when was
eighteen. The Master said, “Everything is a test to see what you
will do. If you fail to recognize what's before you, you’ll have to start
anew.” Itis not easy to practice the Path. You have to maintain proper
mindfulness all the time to avoid longtime regrets.

As told by the Venerable Master:

I thought I had some capabilities but was soon tested. When I
was in northeast China, I joined the Moral Society and became
the general administrator. I taught ethical and moral values to
others and asked them to do good deeds. Did I do any good
deeds while I persuaded others? I did good deeds; I didn’t ask
others to be good while I did bad things.

I had the opportunity to read a book about the good behavior of
Zhang Yaxuan, who put the spiritual path over sensual desire. The
book told of a woman, Yu Shuxian, the niece of General Zhang
Xueliang’s wife, who pretended to fall in front of Zhang Yaxuan and
insisted that he marry her. Zhang Yaxuan didn't forget his principles.
He politely refused her. His good behavior was exemplary so I said
to myself: I want to follow his example, if I am ever in a similar
situation. Later I realized my thinking was not right and I thought
with regret, What does that mean — in a similar situation? Why
do I want to be in a similar situation? Was I being foolish?

Strangely enough, I was tested that night. 5>To be continued

JuLy 2011 VaJra BopHI SEA 19



