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What are sentient beings’ potentials and propensities? Sentient beings
can be likened to various kinds of vegetation, like grass, trees, and
medicinal herbs. Comparing plants to sentient beings, when it rains and
as the rainwater falls to the earth, all the flowers, grass, shrubs and trees
receive what they need. Big trees absorb more moisture; small shrubs take
in less moisture. Each receives the moisture it needs. It’s very fair. That’s
how it is in tallying with beings’ potential.

They tally in the sense that you will receive however much you are
ready for. For instance, as I am lecturing on the sutra, those among you
who are wise will add to your wisdom, and the dim ones will also add to
their wisdom, but the wise ones will be able to take in a bit more. Each
person will receive his or her own share of benefit. Those lacking good
roots reject the Dharma-rain and receive no benefit from it. Therefore,
it works to each one’s own benefit. “Sutra” has all those meanings, plus
many more if we were going to cover more of them. That was just an
overview.

In life after life, Earth Store Bodhisattva remained filial to his parents,
and therefore the Earth Store Sutra is a Buddhist scripture on filial piety.
Filial regard is the root and foundation of humanity. If one fails to be
filial to one’s parents, one is remiss in the responsibilities of being human.
Why? Our parents gave birth to us and raised us. Now that we have
grown up, if we neglect to repay their kindness, we have not lived up to
our obligations as human beings.

All through his life, Confucius advocated filial regard and from that
came the Classic on Filial Regard. Here is a passage from that text: When
Confucius was at his abode and his disciple Zeng Zi was in attendance on
him, the Master said, “Shen, the ancient king had an essential principle
that brought ultimate virtue, that accorded with the world, that kept
harmony among the populace, and that avoided resentment between
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those above and those below. Do you know what it was?” Zeng Zi rose
from his seat, and said, “Shen is not clever. How could I know this?” The
Master said: “Filial regard is the root of virtue and the source from which
all teaching comes. Sit down and I will talk to you about it. Our physical
body -- its structure, hair, and skin were given us by our parents. The
first principle of filial regard is that we should never harm ourselves. By
establishing our person and practicing this way, we leave a reputation for
future generations to know. The final principle of filial regard is to glorify
our parents. Filial regard begins with service to our parents, matures into
service to our ruler, and culminates in the formation of our character.”

In this passage, Confucius and Zeng Zi have a discussion about filial
regard. “When Confucius was at his abode and his disciple Zeng Zi was
in attendance on him.” Zeng Zi was caring for his master because at that
time he was one of Confucius’ students, and students were expected to
serve the teacher. Confucius taught that not only should we be filial to
our parents, we should have filial regard for our teachers and elders. And
so sometimes he would want a cup of tea and Zeng Zi would prepare it.
Whatever Confucius needed, Zeng Zi was there to serve him.

“The Master said, ‘Shen, the ancient king -- the sage kings in olden
China -- had an essential principle that brought ultimate virtue, that
accorded with the world, that kept harmony among the populace, and
that avoided resentment between those above and those below. Do you
know what it was?””

“Zeng Zi rose from his seat and said, ‘Shen is not clever. How could
I know this?”” He said, I, Zeng Zi am really dull-witted’ -- not clever --
meaning, not intelligent. ‘How could I know this principle? I don’t know
about it.” “ The Master said, ‘Our physical body -- its structure, hair, and
skin were given us by our parents.”” Confucius said that because this body
of ours -- its frame, its hair, its skin -- came from our parents, ‘the first
principle of filial regard is that we should never harm ourselves.” We must
not recklessly injure ourselves -- that is where filial regard begins.

However, there are those in the United States who misunderstand filial
regard. In what way do they do it? They quote these lines from Confucius:
Our physical body -- its structure, hair, and skin were given us by our parents.
The first principle of filial regard is that we should never harm ourselves.
Hippies use this as reason not to cut their hair or wash their faces. They say
washing their faces would harm their skin, and cutting their hair would
harm their hair. That thinking is wide of the mark. They argue they will
harm their hair, but cutting the hair does not harm it. And washing their
faces certainly will not harm their skin. Confucius’ meaning is that you
do not destroy anything. When it’s the custom to cut one’s hair, then one
should follow the custom.

Today’s hippies want to turn the times around. Guess what some of
them do who quote these lines from Confucius: Our physical body -- its
structure, hair, and skin were given to us by our parents. The first principle of
filial regard is that we should never harm ourselves. Some smoke opium and
marijuana, contending that they do not harm their bodies.

These things kill who-knows-how-many body cells and ruin physical
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health -- bringing fundamental harm to the body. But they do not
admit that drugs are destructive. Instead they say they are practicing
filial regard. In fact, filial regard is the furthest thing from their minds.
If asked, “Who are your parents? What is your mother’s name?” they
may have even forgotten, yet they profess to practice the filial regard
of China. This erroneous thinking needs to be completely corrected.
From refusing to cut their hair to engaging in shady dealings -- even
robberies and other vices -- where do you suppose they will end up?
If one day, they should be gunned down, that would truly be unfilial.

Once they become involved in illegal dealings or robberies, they will
either end up killing policemen or being killed by the police. Now, is
it that “the first principle of filial regard is that we should never harm
ourselves” No, that’s a mistake. It is my hope that in America, this
country I reside in, that the citizens will follow the rules and abide
by the law. I hope they will rectify the bad habits they may have. Do
not give in to hatred and resentment. We need to be careful with our
thoughts and actions. Wherever we are, we should be of benefit to the
local people, to that country and to the world. Do not be a menace to
the world. This is my wish.

If everyone were to behave the other way -- rejecting work and
refusing to be productive -- this country would definitely go downhill.
Therefore, we Buddhists should all take up jobs and, by working at
our jobs, help the world and humankind. By setting good examples
ourselves, we influence society so that human minds as a whole will
change for the better. That is the responsibilities of Buddhists.

The United States has a great legal system and many fine institutions,
especially the educational system, which has made education widely
available and excellent. It serves as an exemplar for the world. If
everyone also learns to be filial to his or her parents, then this saying
can apply to them: A superior person tends to the basis, for when the basis
is established, the Way comes forth; are not filial and fraternal regard the
basis of humaneness?

The basis refers to being filial to our parents and respecting our elder
siblings. Fraternal regard means we must be harmonious in our sibling
relationships and not quarrel. Filial and fraternal regard are the basis for
each of us. If everyone can discover that basis, if everyone knows how
to be filial to his or her father and mother, then America will become
an even better country.

People who are filial to their parents steer clear of the various illegal
dealings and abide by the law, making them good citizens of the country.
When all the people of the country have become good citizens, they can
serve as good citizens of the entire world. They will lead humanity, as a
whole, well onto the right track.

53 To be continued
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